
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

105 E. Anapamu Street, Suite 407 

Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

(805) 568-2240  

 

Agenda Number:  

 

Department Name: Planning and 
Development 

Department No.: 053 
For Agenda Of: April 24, 2007 
Placement:   Administrative  
Estimated Tme:    
Continued Item: No  
If Yes, date from:  
Vote Required: Majority  

 

TO: Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Department 

Director(s)  
John Baker, Planning & Development 
805-568-2085 
 

 Contact Info: John McInnes, Director Office of Strategic & Long Range Planning 
 805-568-3552 
 
Joy Hufschmid, Special Projects Manager,  
805-568-3373 

SUBJECT:   California Tiger Salamander Regional Conservation Strategy Steering Committee  
 

County Counsel Concurrence  Auditor-Controller Concurrence  

As to form: Yes  As to form: N/A   

  
  
 

Recommended Actions:  
That the Board of Supervisors: 
 

1. Create the Conservation Steering Committee (CSC) for the Regional Conservation Strategy 
Program by adopting a resolution (Attachment A) approving the formation of the CSC.  

 
2. Establish the mission of the CSC to advise County staff on the preparation of a Regional 

Conservation Strategy for the protection of the California tiger salamander and potentially other 
threatened or endangered species. 

 

Summary Text:  

This item is on the agenda for Board of Supervisors consideration pursuant to procedures outlined in 
Section V Appointment Process and Membership Term, in the Board adopted Guidelines for General 
Plan Advisory Committees and Similar Advisory Bodies of April 19, 1991. The formation of an 
advisory committee can be accomplished by approving the recommended actions creating the CSC, 
appointing its members and identifying its mission. The CSC is intended to operate as an advisory 
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committee and will be governed by the general provisions of the Board Adopted Guidelines for General 
Plan Advisory Committees and Similar Bodies (Attachment C) dated April 9, 1991 except as to voting 
which will be by consensus at the request of the committee with meeting minutes reflecting any 
dissention. 
   
The formation of the CSC is an integral part of the development of the Regional Conservation Strategy. 
The committee, being subject to rules instituted by the Brown Act, will ensure all decisions are made 
with full public participation and disclosure.   
 
On March 28, 2006 the Board of Supervisors initiated the development of the Regional Conservation 
Strategy and directed staff to return to the Board for approval of an advisory committee comprised of 
representatives from the stakeholder interest groups identified below. Adoption of the attached 
resolution will ratify the CSC membership as follows: 
 
 

Stakeholder Interest Member/Alternate Affiliation 
Local Jurisdictions Will Shipsey/ Wendy Stockton City of Santa Maria 
US Fish & Wildlife Katie Drexhage/ Steve Henry US Fish & Wildlife 
Ca Dept Fish & Game Martin Potter/ Mary Meyer Ca Dept Fish & Game 
Environmental Community Tom Maloney/ Suneil Thomas The Nature Conservancy 
Environmental Community Sam Sweet/ None  University of CA 
Development Community Jerry Bunin/ None Home Builders Association 
Ranching Community Susan Petrovich/ Willy Chamberlin SB Cattlemen’s Association 
Farming Community Ronda Lucas/ Teri Bontrager SB Farm Bureau 

 
 

Background:  

The Santa Barbara County distinct population segment of the California tiger salamander was federally 
listed as an endangered species in 2000. The Board of Supervisors initiated the development of a 
Regional Conservation Strategy on March 28, 2006. The strategy is being developed pursuant to the 
1973 Federal Endangered Species Act, as amended. The purpose of the Regional Conservation Strategy 
is to improve protection of the California tiger salamander, and potentially other endangered and 
threatened species. 
  

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  

Budgeted: Yes 

There is no provision for compensation or reimbursement to the CSC. Although not a direct cost of the 
formation of the CSC, there are several indirect costs associated with the operation of the CSC. Meeting 
materials and supplies and hearing support will be provided by the Planning and Development 
Department.  There is an approximate cost of $1,000 to Planning and Development per meeting for 
hearing support.  
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Fiscal Analysis:  

Funding Sources Current FY Cost:
Annualized 

On-going Cost:

Total One-Time

Project Cost

General Fund 200,000.00$                 1,425,000.00$               
State

Federal

Fees

Other:

Total 200,000.00$                 -$                            1,425,000.00$                

 
Funding for the Regional Conservation Strategy and committee process were included in the adopted 
Fiscal Year 06/07 budget in the General Services Program located on page D-366 of the County FY 
06/07 budget. Funding for Fiscal Year 07/08 is included in the Planning & Development, Office of Long 
Range Planning proposed budget. This includes the costs associated with staff, facilitator, and 
consultants involved with committee activities. 
 
Creation of the CSC is not a mandated activity. It is undertaken by the County on an elective basis. No 
changes in services would occur.  
 

Staffing Impacts: 

 

Legal Positions: FTEs: 
N/A 2 

 

Special Instructions:  
Clerk of the Board shall post legal notice in the Santa Barbara Newspress at least 10 calendar days 
before the hearing.  
 

