
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

105 E. Anapamu Street, Suite 407 

Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

(805) 568-2240 

Agenda Number:  
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Placement:   Administrative  
Estimated Time:   N/A 
Continued Item: No  
If Yes, date from:  
Vote Required: Majority  

 

 

 

TO: Board of Supervisors  

FROM: Planning and 

Development  

Dianne M. Black, Director, (805) 568-2086 

 Contact Info: Jeff Wilson, Deputy Director, (805) 934-6559 

Development Review Division 

 

SUBJECT:   Cotti (Lahr) Replacement Agricultural Preserve Contract, Santa Maria Area, 

Third Supervisorial District 
 

County Counsel Concurrence  Auditor-Controller Concurrence  

As to form: Yes  As to form: No     

Other Concurrence:  N/A   

As to form: No   
 

Recommended Actions:  

That the Board of Supervisors: 

 

a) Receive and consider the Agricultural Preserve Advisory Committee’s (APAC) recommendation 

on Agricultural Preserve Replacement Contract 18AGP-00000-00015; 

 

b) Adopt a resolution  creating Agricultural Preserve 18AGP-00000-00015 (Attachment 1) 

consisting of 241.82 acres located at 690 South Simas Road in the Santa Maria area (APN 113-

080-031); 

 

c) Approve and authorize the Chair to execute Agricultural Preserve Replacement Contract 

18AGP-00000-00015 (Attachment 2); 

 

d) Authorize recordation by the Clerk of the Board; and, 

 

e) Find that the proposed action is an administrative activity of the County which will not result in 

direct or indirect physical changes in the environment and is therefore not a “project” as defined 

for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under State CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15378(b)(5).  
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Summary Text:  

 

The proposed Agricultural Preserve Replacement Contract (18AGP-00000-00015) is for a 241.82-acre 

property located 0.89 miles south of the intersection of Simas Road and West Main Street/ Highway 166 

at 690 South Simas Road in the Santa Maria area (Attachment 4). The parcel is zoned AG-II-40 under 

the Land Use and Development Code (LUDC).  Existing land uses on the property include row crops, an 

agricultural storage building and accessory structures.  

 

The landowner is applying for a Agricultural Preserve Replacement Contract to continue agricultural 

production, to receive the benefits of the Agricultural Preserve Program, and to comply with the 

conditions of approval for Lot Line Adjustment (11LLA-00000-00003). The property is currently in 

agricultural production and enrolled in the Williamson Act Program under Agricultural Preserve 

Contract 97-AP-026. In March 2011, the property owner/applicant applied for a LLA to adjust the size 

and shape of two existing lots. The LLA was approved subject to the following conditions:  

 

 The reconfigured parcels were to remain under contract until ownership changes or until the 

contract expires or it is non-renewed.  The owner is responsible for submitting applications to 

P&D for Agricultural Preserve Replacement contracts to implement the lot line adjustment. 

 

 Prior to recordation and in order to implement the lot line adjustment with the County Surveyor, 

the applicant shall submit application with P&D. The replacement contract shall be submitted to 

P&D, prior to map clearance or record of survey.  

 

In August 2018, the landowner filed applied for an Agricultural Preserve Replacement Contract.  On 

September 7, 2018, APAC reviewed 18AGP-00000-00015 and determined that this replacement of an 

agricultural preserve contract is consistent with the Uniform Rules. APAC meeting minutes are included 

as Attachment 5.  

 

Background:  
 
Government Code §51200 (known as the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 or the Williamson 

Act) provides that local jurisdictions may establish an agricultural preserve program having the goal of 

retaining land in an agricultural use.  The County of Santa Barbara has adopted such a program, which is 

codified under the Uniform Rules for Agricultural Preserves and Farmland Security Zones.  Both the 

County’s Uniform Rules and the Government Code provide that agricultural preserve contracts between 

the County and landowners are voluntary.  Therefore, there are no state mandates associated with this 

program. 

 

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  

Budgeted: Yes 

The costs to process the project were borne by the applicant through the payment of processing fees.  

The total estimated cost to process this agricultural preserve contract is approximately $2,800.00. 

