
District
Attorney

2009-10 Adopted Budget:  $17,865,083
2009-10 Adopted GFC:  $10,960,120
CCPP:  pages 10-11
Service Level Reductions:  pages 10-12



Gap Analysis
$3.9 MILLION

TOTAL ESTIMATED BUDGET GAP

$1.9 million Salaries and Benefits including 
$838,000 in Retirement 
Contribution

$1.3 million “Cliffs” / one-time funding for 
ongoing core services

$  753,738  7% Target Reduction



35 TOTAL REDUCTION IN FTEs

15 Deputy District Attorneys (of 49 = 31%  )

4 District Attorney Investigators (of 19 = 21%  )

13 Legal & Admin. Support Staff (of 42 = 31%  )

3 Victim/Witness Advocates (of 10 = 30%  )

Potential Service Level Reductions



Duty of the District Attorney

• The mandatory duty of the office of the 
district attorney is “to diligently and 
vigilantly pursue those who are 
believed to have violated the criminal 
codes of the state.”

People v. Hartman (1985) 170 Cal.App.3d 572
City of Merced v. County of Merced (1966)  240 Cal.App.2d 763,766
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County Caseload Comparison
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Number of Prosecutors

2/19/2010

Currently  
of 49 
positions 8 
are vacant 
resulting in 
a total of 
41 filled 
positions



• 3 Prosecutors

• 1 DA Investigator

• 5 Truancy Supervisors and Social Workers

2008-2009 Service Level Reductions



• 8 Prosecutors

• 1 DA Investigator

• 1 Truancy Supervisor

• 1.5 Legal Office Professionals

2009-2010 Service Level Reductions











2010
OPEN MURDER CASES

58 Defendants
37 Murder Victims
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2/10/2010







2008
FBI Violent Crime Statistics

Santa Maria, CA
(Per Capita)

• 6% higher than Los Angeles
• 12% higher than Bakersfield
• 22% higher than Fresno
• 65% higher than Oxnard
• 86% higher than Ventura
• 130% higher than San Luis Obispo



2008
FBI Murder Statistics

Santa Maria, CA
(Per Capita)

• 6% higher than Los Angeles
• 23% higher than Fresno
• 35% higher than Bakersfield
• 38% higher than Oxnard
• 437% higher than Ventura





Potential Service Level Reductions

1.Eliminate Trial Support Specialist

2.Terminate Data-sharing Enhancements to 
automated case management system

3.Reduce staffing for Welfare Fraud 

4.Eliminate Consumer Fraud & Environmental 
Prosecutions



Potential Service Level Reductions

5.Eliminate investigative services for misdemeanors

6.Reduce Victim/Witness Services

7.Eliminate investigative services for Misdemeanor     
Domestic Violence

8.Eliminate Victim/Witness Staff in Lompoc



Potential Service Level Reductions

9. Eliminate 5 Attorney positions vacated through         
Retirement Incentive Program

10.Reduce & consolidate Lompoc Office staff into 
Santa Maria Office

11.Eliminate attorney staffing from Arraignment 
Courts

12.Reduce misdemeanor Deputy DA’s by 60%



Number of Prosecutors

2/19/2010




