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Exhibit A:  
 

Amended Map of Orcutt Significant Vegetation Map  
  Amends OCP FEIR Figure 5.2-1, page 5.2-3 
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Exhibit B: 
 

Amended Key Site 22 Map 
Amends OCP FEIR Figure KS22-3, page 22-6 
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Exhibit C: 
 

OCP FEIR (95-EIR) Key Site #22 Text Amendments 
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Exhibit C 
OCP FEIR (95-EIR-1) Key Site #22 Text Amendments 

 
Removal of Wetlands Delineation References1  

EIR Section Page Numbers Actions 

Chapter 5.2 Biology Pgs: 5.2-1; 5.2-5; 5.2-19; and 5.2-
24.  

Text 
revisions & 
deletions  

Chapter 6 Alternatives Pgs:6-11 and 6-27  Text 
deletions 

Key Site #22  Pgs: 22-5; 22-9; 22-13, 22-14; 22-
19 and 22-24 

Text 
revisions & 
deletions  

Appendix D All Text 
deletion 

 
G:\GROUP\COMP\Planning Areas\ORCUTT\Orcutt Community Plan\2011 Amendments\Public 
Hearings\BOS\_12_4_12_Hearing\5.Exhibit-C_FEIR_KS22_Text_Amendments.docx 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
 



 Draft Orcutt Community Plan EIR 
 5.2 Biological Resources  
 

 

 
 
 5.2-1 

5.2BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The information contained in this section has been collected primarily from field surveys conducted for this 
Community Plan EIR (Katherine Rindlaub Biological Consulting 1995a, Rindlaub 1994), field surveys by 
County staff in 1994 and 1995, and a preliminary wetland delineation on Key Site 22 (K. Rindlaub 1995b).  
. Other sources include Smith 1976, Sweet 1992,  Holland 1991, Olson 1991 and 1992, Collins 1991, 
Enviroplan 1990 and 1991 and ERC 1991. Information on the unique geological features found within and 
around the project area came from Hunt 1994.  Information has also been gained from 1938 (Weislander) 
and 1980 (Santa Barbara County Conservation Element) vegetation maps, and aerial photographs taken in 
Fall 1989.  
 
Field surveys were performed in 1995 by Katherine Rindlaub Biological Consulting in Spring 1995 on ten 
"Key Sites" within the Orcutt planning area.  Surveys were conducted by the consultant team during April, 
May, and June of 1995.  These were supplemented by County staff surveys in: May and December 1994 and 
April 1995.  Surveys consisted of walking through each site.  Features of particular biological importance, 
such as wetlands, potential breeding sites for sensitive vertebrates, and plant communities of special 
interest, were surveyed most intensively. 
 
5.2.1EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
A.Physical Setting 
 
The community of Orcutt is located in the southern portion of the Santa Maria Valley.  It is bounded to the 
south by the Solomon Hills and to the west by the Casmalia Hills. The valley stretches northward, beyond 
Orcutt to the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria River.  The valley also stretches east past US 
Highway 101, beyond the Planning Area boundary to the Santa Maria River at the base of the Sierra Madre 
Mountains.  The Orcutt area is unusual biologically because of the broad valley floor covered by wind 
blown sand, deposited in dunes 6,000 to 80,000 years ago (Hunt 1994), surrounded by hills to the south and 
west, and exposure to hot, dry summers combined with prevailing winds from the northwest.  
 
The aforementioned sand dunes are representative of one of the oldest, and last remaining wind blown dune 
systems in California, known as the Orcutt Terrace dune sheet.  This massive sand dune sheet developed 
about the same time as Nipomo Mesa and Burton Mesa, and shares several of their unique plants and 
animals.  Urban and agricultural development have eliminated many of the dunes and native habitat on the 
Nipomo and Burton Mesas.  Similarly, much of the Orcutt Terrace dune sheet has experienced extensive 
urban and agricultural development, and none of the remaining dunes in Orcutt are protected.    
 
