
Unlawful Roadside and Sidewalk Food Vending 

Operations in Santa Barbara County
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A complex problem, but centered on public safety

Courtesy of Santa Barbara County Public Health Department



Passage of Senate Bill 946: Sidewalk Vending

Defined as: A person who sells food or merchandise from 
a pushcart, stand, display, pedal-driven cart, wagon 
showcase, rack, or other non-motorized conveyance upon 
a public sidewalk or other pedestrian path.

Establishes parameters for regulation.

Intent to decriminalize sidewalk vending no criminal 
citations only administrative/civil.

And to promote entrepreneurship and accessibility into 
the local economy.
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SB 946: Sidewalk Vending
Ends criminalization of sidewalk vending in California and allows authorities 
to develop non-criminal laws to protect public health, safety, and welfare.

Local Authorities Can:
• Limit hours of operation
• Prohibit stationary sidewalk vending in residential areas
• Prohibit sidewalk vending near farmers’ markets, swap meets, and 

temporary special permit areas

Require vendors to comply with the Americans with Disability Act (for 
example, vendors cannot block curb ramps).

Require a permit or license.
Request certain information about the business’ operations (name, mailing 
address, type of sale).
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SB 946: Sidewalk Vending
Here is what local authorities CAN’T do:
Require sidewalk vendors to operate in a specific area, unless the local 
authority is restricting vending to protect the community’s health, 
safety, or welfare.

Require vendors to ask permission from businesses or anyone besides 
the government.

Prohibit sidewalk vendors from operating in public parks, unless the 
park has a concession agreement, or the park is restricting vending in 
to protect the community’s health, safety, or welfare.

Restrict the number of sidewalk vendors, unless limitation of the 
number of vendors is to protect the community’s health, safety, or 
welfare.
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SB 972: Compact Mobile Food Operations

Updates CA Retail Food Code as of January 
2023

Generally, allows for an expanded definition 
of “limited food preparation” and makes it 
easier for food carts to obtain a Health 
Permit.

Exempts food vendors with small quantities 
of whole fruit and prepackaged food.

Environmental Health issues permits for 
CMFO.
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Environmental Health & Safety 

Concerns for Unlawful Vendors

• Food safety & sanitation 
concerns
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Concerns for Unlawful Vendors

• Food safety & sanitation 
concerns
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Environmental Health & Safety 

Concerns for Unlawful Vendors

• Food safety & sanitation concerns – interior of 
vehicles that store and transport food
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Environmental Health & Safety 

Concerns for Unlawful Vendors

Photo credit: County of Santa Barbara 10

• Food safety & sanitation concerns –
“kitchen” conditions



Environmental Health & Safety 

Concerns for Unlawful Vendors

Photo credit: County of Santa Barbara 11

• Food safety & sanitation concerns –
“kitchen” conditions



Citation Process for Environmental 

Health & Safety Violations
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Citation Process for Environmental 

Health & Safety Violations
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Public Safety Concerns

• Fire, open-flame, 
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Public Safety Concerns

• Fire, open-flame, propane, 
and hazardous materials

Photo credit: County of Santa Barbara; and 
authorized use from 3rd District residents
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Public Safety Concerns

• Roadside and traffic safety

• ADA encroachments 
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Other Concerns

• Dumping of grease, other 
materials nearby waterways 
and creeks

• Lights, noise, litter, and other 
nuisances

Photo credit: County of Santa Barbara, City of Santa Barbara, and authorized use from 3rd District residents
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Other Concerns

• Unfair business practices, 
labor and tax collection
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Task-Force

• Identify common ground
• Align enforcement efforts
• Share resources
• Consistent enforcement 

practices
• Pinpoint helpful changes for 

state legislation
• Joint messaging to discourage 

patronage

19


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

