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Environmental Documentation

On March 29, 2004, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors (Board) certified a Negative 
Declaration for the adoption phase of the General Plan 2003-08 Housing Element pursuant to 
Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21000 et. seq. The Negative Declaration concluded that the 
2003-2008 Housing Element contained directives for future actions that could: increase 
development potential, increase the density or intensity of future development, and modify 
ordinance provisions that relate to development. Further, it was contemplated that all such future 
changes would require the exercise of legislative discretion by the Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors, and, at the time, the nature of such changes were not specific enough to serve as the 
basis for a meaningful analysis of potential environmental effects.  Therefore, subsequent 
environmental review would be required for any future actions selected by the Board to 
implement the Housing Element, once those actions could be defined specifically to allow for 
meaningful review.

2003-2008 Housing Element action phase policy 1.10: Action 4, cited the potential for additional 
housing capacity with the future adoption of the Isla Vista Master Plan (IVMP). On August 21, 
2007, the Board adopted the Isla Vista Master Plan and rezoned 259.6 acres of land in the 
unincorporated community of Isla Vista to multi-family and mixed-use designations. The Board 
also certified an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) which contained a detailed analysis of the 
environmental effects associated with those rezones pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  Subsequent to the adoption of the IVMP in a letter to the County of Santa 
Barbara dated June 16, 2008, the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development directed the County to prepare a technical amendment to the General Plan 2003-
2008 Housing Element Appendix E Land Inventory to include a list of rezone sites in the Isla 
Vista Master Plan.   

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15164, this Addendum to the Negative Declaration for the 2003-
2008 Housing Element Update is the appropriate environmental documentation prepared for this 
project to amend the 2003-2008 Housing Element.  Since the March 2004 adoption of the 
Negative Declaration for the 2003-2008 Update to the Housing Element, there have been no 
substantial changes proposed in the project, no substantial changes to the circumstances under 
which the project was undertaken, and no new information of substantial importance that would 
require subsequent environmental review under PRC § 21166 or CEQA Guidelines §15162.  This 
Addendum to the Negative Declaration concludes that the amendment to the 2003-2008 Housing 
Element Appendix E Land Inventory provides supplemental technical information only. 

Copies of the 2003-08 Housing Element Update Negative Declaration and the proposed 
amendment to the Housing Element are available at the Santa Barbara County Office of Long 
Range Planning, 30 East Figueroa Street, 2nd Floor, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 and online at 
http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org 



ATTACHMENT A2 

Project Name: 2003-2008 Housing Element 
  Section VII: Isla Vista Master Plan  
  Land Inventory and Housing Capacity Update  

Project Address: Countywide Program  

FINDINGS  
The Board of Supervisors finds as follows: 

1. That the Negative Declaration prepared for the 2003-2008 Housing Element Update 
found the County would consider amendments to applicable planning documents and 
the Zoning Ordinance after Housing Element adoption, and if adopted, that these 
amendments may further promote new and existing programs designed to reduce 
constraints to affordable and special needs housing.  

2. That the potential environmental effects associated with the rezoning of land 
implemented with the adoption of the Isla Vista Master Plan were described in the 
Isla Vista Master Plan Environmental Impact Report certified by the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors with that approval on August 21, 2007.   

3. That the proposed 2003-2008 Housing Element: Isla Vista Master Plan Land 
Inventory and Housing Capacity Update amends the Housing Element to include a 
list of the Isla Vista rezone sites and a description of the housing capacity associated 
with them to ensure the technical accuracy in the Appendix E: Land Inventory 
section in the Housing Element, pursuant to direction from the State of California 
Department of Housing and Community Development pursuant to Government Code 
§§ 65583(a)(3) and 65583.2,   

4. That Public Resources Code Section 21166 and California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Guidelines § 15164(b) allows an addendum to an adopted negative 
declaration to be prepared if minor technical changes or additions to approved 
projects are necessary. 

5. That the Board has considered the Addendum dated August 8, 2008 together with the 
previously certified Negative Declaration, 04NGD-00000-00004, SCN 2004021059, 
together with the comments received and considered during the public review 
process. The addendum and the negative declaration reflects the independent 
judgment of the Board and has been completed in compliance with CEQA, and is 
adequate for this proposal. 

6. That the Board finds the 2003-2008 Housing Element: Isla Vista Master Plan Land 
Inventory and Housing Capacity Update project is a technical amendment to the 
adopted 2003-2008 Housing Element as approved, and will not have a significant 
impact on the environment; and  

7. That the documents and other materials which constitute the record of proceedings 
upon which this decision is based are in the custody of the Secretary of the Santa 
Barbara County Office of Long Range Planning located at 30 E. Figueroa St., 2nd

Floor, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, or the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at 105 E. 
Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. 










