Nevertheless, biological communities of regional significance remain in several undeveloped areas of the 
valley, along creek corridors, and in the Solomon and Casmalia Hills.  The locations of plant communities 
within the Orcutt Planning Area are generally associated with differences in elevation, southern versus 
northern exposure to the sun, and proximity to water (both horizontal distance to stream courses, depth to 
groundwater, and the extent and duration of flooding.   In general, wildlife occurs within specific plant 
communities.  However, large and/or mobile wildlife will typically use several plant communities as their 
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Wetlands:  The extent and quality of wetlands in California and the rest of the country have been 
dramatically reduced over the past century (National Audubon Society, 1992). Swamps and marshes have 
been drained, streams and rivers have been diverted and channelized, or used as convenient dumping 
grounds. Consequently, numerous plant and animal species that are dependent upon this habitat are 
threatened with extinction (See Table 5.2-1).  Similarly, benefits derived from wetlands by humans such as 
water quality, aesthetics and duck hunting opportunities are also substantially reduced.   Wetlands in the 
Santa Maria Valley probably once covered more than five thousand acres, supporting an exceptional 
diversity of water fowl and other wildlife.  Total wetland acreage has likely been reduced to something less 
than a thousand acres (including the Santa Maria River mouth).  Remnants of this system include the 
wetland/sand dune complex on Key Site 22, Wwhat remains of Betteravia Lakes and several isolated vernal 
ponds and pools in the City of Santa Maria, Sisquoc/Garey area, and north of Betteravia.  The Santa 
Barbara County Conservation Element describes vernal pools and freshwater marshes as being rare and/or 
endangered and recommends preservation of these habitats.   
 
Vernal Pools:  Vernal pools are shallow depressions in the soil that are temporarily filled with water from 
winter rains and subsequently dry up during the spring and early summer.  These pools are underlain by an 
impervious layer that slows or prevents water drainage.  Vernal pools are perhaps the most unique, rare, and 
endangered type of wetland in California (California Department of Fish and Game 1995).  They are unique 
because they are vegetated by herbaceous plants that are adapted to survive the beginning of their lives 
completely covered by water and later to survive and flower in a completely dry environment.  The Orcutt 
pools are particularly uncommon and have unique characteristics because they occur on sand with a very 
shallow hardpan. 
 
Many of the Orcutt pools are deeply flooded and persist into early summer particularly in wet years.  
Species composition may vary from year to year depending on the depth and duration of flooding, and some 
of the pools may join in wet years and remain separate in drier years.  The vernal pools in the Orcutt area 
range from deep basins with many species of hydrophytic (water loving) plants to long shallow grooves 
dominated by just one or two species of wetland plants (Olson 1991).  While some vernal pools remain 
isolated, other pools may form complexes, joining across low-lying grassland areas (vernal flats) in wet 
years but remain isolated in drier years.  "Vernal flats" (Ferren, 1988) is used to describe wetlands that occur 
in shallow basins that are not deep enough to be discernable pools.  In wetter years, vernal pool and other 
wetland species dominate these low areas. During dry years, upland grasses and other herbs may dominate 
the flats  (Olson, 1992).  In wet years in particular, they are an important component of the 
wetland/grassland complex as they often provide the transition or migration zone between flooded and 
upland areas.  The only place that vernal wetlands occur in the Orcutt Planning Area is on the northern 
portion of Key Site 22.  This complex continues offsite to the east and northeast on the airport property 
(Figure 3 in EIR Volume II, Key Site 22). 
 
Dominants in the Orcutt area include numerous native species such as water starwort and wooly heads.  
Several amphibians in the Orcutt area are completely dependent upon these vernal pools for their survival. 
The California tiger salamander and western spadefoot toad (both candidates for the Federal Endangered 
Species List and listed as California Species of Special Concern) depend soley on these pools to breed in 
and develop in their larval stage.  Other more widespread amphibian species (e.g. western toad, Pacific 
chorus frog) also use vernal pools for breeding, and garter snakes, in turn, feed on tadpoles and larval 
salamanders and are consequently attracted to vernal pools. A remarkable diversity of shorebirds and 
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Impact BIO-32:  Removal of eucalyptus woodlands.  Removal of eucalyptus woodlands that are used as a 
roosting and/or nesting site for raptors could have a potentially significant impact on raptor populations, 
many of whom are California Species of Special Concern. 
 
