
Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors
September 16th, 2008

Diamond Rock Mine vs. Save the Cuyama Valley
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INTRODUCTION I

Why Are We Here

“Save the Cuyama 
Valley” Organizing 
Committee members 
sent a letter to County 
planning on March 24, 
2005.

Reference: 
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INTRODUCTION I

Who Are We?

“Save the Cuyama Valley”
Organizing Committee 
members opposed the 
mine

Reference: 
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INTRODUCTION I

Who Are We?

450 residents of Cuyama 
Valley opposed the mine

Reference: 
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INTRODUCTION I

Who Are We?

Reference: 
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INTRODUCTION II

Cuyama Valley

• History
• Weather
• Landscape
• Biological Resources
• Development/Economy
• Community/Residents

Reference: 
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INTRODUCTION II

Cuyama Valley
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INTRODUCTION II

Cuyama Valley
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INTRODUCTION II

Cuyama Valley

• This slide is not 
complete. 

• I will collect additional 
images from the web and 
add them here. 

• Would you like these on 
multiple slides or on just 
one? 
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Cuyama Valley
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Cuyama Valley
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DESCRIPTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Cumulative Impact
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DESCRIPTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Cumulative Impact
* GPS (#2)

• GPS Mine was shut 
down in 2005 and 
fined for dumping fine 
material into the river 
by the EPA.

• In 2008, it was again 
shut down for dumping 
fines into the river and 
for resultant 
headcutting upriver.

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6
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DESCRIPTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Cumulative Impact
* GPS (#2)

• The Ozena mine is 
seeking an expansion of 
their current permit but 
due to violations of their 
existing permit are under 
serious scrutiny by the 
Ventura County planning 
department.

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6
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DESCRIPTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Cumulative Impact
* Richards Holding 
(#3)

• Richards Holding Mine is 
seeking a new permit for 
sand and gravel 
extraction between 
162,500 - 500,000 tons 
per year.

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6
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DESCRIPTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT

Potential New Mine 
Locations

• BLM land offered for 
sale in 1999 --
withdrawn for sale in 
2005

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6



SCV BOS 080915 36

POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Political

• Agreement between 
Diamond Rock and Ojai’s 
Stop The Trucks to 
withdraw their appeal

• Condition of approval 
mandated no technical or 
financial support from 
Ojai community to Save 
The Cuyama Valley.

• West Coast 
Environmental hired by 
Ozena Mine to expand 
and reinstate their mine 
permit despite numerous 
and significant violations 
of that permit.

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6



SCV BOS 080915 37

POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Political

• Agreement between 
Diamond Rock and Ojai’s 
Stop The Trucks to 
withdraw their appeal

• Condition of approval 
mandated no technical or 
financial support from 
Ojai community to Save 
The Cuyama Valley.

• West Coast 
Environmental hired by 
Ozena Mine to expand 
and reinstate their mine 
permit despite numerous 
and significant violations 
of that permit.

Reference: 050400 EIR draft App A URS Figure 3-6



SCV BOS 080915 38

POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Legal

• Engaged lawyer Babak
Naficy

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Legal

• Engaged lawyer Babak
Naficy

• “Stop The Trucks”
sponsored legal opinions

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Technical

• Retained Hugo Loaiciga, 
Professor of Geography 
at UCSB to review the 
EIR

Reference:
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Valley
* Technical

• Retained Hugo Loaiciga, 
Professor of Geography 
at UCSB to review the 
EIR

• Retained Robert Curry, 
Emeritus Professor Earth 
and Environmental 
Scientist UC (Berkeley, 
Santa Barbara, Santa 
Cruz)

• Tristan Zannon - UCSB 
Environmental Science 
major
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Save the Cuyama 
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* Technical

• Retained Hugo Loaiciga, 
Professor of Geography 
at UCSB to review the 
EIR

• Retained Robert Curry, 
Emeritus Professor Earth 
and Environmental 
Scientist UC (Berkeley, 
Santa Barbara, Santa 
Cruz)

• Tristan Zannon - UCSB 
Environmental Science 
major
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Technical

• Stop The Trucks (Ojai) 
technical advisor

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Save the Cuyama 
Valley
* Technical

• US Environmental 
Protection Agency
– Concerns not yet 

addressed by 
Diamond Rock Mine 
in order to obtain 
their 404 permit.

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Financial

• Troesh Ready Mix Inc.
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Financial

• Troesh Recycling Inc.
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Financial

• Troesh Extended Family
– Robertson’s Ready 

Mix (CEO, Dennis 
Troesh)
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Financial

• Troesh Extended Family

37.7% = $900,000,000

100% = $2.43 Billion
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Political

• Troesh Extended Family
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Legal

• Kerry Shapiro of 
Jeffer, Mangles, Butler & 
Marmaro LLP

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES 

Diamond Rock
* Legal

• Mr. Shipiro lead lawyer 
Cemex vs. City of Santa 
Clarita.

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES

Diamond Rock
* Technical

• Mr. Larson 
(URS Engineer)

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES

Diamond Rock
* Facilitator

• John Hecht 
(CEO, West Coast 
Environmental 
Engineering)

Reference:
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POLITICS & RESOURCES

Diamond Rock
* Facilitator

• John Hecht 
(CEO, West Coast 
Environmental 
Engineering)

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• San Luis Obispo County: 
41 existing mines, 10 
mines in new permit 
process

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Kern County: 9 mines
• Santa Barbara County: 

18 mines, 3 in permit 
process

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Ventura County: 24 
mines, 
2 in repermit process

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Projected gravel needs 
through August 2036 for 
Santa Barbara and San 
Luis Obispo Counties
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Yearly Population 
Projections through 2038 
San Luis Obispo-Santa 
Barbara PCC Region
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Updated population 
forcasts of Santa Barbara 
County

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• California Population 
Projection by County

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Economic downturn 
requires less sand and 
gravel material - Cemex
demand has dropped 
24%.

