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Staff Recommendation 

• Receive and file the 2014 Sustainability 
Progress Report 

• Adopt the Zero Net Energy Resolution 

• As Board determines appropriate, provide 
staff direction regarding  future 
Sustainability initiatives 
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Background 

• State Directive:  AB32 – 2006 Statewide 
effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

• County Directive:  Resolution 09-059 

• 2010 Sustainability Action Plan 

• Countywide Energy and Climate Action Plan 

• SCE Grant Funded 2013 Energy Action Plan 
and Benchmarking Policy for County Facilities 
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Significant Sustainability Actions Since 
Release of 2010 Plan 

• Completion of 2013 Energy Action Plan and 
Benchmarking Policy for County owned facilities 

• Extended the empowerSBC  program which makes home 
energy easier and more affordable to homeowners 

• Completed 2 large scale solar projects generating a 
combined 2 MW of electricity annually. 

• Continued work on Energy and Climate Action Plan for 
unincorporated areas of Santa Barbara County. 
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What Is A Zero Net Energy Building? 

• A building that, on an annual basis, will 
consume as much energy as it produces from 
renewable sources, while maintaining an 
acceptable level of service and functionality 

• Zero Net Energy (ZNE)  buildings can exchange 
energy with the power grid as long as the net 
energy balance is zero on an annual basis 
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Why ZNE is Important? 
 

Buildings are the Largest Energy 

Consumer in the U.S 
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All new commercial construction in California will 

be zero net energy by 2030. 

Commercial New Construction  

All new residential construction in 

California will be zero net energy by 2020. 

Residential New Construction  

Heating, Ventilation, and Air 

Conditioning (HVAC) 

industry will be reshaped 

Residential / Small Commercial 
HVAC   

BIG BOLD 

Energy 

Efficiency 

Strategies 

Low- Income 
Energy 
Efficiency  
All eligible low-

income homes 

will be energy-

efficient by 2020 
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Can We Reach ZNE? 
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Zero Net Energy Resolution 

“All new Santa Barbara County owned facilities and major 
renovations beginning design after 2025 be constructed as 
Zero Net Energy Facilities with an interim target for 50% of 
new facilities beginning design after 2020 to be Zero Net 
Energy.  Santa Barbara County Departments shall also take 
measures toward achieving ZNE for 50% of the square footage 
of existing Santa Barbara County owned facilities by 2025 and 
the remaining 50% by 2035” 
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Concept Renewable Energy  
Transition Plan 

•  Phased approach to transitioning numerous 
existing County owned facilities to near ZNE. 

• Utilizes a combination of Solar Photovoltaic 
(PV), Solar Thermal Collection and Small Wind 
Energy Turbines. 
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Phase 1 Project List 
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Example of Preliminary PV Layout 
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SBC  Sustainability Efforts 

• Transition to paperless environment 

• Recycled paper when printing is necessary 

• Recycling containers in all County facilities 

• Lighting upgrades 

• Videoconferencing vs. in person meetings 

• Telecommuting when appropriate 
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ALL Electric Vehicle  



Step #1 Walk around 
the vehicle to ensure 
there is no damage  

to the vehicle 
Step #2 Unplug the charging 
cord from the vehicle, close 
the Vehicle’s charging port 

door 

Step #3 Secure the 
charging station 
cord back on the 

station’s plug port 
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Thank you for your interest 
in the County’s new EV 
program  
 
Electric Vehicles are now available for rental 
at our downtown Admin and Calle Real 
Campus Car Share sites 

You are now an “Approved EV Driver” 
 
Please allow General Services 24 hours to update your driver’s 
account 
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Staff Recommendation 

• Receive and file  the 2014 Sustainability 
Progress Report 

• Adopt the Zero Net Energy Resolution 

• As Board determines appropriate, provide 
staff direction regarding  future 
Sustainability initiatives 
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