Impact BIO-33:  Weed invasion.  Landscaping with weedy species in the proposed newly urbanized areas 
could have a potentially significant impact on the remaining acreages of native plant communities by 
displacing native species and thus significantly altering habitat characteristics and ecological functions.  
These weedy species include iceplant, pampas grass, veldt grass, eucalyptus, spiny clotbur and Australian 
fireweed. 
 
Policy Impacts 
Adoption of the Orcutt Community Plan may include adoption of numerous policies affecting future 
development.  Those policies that have the potential of significantly impacting biological resources are 
discussed below.   The following analysis is based upon the draft policies contained within the November 
15, 1994 Initiation Draft Orcutt Community Plan.    
 
Impact BIO-34: Parks, Recreation and Schools policies.  Draft policies 1, 3, 5 and 8 encourage or direct 
the County to increase recreational opportunities on open land, including encouraging private development 
to incorporate facilities such as golf courses.   In particular, Draft PRT policy 8, and Schools policies 1 and 5 
could result in elimination of a substantial portion of the vernal wetland/sand dune complex (next to 
Arrellanes School). and other wetlands on Key Site 22.  This could result in the elimination of critical 
habitat areas and is potentially significant. 
 
Impact BIO-35: Trails policies.  Draft policies 22, 23 and 24 encourage the County to develop a 
comprehensive trail system on open lands.  This could result in elimination of sensitive plants, as discussed 
in Impact BIO-8 which is potentially significant. 
 
Impact BIO-36:  Sewer system policies.  Draft policies 1 and 2 could result in potentially significant 
impacts to creeks and wetlands as described in Impacts BIO-10, 11, and 12.  
 
Impact BIO-37:  Transportation policies.  Draft policy 1 requires completion of needed roadways which 
would have potentially significant impacts as described in Impacts BIO-1 - 7. 
 
Impact BIO-38:  Flood Control policies.  Draft Policies 6 and 12 requiring retention basins would have 
potentially significant impacts to riparian and other systems (Impact BIO-15). 
 
 
C.Cumulative Impacts 
Cumulative impacts from development of the Orcutt Community Plan in addition to development in the City 
of Santa Maria, Vandenberg Air Force Base and southwestern San Luis Obispo County would be most 
severely cumulatively significant to wetlands, riparian, central dune scrub, oak woodlands, central coast 
scrub and sandhill chaparral communities.  In particular, development of portions of the proposed golf 
course and Union Valley Parkway extension on the southern portions of the airport property would 
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Mitigation BIO-22:  The ancient sand dunes of Orcutt shall be protected and preserved to the maximum 
extent feasible.  All feasible measures shall be taken to avoid impacts to these dunes, including but not 
limited to: realignment of roads and construction of bridges over rather than through dunes.  
(Addresses Impact BIO-24).  
 
Mitigation BIO-23:  Sandhill chaparral, central dune scrub, oak woodlands and central coastal sage scrub 
shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Developments adjacent to these areas shall employ 
setbacks, clustering, native landscape buffers and restoration of degraded areas including any impacted rare 
species.  The goal of the plans shall be to have no net loss of habitat.   
(Addresses Impacts BIO-25, -26, -27, and -29) 
 
Mitigation BIO-24:   Riparian vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible.  A minimum 
buffer of 50 feet from the dripline of riparian vegetation shall be maintained.  All new development adjacent 
to creeks and streams shall be required to implement a riparian habitat restoration plan.  The project shall 
minimize the effects of adjacent urbanization by: 1) locating the restoration onsite to the maximum extent 
feasible, 2)  hooding and directing all lights away from the creek, 3) providing a long-term drainage plan 
that directs any potentially polluted drainage away from the creek, and 4) implementing an erosion and 
sedimentation control plan during construction.   
(Addresses Impact BIO-28) 
 
Mitigation BIO-25:  No recreational or other development shall be permitted that would adversely impact 
the Bishop Pine Forest.  In order to preserve the potential for wildfire and regeneration to occur, any new 
structures shall be located a minimum of 300 feet from the forest boundary.  
(Addresses Impact BIO-30) 
 
