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TO:   Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  John Baker, Director   
   Planning & Development  
 
STAFF  Zoraida Abresch (934-6585) 
CONTACT:  Deputy Director  
 
SUBJECT: Hearing to consider a zoning ordinance text amendment to the Santa Barbara County 

Land Use and Development Code to allow an expedited permit process for 
Agricultural Soil Export Mining under the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 
(SMARA). 

 
 
Recommendation:   
 
That the Board of Supervisors consider the recommendations of the County Planning Commission and: 
 
A. Find that this amendment is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA. 
B. Adopt findings for approval of the proposed amendment. 
C. Adopt an Ordinance (Case No. 06ORD-00000-00013) amending Section 35-1, the Santa Barbara 

County Land Use and Development Code, of Chapter 35 of the County Code.  
 

Estimated hearing time: staff presentation 10 minutes; total time 30 minutes. 
 
Alignment with Board Strategic Plan: 
 
The recommendations are primarily aligned with Goal No. 1., An Efficient Government Able to 
Respond Effectively to the Needs of the Community, Goal No. 4., A Community that is Economically 
Vital and Sustainable, Goal No. 5., A High Quality of Life for All Residents, and is required by law or 
routine business necessity. 
 
Executive Summary  
 
This item is a proposed ordinance amendment to establish a streamlined permit process for approving 
the export of soil off agricultural properties that are found to benefit agriculture.  Exporting soil from 
agricultural property where soil of 1,000 cubic yards or more is removed for commercial purposes it is 
considered a mining operation and requires compliance with State and County Surface Mining and 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
BOARD AGENDA LETTER 

    
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
105 East Anapamu Street, Room 407 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101 
(805) 568-2240 



SMARA Ordinance Amendment 
06ORD-00000-00013 

October 24, 2006 
Page 2 

 
Reclamation Act requirements.  These requirements and the County’s existing permit process are 
geared toward traditional mining operations.  This work effort provides a simpler permit process for 
agricultural soil export projects, as was directed by the Board of Supervisors in May of this year 
resulting from an appeal of a Stop Work Order. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Board “set hearing” letter (10/10/06) provided the background on this item.  Since the letter was 
prepared, official comments have been received from the State Mining and Geology Board staff.  
They were asked to review the draft ordinance as well as the revised application form.  Their 
comment letter is included as Attachment D.  They had no comments or suggested changes to the 
ordinance.  The only comments identified two minor inconsistencies in the streamlined application 
form which staff has corrected.  Once final action is taken by the Board, staff will submit the final 
ordinance to the State Mining and Geology Board for their approval at the next available meeting 
(most likely in November).  Upon their approval these revisions to the Land Use Development Code 
would go into effect on January 2, 2007.  At that time staff will be able to accept applications for 
agricultural soil export mining under the streamlined process. 
 
Minor changes were made to the draft ordinance based upon final comments from County Counsel.   
These are reflected in Attachment C. 

 
Mandates and Service Levels:  Amendments to Section 35-1, the Santa Barbara County Land Use 
and Development Code, of Chapter 35 of the County Code are legislative acts under the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Supervisors.  
 
Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  Funding for this ordinance amendment work effort is budgeted in the 
Planning Support program of the Administration Division on page D-286 of the adopted Planning and 
Development Department's budget for fiscal year 2006-07. There are no facilities impacts.  
 
Special Instructions: The Clerk of the Board shall forward a copy of the Minute Order to Planning & 
Development, Attention: Cintia Mendoza, Hearing Support. 
 
Planning & Development will prepare all final action letters and notify all interested parties of the 
Board of Supervisors final action.  
 
Concurrence: None.  
 
Prepared by: Larry Appel, Supervising Planner (934-6261) 
 
Attachments: 
 
 
A. Findings 
B. CEQA Notice of Exemption 
C. Draft Ordinance 
D. State Mining and Geology Board letter, dated 09/26/06 
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Attachment A – State Mines and Geology Board Letter, September 26, 2006 
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