Attachments:  

1. Attachment A: Resolution in the Matter of Approving Formation of the RCS Conservation 
Steering Committee. 

2. Attachment B: Regional Conservation Strategy Organizational Framework 
3. Attachment C: April 9, 1991 County of Santa Barbara Board Approved Guidelines for General 

Plan Advisory Committee and other Similar Advisory Bodies. 
 

Authored by:   

Joy Hufschmid, Project Manager, Office of Long Range Planning, 805-568-3373 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: A 
 

Board Resolution in the Matter of Approving 
 Formation of the RCS Conservation Steering Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING  ) RESOLUTION NO: 07-  
FORMATION OF THE    ) 
REGIONAL CONSERVATION   ) 
STRATEGY CONSERVATION   ) 
STEERING COMMITTEE   )   
 
 
 

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2006 the Board of Supervisors directed staff to initiate a Regional 
Conservation Strategy for the California tiger salamander and potentially other threatened and 
endangered species within its range;  
 

WHEREAS, stakeholders with an interest in the conservation strategy were sought to form an 
advisory committee to advise staff in the development and implementation of the regional conservation 
strategy draft plan;  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to have a well-balanced committee consisting of representatives from 

local jurisdictions, agriculture, ranching, development, scientific and environmental interests, and state 
and federal environmental regulatory agencies;  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors deems it to be in the best interest of the public and the 
project for the advisory committee to be subject to the Brown Act; 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has conducted a duly noticed public hearing; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The above recitations are true and correct. 
 
2. The Conservation Steering Committee hereinafter referred to as the (CSC) shall be comprised of 

eight members as follows: 
 

Stakeholder Interest Member/Alternate Affiliation 
Local Jurisdictions Will Shipsey/ Wendy Stockton City of Santa Maria 
US Fish & Wildlife Katie Drexhage/ Steve Henry US Fish & Wildlife 
Ca Dept Fish & Game Martin Potter/ Mary Meyer Ca Dept Fish & Game 
Environmental Community Tom Maloney/ Suneil Thomas The Nature Conservancy 
Environmental Community Sam Sweet/ None  University of CA 
Development Community Jerry Bunin/ None Home Builders Association 
Ranching Community Susan Petrovich/ Willy Chamberlin SB Cattlemen’s Association 
Farming Community Ronda Lucas/ Teri Bontrager SB Farm Bureau 
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3. The CSC serves as an advisory body and shall receive community input, develop project goals, 

and review and comment on the draft Regional Conservation Strategy Plan. CSC represents the 
broad public interest ahead of any personal interests and/or biases. CSC members will abstain 
from all discussions and votes where objectivity is not possible.  

 
4. The CSC is not permitted to review or comment on current development or Comprehensive Plan 

projects unless specifically authorized by the Board of Supervisors. Attachment B describes the 
role and function of staff and the CSC. 

 
5. The term of office shall be determined by the completion of the Regional Conservation Strategy 

Plan and is projected to be approximately fifteen months.  Termination of members shall be 
subject to majority approval by the Board of Supervisors.  Replacement of members shall be 
based on nomination by the represented agencies and organizations and subject to approval by 
the Board of Supervisors. There is no provision for committee reimbursement or compensation. 
Meeting materials and supplies shall be provided by the County. 

 
6. A professional facilitator under contract to the County of Santa Barbara Office of Long Range 

Planning will assist the CSC.  
 
7. A quorum shall consist of 5 members and shall be required to conduct any County-sanctioned 

CSC meetings.   
 

8. Voting will be by consensus with meeting minutes reflecting any dissention.  
 

9. All other provisions of the Attachment C, Guidelines for General Plan Advisory Committees and 
Similar Advisory Bodies as may be amended, including compliance with the Ralph M. Brown 
Act which governs open meetings for local government bodies, shall apply to the CSC upon 
formation by the Board of Supervisors. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa 

Barbara, State of California, this _24th day of _April_, 2007, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSTAINED: 

 ABSENT: 

 

______________________________ 
BROOKS FIRESTONE 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Barbara 
 
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
MICHAEL F. BROWN STEPHEN SHANE STARK 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors County Counsel 
 
 
By ___________________________   By___________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk      Deputy County Counsel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: B 
 

Regional Conservation Strategy Organizational Framework 
 

 



County Board of Supervisors

Office of Long Range 
Planning 

Regional Conservation 
Strategy 
(RCS)

Provides 
Input and 
Feedback

Provides 
Input 

and Feedback

Regional Conservation Strategy
 Organizational Framework

Allocated Funds to California 
Tiger Salamander Regional 

Conservation Strategy Process; 
Considers and adopts Strategy 

Plan.

Responsible for managing 
Regional Conservation Strategy 
process. Manages consultants in 
writing the plan. Presents the plan 

to the Board of Supervisors. 

Responsible for receiving 
community input, developing 

goals, and reviewing and 
commenting on Regional 

Conservation Strategy and plan.

General Public

Attachment B



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: C 
 
April 9, 1991 County of Santa Barbara Board Adopted Guidelines 

for General Plan Advisory Committees and Similar Advisory 
Bodies 
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