Mitigation BIO-26:  Oak trees shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Measures taken to 
preserve oak trees should include modification of project design (eg: clustering, narrower road width, taller 
building heights, etc).  The area protected from grading, paving and other disturbances should include the 
area 6 feet outside of the dripline.  Where oak trees are killed, they shall be replaced in a manner consistent 
with County standards. (Addresses Impact BIO-31) 
 
Mitigation BIO-27:  Eucalyptus woodlands that are used as roosting and/or nesting site for raptors shall be 
protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Where eucalyptus trees are removed, they should be replaced by 
native trees.  (Addresses Impact BIO-32) 
 
Mitigation BIO-28:  Landscape plans for developments on the edge of open space areas shall include trees 
and shrubs native to the Santa Maria Valley.  (The Orcutt Biological Resources Technical Report [Rindlaub 
1995a] contains a list of species.)  Planting of invasive weedy plants such as iceplant, pampas grass, veldt 
grass, monterey pine, eucalyptus, spiny clotbur and Australian fireweed shall be strongly discouraged and 
removed where feasible in these areas.  (Addresses Impact BIO-33)  
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Approximately 481 acres are under cultivation or developed with agricultural industry support facilities.  A 
large portion of the remaining 700 acres are used as grazing land, and several areas support significant 
ecological communities.  In the southern portion of the site, the Orcutt Creek stream channel and 
corresponding flood plain, ranging from 500 to 1,000 feet in width, traverses the site from east to west, 
generally parallel to Highway 1.  Scattered riparian and/or wetland vegetation is located along this flood 
plain.  A vernal wetland/grassland complex occupies approximately 120 acres north of Dutard Road, and 
contains is the largest known vernal pool  complex in the County.  These areas support a wide variety of 
wildlife including tiger salamanders, Pacific chorus frogs, and larvae of the western spadefoot toad.  The 
vernal wetland/grassland/dune areas also serve as prime foraging habitat for many bird species, including 
several shorebirds and ducks. 
 
Sandhill chapparal, dominated by multi-trunked coast live oak, mock heather, and coyote brush, with 
scattered Purisima manzanita, occupies a 33 acre stabilized dune area along the central eastern boundary, 
adjacent to the Santa Maria Public Airport.  Ponded water accumulates in depressions between the dunes 
during wet years, and support species such as the western pond turtle (a candidate for the endangered 
species list).  A thin strip of central dune scrub separates these areas from cultivated fields to the south.  The 
Orcutt Creek channel becomes wide and flat throughout the central portion of the site, and supports rush, 
bulrush and several freshwater marshOrcutt Creek areas.  Freshwater marshOrcutt Creek is also present at 
three locations along the western site boundary.  The remainder of the areas not in active cultivation are 
covered by large tracts of annual grassland, which constitute prime foraging habitat for a number of bird 
species including the golden eagle.  Figure KS22-3 shows the locations of the site's biological resources. 
 
Two roads provide access to the site.  The old road bed of Dutard Road enters the northern portion of the 
site from Black Road, approximately 1,100 ft from the northern site boundary.  This unimproved asphalt and 
dirt road provides access to a residence and agricultural fields, and extends to the eastern site boundary.  
Another dirt road enters the southeast corner of the site from Solomon Road, and extends along the eastern 
site boundary. 
 
