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DEFINITIONS 

Some of the terms defined below are taken directly from the Williamson Act.  The definitions in the 
Williamson Act (WA) may be amended from time to time by the state legislature. Any changes made to the 
Act’s definitions will supersede the definitions included in these Rules. Other terms are taken directly from 
County zoning ordinance (Santa Barbara County Code Chapter 35, Zoning). Those definitions are also 
subject to change in response to future zoning ordinance amendments. In some cases, definitions are derived 
from County zoning ordinances or the Williamson Act but have been tailored to the requirements of the 
County’s Agricultural Preserve Program and may be more restrictive than the zoning ordinances or the 
Williamson Act. Lastly, there are those definitions which have been developed specifically for the purposes 
of these Rules. 

Accessory dwelling unit: An attached or a detached residential dwelling unit that is located on the same 
parcel as a single-family or multiple-family dwelling to which the accessory dwelling unit is accessory 
and (1) provides complete independent living facilities for one or more persons including permanent 
provisions for cooking, eating, living, sanitation, and sleeping, and (2) provides interior access between 
all habitable rooms. An accessory dwelling unit may also include an efficiency unit, as defined in Section 
17958.1 Health and Safety Code, and a manufactured home, as defined in Section 18007 of the Health 
and Safety Code. 

1. Attached accessory dwelling unit. An accessory dwelling unit that shares at least five feet of 
common wall, or is stacked above or below, with the principal dwelling or an attached accessory 
structure. 

2. Detached accessory dwelling unit. An accessory dwelling unit that is detached from the principal 
dwelling and is located on the same lot as the principal dwelling. A detached accessory dwelling unit 
may be attached to a detached accessory structure (derived from the Santa Barbara County Code, 
Chapter 35, Zoning). 

Agricultural commodity: Any and all plant and animal products produced within the County for 
commercial purposes. 

Agricultural employee: A person who primarily works or is engaged in agriculture. 

Agricultural preserve: An area of contracted land devoted to either agricultural use, recreational use, or 
open space use, as herein defined, or any combination of those uses and which is established in accordance 
with the provisions of the Williamson Act and these Rules (derived from WA). 

Agricultural use: The use of land for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity for commercial 
purposes (WA).  For the purposes of these Uniform Rules, commercial cannabis cultivation is considered 
an agricultural use. 

Cannabis: All parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, or any 
other strain or varietal of the genus Cannabis that may exist or hereafter be discovered or developed that has 
psychoactive or medicinal properties, whether growing or not, including the seeds thereof, the resin whether 
crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 
mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin.  “Cannabis” also means marijuana.  For the purpose 
of these Rules, “cannabis” does not mean “industrial hemp” as defined by Section 81000 of the Food and 
Agricultural Code or Section 11018.5 of the Health and Safety Code. 


