
































































































































































































































COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Montecito Planning Commission 
 
CC: Dianne Black, Director, Development Services, P&D 
 Dave Ward, Deputy Director, DRS, P&D 
 Anne Almy, Supervising Planner, P&D 
 Rachel Van Mullem, County Counsel  
   
FROM: Megan Lowery, Planner 
 
DATE: January 27, 2010 
 
RE: NextG Antenna Appeals Case Nos.: 
 09APL-00000-00036, 09LUP-00000-00317 (ESB08);  
 09APL-00000-00038, 09LUP-00000-00319 (ESB14); and 
 10APL-00000-00001, 09LUP-00000-00381 (ESB03). 
  
 

 
• Page 1 of appeal 09APL-00000-00036, 09LUP-00000-00317 (ESB08), is missing 

appellant Laurie Schuster, 770 Riven Rock Road, Santa Barbara, CA, 93108. 
 

• The CEQA exemption citation on page 1 (header) and page 2, (Section 2.0 
Recommendations and Procedures) should read “15061(b)(3)” not “1506b3.”   

 
• Condition No. 7 in the permit in Attachment B, should be corrected to read as 

follows: 
 
7.  Underground Utilities.  Except as otherwise noted in the Project Description and 
approved plans, all utilities necessary for facility operation, including coaxial cable, 
shall be placed underground.  Conduit shall be sized so as provide additional capacity to 
accommodate utilities for other telecommunication carriers should collocation be 
pursued in the future. If at a later date the utility poles are proposed for removal as part 
of the undergrounding of the utility lines, the permit for the facilities shall be null and 
void. Plan Requirements:  The Permittee shall restate the provisions for utility 
undergrounding on all building and grading plans. Timing: This condition shall be 
satisfied prerequisite to building permit issuance for the Project.  Monitoring: P&D 
shall check plans prior to approval of building plans for the Project. 
 

• Condition No. 8, in the permit in Attachment B, and cited on page 7 (Section 3.4), 
should be corrected to read as follows: 
 



8. FCC Compliance. The facility shall, at all times, be operated in strict conformance 
with: (i) all rules, regulations standards and guidance) published by the Federal 
Communications Commission (“FCC”), including but not limited to, safety signage, 
Maximum Permissible Exposure (“MPE”) Limits, and any other similar requirements to 
ensure public protection or (ii) all other legally binding, more restrictive standards 
subsequently adopted by federal agencies having jurisdiction.  Compliance shall be 
governed by the following provisions: 
 
a. Initial Verification. The Permittee shall hire a qualified professional acceptable 

to the County (wholly independent of the Permittee), to perform radio frequency 
(“RF”) field test that measures actual RF electromagnetic exposure at the 
Project site.  This RF field-testing shall measure all ambient sources of RF 
energy at the site and report the cumulative RF exposure which includes 
contributions from the site together with other sources of RF energy in the 
environment as a whole. The measurements shall be made by the responsible 
professional who will author the report to the County.  This report of the 
measurement results and the author's/professional’s findings with respect to 
compliance with federally established MPE standards shall be submitted to the 
County within 30 days of the Final Building Inspection Clearance.  The 
Permittee shall pay for the cost of undertaking the field measurements and 
preparing the report. The facility shall cease and desist commercial operations 
until it complies with, or has been modified to comply with, applicable RF 
standards.  
 

b. Continued Verification.  Every five years the Permittee shall hire a qualified 
professional acceptable to the County to perform RF field testing (as described in 
section “a” above) to evaluate compliance with current federally established 
MPE standards. In the event the adopted RF standards change, the Permittee 
shall submit a report with calculations of the maximum potential public RF 
exposure from the Project with respect to the revised RF public exposure 
standards, within 90 days of the date said change becomes effective.  If 
calculated levels exceed eighty percent (80%) of the applicable RF standards, the 
Permittee shall notify the County and submit a MPE compliance verification 
report with the results from  current RF field-testing, (as described in section one 
above), at the site.  The Permittee shall pay for the cost of preparing the reports.  
However, for joint-carrier sites, cumulative reporting may be delegated to one 
carrier upon the agreement of all carriers at the site.  Procedures, penalties and 
remedies for non-compliance (or alleged non-compliance) with these reporting 
requirements shall be governed by the provisions of the Telecommunications 
Ordinance and the FCC regulations. 
 

c. Equipment Addition and Replacement.  Prior to the addition or replacement of 
equipment which has the potential to increase  RF emissions at any public 
location beyond that estimated in the initial application and within the scope of 
the project description, the Permittee shall submit, to the Director, a report 
providing the calculation of predicted maximum effective radiated power 
including the new equipment as well as the maximum cumulative potential public 
RF exposure expressed as a percentage of the public MPE limit  attributable to 
the site as a whole.  Once the new equipment has been installed, the Permittee 
shall perform Initial Verification as stated in “a” above. 

  



Plan Requirements:  The Permittee shall restate the provisions for MPE compliance on all 
building plans.  Timing:  Initial verification of compliance with RF public MPE standards 
shall be accomplished not later than 30 days following the Final Building Inspection 
Clearance. Continued verification of compliance with MPE requirements shall be 
accomplished by RF field test reports, (as described in section one above), submitted by the 
applicant, at a minimum of every five years following initial verification.  Monitoring:  P&D 
staff shall review, or obtain a qualified professional to review, all RF field test reports and 
estimated maximum cumulative RF exposure reports providing calculations of predicted 
compliance with the public MPE standard.  P&D staff shall monitor changes in RF 
standards, as well as equipment modifications, additions and RF exposures at the Project 
site as reported by the applicant that might trigger the requirement for field-testing at 
intervening times between regular test periods. 

 
• NextG’s submittal to CPUC regarding the entire project and the basis for the NOE 

is available for review at the Planning & Development office upon request, and is 
also available online at the County’s NextG project website: 
http://www.sbcountyplanning.org/projects/09CNS-00032NextG/index.cfm  
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