A.4Project Description 
The existing Urban/Rural Boundary Line would be extended to incorporate approximately an additional 800 
acres of the site which currently lie outside of it (Figure KS22-2).  The proposed designations for the site 
would be Planned Development (Max. 2,000 units)/PRD.  This designation would allow for the 
construction of up to 2,000 residential units of various densities, and a community center.  Development 
could also include a supporting commercial facilities.  It is also likely that two 10 acre elementary school 
sites and a 17 acre junior high school site would be located on Key Site 22, to serve residents of west Orcutt 
at this level of development.  As referenced in the main project description, the Planned Residential 
Development zoning district identifies a 40% minimum open space requirement, which would total a 
minimum of 471.8 acres for this site (40% of 1179.45 acres).  This zoning allows for clustering of units so 
that hazardous and sensitive areas may be avoided, adequate public services are provided, and open space is 
preserved.  The floodplain of Orcutt creek, Canyons of the drainages near Black Road, and the sensitive 
biological resources on the northern portions of the property and the northeastern corner generally meet the 
criteria for open space as outlined in the PRD zoning district.  Therefore, in order to be consistent with the 
purpose and intent of this zone district, it is likely that development on the site would be clustered within 
743 acres of the site, located mainly within areas currently used for grazing or agricultural production.  
Figure KS22-4 shows the likely developable areas on the site.   
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Resources:  The potential Open Space Overlay would protect the Site's most sensitive biological resources 
including to wetland floodplain areas of Orcutt Creek, a 30+ acre ancient sand dune area with specimen oaks 
and about 120 acres of Vernal Pool grassland complex.  This area would also accommodate a trail and 
provide a buffer between the City and the unincorporated areas.  several historic and/ or archaeological sites 
would also be covered by the overlay. 
 
Figure KS22-4 shows the areas to which the Open Space Overlay would be applied.  This configuration 
would approximate the open space areas shown in a previous conceptual site plan endorsed by the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors. 
 
Potential Buildout Characteristics:  The proposed designations would allow for a diversity of housing types 
to be constructed on the site.  Proposed densities range from 1 unit/acre to 6 units/acre, and a preliminary 
plan identifies areas for each unit density (Figure KS22-4).  In general, the lowest densities would be located 
along the Highway 1 corridor, the highest would be located near the intersection of Union Valley Parkway 
and "E" Street, and moderate density development would be located throughout the remainder of the 
proposed developable area.        
 
Under this development scenario, the existing alignment of Dutard Road would be abandoned, and the 
roadway would be realigned to the south.  The new alignment would provide through access between Black 
Road and "E" Street.  Under the City of Santa Maria's Circulation Element, "E" Street would be a north-
south arterial roadway along the site's western-most north/south boundary with the Santa Maria Airport, and 
would terminate at the proposed extension of Union Valley Parkway (Figure KS22-5).  However, this 
proposed alignment has significant biological impacts which are discussed in further detail in Section 5.2 
(Volume I) and Section B.1 in the Key Site 22 analysis (Volume II).  Union Valley Parkway is proposed to 
extend from the center of the site's eastern-most boundary to Highway 1.  The eventual alignment of the "E" 
Street and Dutard Road corridors may be affected by open space planning and the protection of biological 
resources.  Figure KS22-5.1 shows Planning and Development's recommended alignment of Dutard Road 
and "E" Street through Key Site #22.  Figure KS22-5.2 depicts feasible access points from Highway 1, 
Black Road and UVP.   
 
Potential Commercial Center:  A 15 acre neighborhood commercial center could be constructed at the 
northeast corner of the "E" Street/UVP to serve development on the site.  The PRD zoning district allows for 
2 acres of supporting commercial facilities on a PRD "site".  However, Key Site 22 is comprised of 15 
parcels ranging from 4.6 acres to 234.39 acres in size.  Seven of the parcels exceed 100 acres in size and 
could each have at least 2 acres of supporting commercial facilities if they were developed individually.  
This center has not been assessed in standard impact analysis for this site; however, the center's impacts 
have been assessed in Alternative 2 (High Buildout). 
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B.ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
The sections which follow do not include discussions of impacts to the following areas:  Police Protection, 
Natural Gas, Electricity, and Library Services.  Either no significant impacts to these resources(eg 
electricity, natural gas) were identified during initial evaluation of the proposed project, or these issues are 
adequately addressed in the regional impact analysis in Volume 1 (eg library/ police service).  Significant 
impacts are anticipated for several other issue areas and are described in detail below.   
 