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Diamond Rock 
production will provide 
enough material to build 
42,134 1500 sq ft homes, 
including infastructure

• Or 120,383 homes 
without infastructure

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Where the Diamond Rock sand 
and gravel could economically 
go…

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Where the Diamond Rock sand 
and gravel could economically 
go…

Reference:
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ECONOMICS

We Don’t Need 
The Gravel

• Why Ventura needs the 
gravel…

Reference:
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ECONOMICS 

Benefits to residents of Santa Barbara 
County
and State of California

Reference:
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Have
* Air & Safety

• Air pollution in the 
Cuyama Valley has 
increased dramatically 
due to increased farming 
and traffic.

• Traffic safety will be 
further compromised by 
adding thousands of 
truck trips per year to a 
fragile 2-lane highway 
infrastructure.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Have
* Air & Safety

• Highway 166 is the most 
dangerous road in the 
county.

• Highway 33 is the most 
dangerous road in 
Ventura county.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Have
* Air & Safety

• We fear for the safety of 
our children who are 
bussed to school in the 
early morning hours and 
into the early evening. 

• There are 58 full 
emergency stops, many 
in the roadway due to 
lack of turnouts and soft 
road-shoulders.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Have
* Air & Safety

• Mixing farm traffic with 
80,000 pound trucks and 
independent truck drivers 
who are paid based on 
number of trips is a 
recipe for disaster.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Get
* Air & Safety

• Some of the recent 
gravel truck accidents on 
Highway 33 & Highway 
166.

• Trucks are often traveling 
at excessive rates of 
speed 
(70 - 75 mph) which 
augments safety 
concerns.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Get
* Air & Safety

• Adding more trucks on 
our already sub-par and 
continually “in repair”
road system will only 
make the safety issue 
more dangerous. 
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Get
* Air & Safety

• The Diamond Rock stie
as well as the GPS and 
proposed Richard’s 
Holding site are located 
less than 2 miles from 
the Ventucopa town site.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Get
* Air & Safety

• Recycled concrete poses 
significant health risks
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QUALITY OF LIFE

What We Get
* Air & Safety

• Recycled concrete poses 
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DR. LOUICIGA REPORT

Erosion
* Before & After

• The bottom photo was 
taken at the same place 
in April of 2008
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DR. LOUICIGA REPORT

Headcutting At Mine

Reference: 
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DR. LOUICIGA REPORT

Pic of Headcutting Panorama

Reference: 
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STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING 
CONDITIONS

Trash at the Site

• Proponent dumps cars 
and trash in river 

• Doesn’t get in trouble 
with county

• Gets to claim cleaning up 
as only benefit to the 
project 

Reference: 
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Increased Noise in 
Quiet 
Neighborhoods

• No other operation in 
valley operates 24hrs. 
– Creates major 

change in community 
character

• No accounting for loss of 
property value
– “Views, Views, 

Views”
• Truck Video

Reference: 

QuickTime™ and a
xvid decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Class I Impact

• Letter from County to Trosch (Mr. 
Larsen Jan 27, 2007) states Q of L 
changed from Class I to Class II

• SCV was told by staff in March 
2007 Q of L would remain Class I 
Impact 

• SCV was told by county staff that 
the Quality of Life (Q of L) argument 
was unprecedented and that the 
county had no guidelines for it. 

• The county told SCV changed the 
Impact to Q of L from Class I to 
Class II because ‘subjective’

• Guidelines first put in record in staff 
memo May 18, 2007, 12 days 
before the hearing. Not till hearing 
did SCV discover these guidelines 
or change in Q of L impact
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WATER 

April 08 Percolation

Reference: 
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WATER

Panorama of Percolation

Reference: 
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WATER

Aquifer Illustrations
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WATER

Aquifer Illustrations
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WATER

Aquifer Illustrations
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WATER

Pic of Mine

Reference: 
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WATER

Pic w Fault Line

Reference: 
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WATER

Pic w All Layers

Reference: 
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WATER

Pic of River w Fault

Reference: 
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WATER

Close Up Of Fault

Reference: 
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SUMMARY

• Eight other good reasons 
not to turn the Cuyama 
Valley into the 
“Southcoast Sand and 
Gravel Mine Pit”

Reference:



SCV BOS 080915 97

SUMMARY

• Another progressive 
Cuyama Valley proposal 
from The Nature 
Conservancy

Reference:
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SUMMARY
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SUMMARY

• Should the water study 
proposal by Santa 
Barbara County and the 
USGS be completed 
before more water is 
given away to 
industrialization in this 
critically over-drafted 
Cuyama Valley?

• Can’t the county come up 
with something better  
than a huge sand and 
gravel operation which 
will preclude any 
practical future 
environmentally sound 
development in the 
Cuyama Valley?
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SUMMARY

• Should not the 
residents and 
land owners of 
Cuyama Valley 
have a say in 
it’s future 
development?
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SUMMARY

• Should not the 
residents and 
land owners of 
Cuyama Valley 
have a say in 
it’s future 
development?

• Maybe it’s time 
that the political 
interests to quit 
telling us what 
is in our best 
interest.
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SUMMARY
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