Funding for this project is budgeted in the Permitting Budget Program of the Planning and Development 

Department on page D-272 of the FY 2018-2019 budget. 
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Special Instructions:  

Clerk of the Board shall distribute copies of the recorded contract (with legal description and vicinity 

map) and Minute Order, as follows: 

 

 David Villalobos, Planning and Development Department, Hearing Support  

 Amber Long, Planning and Development Department 

 Assessor’s Office  

 Surveyor’s Office  

 Clerk Recorder’s Office 

 Agent: David Swenk, Rural Planning Services, 2624 Airpark Drive, Santa Maria, CA 93455 

 Owner: Larry Lahr, Rincon Corporation, 185 S. Broadway , Suite 102, Orcutt, CA 93455 

Attachments:  

1. Agricultural Preserve Resolution 

2. Agricultural Preserve Contract  

3. Approved Legal Description 

4. Vicinity Map 

5. Excerpt from September 7, 2018 APAC Minutes 

 

 

Authored by:   

Amber Long, Planner, (805) 934-6587 

Development Review Division, Planning and Development Department 

 
 



ATTACHMENT 1: Agricultural Preserve Resolution  

  



 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE  

 COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE CREATION      ) RESOLUTION NO. 18-            

OF AN AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE      ) CASE NO.: 18AGP-00000-00015 

AND ENTERING INTO AN AGRICULTURAL) 

PRESERVE CONTRACT                                    ) 

 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

A. Pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (the Williamson Act), (Government Code Sections 51200 et 

seq.), the Cotti Agricultural Preserve (18AGP-00000-00015) is hereby established as an Agricultural Preserve in the 

County of Santa Barbara, is hereby entered into.  

 

B. A map of the preserve is filed in the Office of the Santa Barbara County Surveyor, and the preserve land is described in 

Exhibit "A" attached to the Short Form Land Conservation Contract. 

 

C. This agricultural preserve shall be administered pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 and the 

Uniform Rules for Agricultural Preserves and Farmland Security Zones adopted by this Board pursuant to said Act. 

 

D. The Clerk of the Board shall endorse the fact of this adoption and the date thereof on said Surveyor map and shall record 

this Short Form Land Conservation Contract (Short Form Contract) with description attached at the Office of the Santa 

Barbara County Recorder.  In addition, the Clerk of the Board shall forward to the following interested parties copies of 

documents as follows: 

 

1. To the County Recorder, a copy of the Surveyor's map; 

 

2. To the property owners, a duplicate original copy of the Short Form Contract, a certified copy of this Resolution, 

and a copy of the Surveyor's map; 

 

3. To the Planning and Development Department, a conformed copy of the Short Form Contract, a certified copy of 

this Resolution, and a copy of the Surveyor's map; 

 

4. To the Assessor, a certified copy of the Short Form Contract, a certified copy of this Resolution, and a copy of the 

Surveyor's map; and 

 

5. To the Surveyor, a certified copy of the Short Form Contract. 

 

E. The property owner involved is: 

 

 Rincon Corporation   185 S. Broadway Suite 102, Orcutt, CA 93455  

 Lawrence Lahr, Power of Attorney for: 

  Varini Properties, LLC 

  Landolt Properties, LLC 

  Reginald F. Moretti 

  Nicola Cotti 

  Rossella Cotti 

  Hans Landolt 

  Anna Barbara Landolt 

  Martin Landolt 

  Paola Cameroni Moretti 

  Michele Moretti 

  Isabella Crettenand Moretti 

  Cristina Favre Moretti 

 

F. The Chairperson and the Clerk of this Board are hereby authorized and directed to sign and certify all maps, documents and 

other materials in accordance with this resolution to reflect the above described action by the Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

 



 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, State of California, this 

11th day of December, 2018, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

ABSTENTIONS: 

 

 

______________________________ 

DAS WILLIAMS 

Chair, Board of Supervisors 

County of Santa Barbara 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

MIKE ALLEN 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 

 

By:  __________________________ 

 Deputy Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

MICHAEL C. GHIZZONI 

County Counsel 

 

 

By:  __________________________ 

 Deputy County Counsel 

 



 

ATTACHMENT 2:  Agricultural Preserve Contract 

 



 

ATTACHMENT 3: Approved Legal Descriptions 

 
  



 

  



 

  



 

ATTACHMENT 4: VICINITY MAP 

 

 

 

 
  



 

ATTACHMENT 5: EXCERPT FROM SEPTEMBER 7, 2018 APAC MINUTES 

 
  



 

 

 