B.1Biological Resources 
 
Setting 
Of the 1179.45 acres on this site, approximately 481 acres are either under cultivation or are developed with 
agricultural industry support facilities.  A large portion of the remaining 700 acres are used as grazing land, 
and several areas support significant ecological communities.  The following biological information was 
obtained from a botanical survey by Holland between April 25 and June 26 1991, a botanical survey of the 
vernal pool complexarea by Olson on May 21 and May 26 1991, a brief cursory survey by Rindlaub on May 
13 and 15 1994, and an intensive survey in April and May 1995 by Rindlaub, Storrer and Hunt, and wetland 
delineations by Rindlaub and Storrer, 1995. . 
 
Key Site 22 contains a wide variety of biological resources.  The Site's location in a rural area surrounded on 
three sides by extensive tracts of lightly developed or undeveloped land provides relatively accessible 
linkages from the site to larger habitat areas.  In the southern portion of the site, the Orcutt Creek stream 
channel and corresponding flood plain, ranging from 500 to 1,000 feet in width, traverses the site from east 
to west, generally parallel to Highway 1.  Scattered riparian and/or wetland vegetation is located along this 
126 acre flood plain.  A wetland delineation performed in Spring 1995 identified 110.34 acres of wetlands in 
the floodplain (Rindlaub, 1995).  The creek corridor provides both important habitat itself and linkages both 
upstream and downstream to relatively undisturbed areas for wildlife movement and the dispersal of plants.  
 
A vernal wetland/grassland complex occupies approximately 120 acres north of Dutard Road.  This habitat 
extends eastward onto the Santa Maria Public Airport.  This area contains the largest known vernal pool 
complex in the County and consist of a complex of sandy uplands with annual grasslands, with 41 acres of 
vernal ponds, vernal pools, vernal flats, and freshwater marsh swales (Rindlaub, 1995)..  The 80 acres of 
upland habitat that surround the vernal pools and other wetlands are critical habitat for the spadefoot toad 
and tiger salamander that live in burrows within the grasslands during the dry months of the year.  Towards 
the northeast corner of the site, this complex becomes interlaced with a wetland/dune complex, which 
continues to the east onto airport property.  A portion of the complex also extends south of Dutard Road, but 
portions of this area have been degraded by grading and agricultural activity.  Pools and marshes form in 
low lying areas and depressions due to the hardpan variant of Narlon Soils which is prevalent throughout 
these areas.  The mashes and pools in the low lying areas and the grasslands and scrub habitats in the 
uplands exhibit significant ecological interaction.  For example, some of the species which depend upon the 
pools for breeding during the winter and spring migrate or "retreat" into the adjacent upland grassland and 
dune areas during the summer, fall and early winter.  This is particularly true of several amphibian species, 
such as the spadefoot toad and tiger salamander.  These species were formerly wide spread within the Santa 
Maria Valley, but now are both candidates for listing for protection under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. 
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In addition to these federal candidate species, this complex supports a wide variety of other types of wildlife. 
 Pacific chorus frogs were observed in the vernal pools during a site visit.  These areas also serve as prime 
foraging habitat for many bird species, including a wide variety of shorebirds and ducks.  Shorebird species 
observed in these areas include the western grebe, long billed dowitcher, great egret, green heron, black-
necked stilt, etc.  Ducks observed include the northern pintail, cinnamon teal and American widgeon.  Small 
mammals inhabit the upland areas and increase their value as foraging grounds for raptors.  A golden eagle 
was observed diving on prey during a site visit by County staff in April 1995.   
 
Sandhill chaparral, dominated by multi-trunked coast live oak, mock heather, and coyote brush, with 
scattered individuals of the rare Purisima manzanita, occupies a 33 acre stabilized dune area along the 
central eastern boundary, adjacent to the Santa Maria Public Airport.  Ponded water accumulates in 
depressions between the dunes during wet years, and support species such as the western pond turtle (a 
candidate for the endangered species list).  A thin strip of central dune scrub separates these areas from 
cultivated fields to the south. 
 
Eucalyptus windrows occur on the eastern site boundary, and on portions of the western parcel boundary of 
111-240-30.  The eastern windrow also contains several Monterrey cypress trees.  These windrows serve as 
roosting areas for raptors which forage in the site's grasslands. 
 
