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SUBJECT: Graffiti Abatement Ordinance

County Counsel Concurrence Auditor-Controller Concurrence
As to form: Yes As to form: Yes

Other Concurrence: Risk Management
As to form: Yes

Recommended Actions:

That the Board of Supervisors set a hearing for December 16, 2008 and J anuary 13, 2009, to consider
adopting a Graffiti Abatement Ordinance.

On December 16, 2008, hold a hearing (estimated 15 minutes) to:
(A) Consider adopting a Graffiti Abatement Ordinance to add Chapter 47, Graffiti Abatement, to the
Santa Barbara County Code (First reading).

On January 13, 2009, hold a hearing (estimated 15 minutes) to:
(A) Consider adopting a Graffiti Abatement Ordinance to add Chapter 47, Graffiti Abatement, to the
Santa Barbara County Code (Second reading).
(B) Adopt a Resolution to Enable the Graffiti Ordinance within Isla Vista.

Summary Text:

The creation of a Graffiti Abatement Ordinance (“Ordinance”) will assist in efforts to combat the
proliferation of graffiti throughout the County. Graffiti impacts the quality of life of County residents as
it detracts from the aesthetics of the community, damages property, fosters disrespect for the law and
contributes to increased crime. As such, the Graffiti Abatement Ordinance before the Board will allow
County funds to be used for the expressed purpose of graffiti abatement on private properties located
within the unincorporated areas of the County as quickly as possible. The prompt removal of graffiti
will deter further graffiti.
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The Ordinance will allow the County Executive Officer or his/her designee té arrange for the abatement
of graffiti by County staff, contractors or volunteers on any privately owned surface, structure/building
or real property, at no cost to the property owner. The County must receive written consent from the
property owner in order to enter the property to remove the graffiti. Once written consent is recetved,
the County will be able to promptly remove the graffiti from the affected property.

The Graffiti Abatement Ordinance will not immediately be enabled in all areas of the County. It will
only be enacted in specific areas of the unincorporated County (the “effective area”) that have a graffiti
abatement plan and a funding mechanism in place. Once these two criteria are met, the Board may then
adopt a resolution to enable the Graffiti Abatement Ordinance in a specific planning or redevelopment
area (the “effective area™).

The action before the Board On December 16 would enable the Graffiti Abatement Ordinance for the
Isla Vista area. The County’s Redevelopment Agency will provide the funding for graffiti abatement in
the Isla Vista area. The use of redevelopment monies for graffiti abatement is permitted as per Section
3340.2 of the Health and Safety Code, which states” Within a project area, an agency may take any
actions that the agency determines are necessary to remove graffiti from public or private property upon
making a finding that, because of the magnitude and severity of the graffiti within the project area, the
action is necessary to effectuate the purposes of the redevelopment plan, and that the action will assist
with the elimination of blight, as defined in Section 33031.”

Background:

This item is on the Board’s agenda to create a new section of the County’s Code (Chapter 47) on Graffiti
Abatement to allow funds to be allocated toward graffiti abatement in specified areas of the County (the
“effective areas™). In particular, an effective area will be created for Isla Vista since it has a graffiti
abatement plan and a funding mechanism in place. Redevelopment Agency funds will be directed
toward graffiti abatement in the Isla Vista area to be used to remove graffiti from private property.

If the property owner provides written consent and if the abatement has not occurred on the same site
more than three times within 12 months, County staff, contractors or volunteers will enter the private
property and remove the graffiti at no cost to the property owner. If the property owner does not self-
abate the graffiti or provide consent to the County for abatement, the property owner will be assessed a
penalty of $100 per day until the graffiti is abated. These fines will then be used for future abatement
efforts.

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:
Budgeted: No

Fiscal Analysis:

Narrative: Funding for graffiti abatement within Isla Vista will be provided by the County’s
Redevelopment Agency. It is estimated that the cost of abatement will be approximately $6,000 a year.

Staffing Impacts:

Legal Positions: FTEs:
0 0

Special Instructions: Attachments:
Authored by:
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Sharon Friedrichsen

cc:

Terri Maus Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer
John Baker, Assistant County Executive Officer

Marie La Sala, County Counsel






