




Memorandum  

Date: August 1, 2002 
 
To: The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
 
From: John Patton 
 Director 
 Planning and Development 
 
 Staff Contact:  Brian R. Baca 
 Engineering Geologist 
 
Subject: Tajiguas Landfill Expansion Project, 01-EIR-5:   
 Clarification of the Project Description regarding the western slope 

borrow area. 
 
CC: Phil Demery, Public Works 

Alan Seltzer, Co. Counsel 
 David McDermott, Co. Counsel 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This memorandum is provided to clarify the project description presented in 
Environmental Impact Report 01-EIR-5 regarding the use of borrow soil from the 
slope located immediately west of the existing landfill waste accumulation. For 
background information, a discussion of the local permitting requirements as they 
relate to the Coastal Zone and Inland portions of the site is provided. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Local Permitting Requirements: 
 
Outside of the Coastal Zone 
 
The portion of the Tajiguas Landfill located outside of the Coastal Zone is not 
subject to the requirement of a local land use permit pursuant to Section 35-
201.2 of the County of Santa Barbara Article III Zoning Ordinance.  This section 
specifically exempts �development by the County of Santa Barbara or any district 
of which the Board of Supervisors is the governing body� from the permit 
requirements of the zoning ordinance. 
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Inside the Coastal Zone 

 
As previously determined, projects or activities that are within the scope of the 
existing historic landfill facility are not subject to the permit requirements of the 
Article II Coastal Zoning Ordinance. Examples of recent activities at the landfill 
determined to be exempt from Article II permit requirements include the bench fill 
project and the new onsite sedimentation basin. The status of the existing landfill 
as it pertains to the Coastal Zone is further discussed below. 
 
The Tajiguas Landfill was installed and began operating in 1966, prior to the 
enactment of the Coastal Act, the passage of the California Environmental 
Quality Act and the onset of State regulation of landfills through the Solid Waste 
Management Act.  Therefore, the only potentially applicable regulation was the 
County of Santa Barbara Zoning Ordinance #661.  The Tajiguas Landfill, a 
County public works facility, was not subject to a County permit requirement 
because Ordinance #661 specifically states that it is not applicable to �the County 
of Santa Barbara or any district of which the Board of Supervisors is the 
governing body.�  Thus, the landfill became a legal facility with no established 
limits of operation within the boundaries of the original landfill property (APN 081-
150-019).   
 
In 1978, the landfill received a Solid Waste Facilities Permit (SWFP) from the 
State of California.  The 1978 SWFP imposed a 400-foot elevation limit on the 
landfill but otherwise did not affect the permit status of the facility.  Landfill activity 
(i.e. waste placement) within the parcel and below 400 feet in elevation was (and 
is) a continuation of the historic operation of the original landfill.  This landfill 
activity is not subject to Coastal Zone permit requirements.  The 1988 SWFP 
expanded the height limit to 500 feet throughout the landfill, including the coastal 
zone.  However, no Coastal Development Permit to allow the increase in height 
within the coastal zone portion of the landfill has been requested or issued. In 
fact, a component of the proposed expansion project calls for the relocation of 
some refuse currently buried within the coastal zone to achieve conformance 
with the elevation limit included in the 1978 permit.  
 
Use of borrow soil from the western slope: 
 
Because of the differing permit requirements within the Coastal Zone and Inland 
areas, the Public Works Department proposes to clarify the project description to 
specify the location from where borrow soil would be obtained for cover activities 
for the proposed expanded landfill.  The project description would be amended to 
state the following: 
 

�Soil used for landfill cover activities in the portion of the proposed 
landfill expansion area located outside of the historic limits of the 
existing landfill shall only be obtained from areas outside of the 
coastal zone.�   
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The slope west of the existing waste accumulation (the �western slope�) has 
been a part of the landfill facility and a borrow source for refuse cover material 
since the beginning of waste disposal at the site in 1966. Thus, its future use as 
final cover within the limits of the historic landfill is considered part of the ongoing 
operation of an existing historic facility. No environmental review or Coastal 
Development Permit is required for such ongoing operations of an existing legal 
facility. No Land Use Permit would be required in the Inland (non-Coastal) area in 
any case pursuant to the cited section of the Article III Zoning Ordinance 
discussed above.  
 
Adequate soil resources are available outside the coastal zone to meet the 
regulatory requirements for cover soil on the portion of the proposed expanded 
landfill that would be located outside the limits of the historic landfill facility. A 
sufficient volume of soil is similarly available from coastal and non-coastal areas 
for cover material needed for the historic landfill site. Thus, the clarification of the 
project description proposed above is feasible and would preclude the 
requirement for a Coastal Development Permit for borrow activities involving the 
western slope.  
 

**************** 
 
 