The Orcutt creek channel becomes wide and flat throughout the center of the segment which crosses this 
site.  This has resulted in significant sedimentation, and the formation of a unique inland delta area, with the 
main channel diverging into several small stream channels.  A freshwater marshE mergent vegetation such 
as rush and bulrush has developed along these segments of the creek, and supports emergent vegetation such 
as rush and bulrush, which provide excellent nesting habitat for red-winged and Brewer's blackbirds.  
Freshwater marsh is also present at 3 locations along the western site boundary, where dDrainages are 
impounded at 3 locations along the western site boundary by the berm which supports Black Road. 
 
The remainder of the areas not in active cultivation are covered by large tracts of annual grassland, which 
constitute prime foraging habitat for a number of bird species including: white tailed kite, red-tailed hawk, 
golden eagle and loggerhead shrike.  The terrain and its associated vegetation comprise prime habitat for the 
burrowing owl, a species which has declined dramatically in Santa Barbara County.  Black-tailed jackrabbit 
and ground squirrels are also common in these areas.  Overall, the 1179 acre Site's variety of habitats, 
undeveloped character and location in a rural area provide varied habitats for a wide variety of wildlife.  
Larger mammals using the site are expected to include grey fox, coyote, deer and possibly bobcat and 
badger.  
 
Impacts 
Development of this site with 2,000 or more units would substantially alter existing habitat values not only 
by direct removal of substantial amounts of habitat, but by fragmentation of remaining habitats and the 
introduction of substantial disturbances from new human populations including noise, light, polluted run-off 
and domestic animals.   In addition to the County's proposed realignment of Dutard Road and "E" Street, as 
depicted in Figure KS22-5.1,  Figure KS22-6 depicts the potential realignment of "E" Street via Dutard 
Road and Black Road.  This alternative would completely avoid the sensitive vernal pool/wetland sand dune 
complex, however it may not satisfy north/south circulation needs.   
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Impact BIO-32:  Removal of eucalyptus woodlands.  Removal of eucalyptus woodlands that are used as a 
roosting and/or nesting site for raptors could have a potentially significant impact on raptor populations, 
many of whom are California Species of Special Concern. 
 
Impact BIO-33:  Weed invasion.  Landscaping with weedy species in the proposed newly urbanized areas 
could have a potentially significant impact on the remaining acreages of native plant communities by 
displacing native species and thus significantly altering habitat characteristics and ecological functions.  
These weedy species include iceplant, pampas grass, veldt grass, eucalyptus, spiny clotbur and Australian 
fireweed. 
 
Policy Impacts 
Adoption of the Orcutt Community Plan may include adoption of numerous policies affecting future 
development.  Those policies that have the potential of significantly impacting biological resources are 
discussed below.   The following analysis is based upon the draft policies contained within the November 
15, 1994 Initiation Draft Orcutt Community Plan.    
 
Impact BIO-34: Parks, Recreation and Schools policies.  Draft policies 1, 3, 5 and 8 encourage or direct 
the County to increase recreational opportunities on open land, including encouraging private development 
to incorporate facilities such as golf courses.   In particular, Draft PRT policy 8, and Schools policies 1 and 5 
could result in elimination of a substantial portion of the vernal wetland/sand dune complex (next to 
Arrellanes School). and other wetlands on Key Site 22.  This could result in the elimination of critical 
habitat areas and is potentially significant. 
 
Impact BIO-35: Trails policies.  Draft policies 22, 23 and 24 encourage the County to develop a 
comprehensive trail system on open lands.  This could result in elimination of sensitive plants, as discussed 
in Impact BIO-8 which is potentially significant. 
 
Impact BIO-36:  Sewer system policies.  Draft policies 1 and 2 could result in potentially significant 
impacts to creeks and wetlands as described in Impacts BIO-10, 11, and 12.  
 
Impact BIO-37:  Transportation policies.  Draft policy 1 requires completion of needed roadways which 
would have potentially significant impacts as described in Impacts BIO-1 - 7. 
 
Impact BIO-38:  Flood Control policies.  Draft Policies 6 and 12 requiring retention basins would have 
potentially significant impacts to riparian and other systems (Impact BIO-15). 
 
 
C.Cumulative Impacts 
Cumulative impacts from development of the Orcutt Community Plan in addition to development in the City 
of Santa Maria, Vandenberg Air Force Base and southwestern San Luis Obispo County would be most 
severely cumulatively significant to wetlands, riparian, central dune scrub, oak woodlands, central coast 
scrub and sandhill chaparral communities.  In particular, development of portions of the proposed golf 
course and Union Valley Parkway extension on the southern portions of the airport property would 
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Mitigation BIO-22:  The ancient sand dunes of Orcutt shall be protected and preserved to the maximum 
extent feasible.  All feasible measures shall be taken to avoid impacts to these dunes, including but not 
limited to: realignment of roads and construction of bridges over rather than through dunes.  
(Addresses Impact BIO-24).  
 
Mitigation BIO-23:  Sandhill chaparral, central dune scrub, oak woodlands and central coastal sage scrub 
shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Developments adjacent to these areas shall employ 
setbacks, clustering, native landscape buffers and restoration of degraded areas including any impacted rare 
species.  The goal of the plans shall be to have no net loss of habitat.   
(Addresses Impacts BIO-25, -26, -27, and -29) 
 
Mitigation BIO-24:   Riparian vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible.  A minimum 
buffer of 50 feet from the dripline of riparian vegetation shall be maintained.  All new development adjacent 
to creeks and streams shall be required to implement a riparian habitat restoration plan.  The project shall 
minimize the effects of adjacent urbanization by: 1) locating the restoration onsite to the maximum extent 
feasible, 2)  hooding and directing all lights away from the creek, 3) providing a long-term drainage plan 
that directs any potentially polluted drainage away from the creek, and 4) implementing an erosion and 
sedimentation control plan during construction.   
(Addresses Impact BIO-28) 
 
Mitigation BIO-25:  No recreational or other development shall be permitted that would adversely impact 
the Bishop Pine Forest.  In order to preserve the potential for wildfire and regeneration to occur, any new 
structures shall be located a minimum of 300 feet from the forest boundary.  
(Addresses Impact BIO-30) 
 
Mitigation BIO-26:  Oak trees shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Measures taken to 
preserve oak trees should include modification of project design (eg: clustering, narrower road width, taller 
building heights, etc).  The area protected from grading, paving and other disturbances should include the 
area 6 feet outside of the dripline.  Where oak trees are killed, they shall be replaced in a manner consistent 
with County standards. (Addresses Impact BIO-31) 
 
Mitigation BIO-27:  Eucalyptus woodlands that are used as roosting and/or nesting site for raptors shall be 
protected to the maximum extent feasible.  Where eucalyptus trees are removed, they should be replaced by 
native trees.  (Addresses Impact BIO-32) 
 
Mitigation BIO-28:  Landscape plans for developments on the edge of open space areas shall include trees 
and shrubs native to the Santa Maria Valley.  (The Orcutt Biological Resources Technical Report [Rindlaub 
1995a] contains a list of species.)  Planting of invasive weedy plants such as iceplant, pampas grass, veldt 
grass, monterey pine, eucalyptus, spiny clotbur and Australian fireweed shall be strongly discouraged and 
removed where feasible in these areas.  (Addresses Impact BIO-33)  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit C.1 
 

To be removed from OCP FEIR Appendix D:  
Vernal Wetlands and Orcutt Creek Wetlands Delineation, K. Rindlaub Biological 

Consulting, September 1, 1995.  
 

 
 

Document available in Attachment 6: Planning Commission Action Letter  
and for viewing and download at: 

http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org/planareas/orcutt/orcutt.php) 
 

http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org/planareas/orcutt/orcutt.php�
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APPENDIX D 
 
 
 

Vernal Wetlands and Orcutt Creek Wetlands Delineation, K. Rindlaub Biological Consulting, 
September 1, 1995 removed by Resolution # ________ of the Board of Supervisors in 

compliance with court ruling in Adam Bros. Farming Inc. v. County of Santa Barbara (Super 
Ct. Santa Barbara County, 2004, No. 1007452) 
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