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FIRST AMENDMENT 

TO AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES OF INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 
between 

County of Santa Barbara 
and 

Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC 
 

Agreement For Services of Independent 
Contractor, BC 24017 ( Agreement ), by and between the County of Santa Barbara ( COUNTY ) and 
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC ( CONTRACTOR ), for indigent 
representation to indigent adults and juveniles charged with crimes in Santa Barbara County in cases where 
the Public Defender has declared a conflict. 

 
WHEREAS, the Agreement is effective through June 30, 2026; 

WHEREAS, COUNTY and CONTRACTOR desire to amend the scope of work at Exhibit A of the 
Agreement; 

 
WHEREAS, COUNTY and CONTRACTOR desire to add Exhibit D-1 to the Agreement; 
 
WHEREAS, the changes to Exhibit A do not include or require a change in the Agreement amount; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, this First Amendment incorporates the terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement 
approved by the County of Santa Barbara on, June 4, 2024, BC 24017. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Agreement is amended as follows: 

 
1. Paragraph 8 of COPE : 

 
contempt proceedings for indigent persons, but excluding post-trial appeals to the Appellate and 

 legal representation and 
support services in civil contempt proceedings for indigent persons, but excluding post-trial appeals 
to the Appellate and Supreme courts. CONTRACTOR is not required to represent indigent persons 
in Department of Child Support Services (DCSS) child support contempt proceedings unless the 

 
 
2.  

 
d. An application form signed by any attorney proposed to be added as staff in the form of Exhibit 

D-1, which may be modified from time to time as deemed necessary and appropriate by the 
.  

3. Exhibit D-1, attached hereto and incorporated herein, is added to the Agreement.   
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4. Ratifications.  The terms and provisions set forth in this First Amendment shall modify and supersede all 
inconsistent terms and provisions set forth in the Agreement and Exhibit(s). The terms and provisions of 
the Agreement, as expressly modified and superseded by this First Amendment, are ratified and 
confirmed and shall continue in full force and effect, and shall continue to be legal, valid, binding and 
enforceable obligations of the parties. 

5. Counterparts.  This First Amendment may be executed in several counterparts, all of which taken 
together shall constitute a single agreement between the parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this First Amendment to the Agreement for 
services of Independent Contractor between County of Santa Barbara and Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel 
for Santa Barbara County, LLC, to be effective on the date executed by COUNTY.   
 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA      
 
 
______________________________    
Tanja Heitman,        
Assistant County Executive Officer     
 

CONTRACTOR:  

Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for 
Santa Barbara County, LLC  

   

 

Michael Scott, Managing Member 
 

  Michael Hanley, Managing Member 
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APPLICATION FOR ASSIGNMENT/CASE TYPE TO CONFLICT PANEL 
  

Attorney Name: ________________________________ Date of Application: ______________ 
 
Date Began Practicing Criminal Law: ______________  
 
Assignment/Case Types Applying For (check all that apply): Class I (Misdemeanors) ___; Class II (Felonies) ___; Class III (Associate Counsel 
on Capital Case) ___; Class IV (Lead Counsel on Capital Cases) ___; Juvenile Delinquency ___; LPS Matters ___; Other Civil Matters (please 
specify): ____________________________  
                                                             
For Class II, III, and IV Attorneys, applicants must demonstrate that they meet the requirements of the lower classes, with the exception of Juvenile 
Delinquency, LPS Matters, and Other Civil Matters. Please ensure that all classes are filled out up to and including the requested level of assignment. 
In addition, Mandatory Continuing Legal Education requirements for each assignment/case type are identified at page 7 below. 
Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been met.  

Provide sufficient detail to validate.  
Class I 
Attorneys 
(Misdemeanors) 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced criminal law for at 
least one (1) year 

  

 Criminal Law 
Experience 

Has handled at least twenty (20) 
misdemeanor cases, of which at 
least five (5) were tried to argument, 
verdict, or final judgment 

  

 Has demonstrated 
proficiency in 
litigating evidentiary 
and non-evidentiary 
motions, including, 
but not limited to: 

Non-statutory motions to dismiss 
(speedy trial, prosecutorial 
misconduct, delay of prosecution) 

  

  Motions to sever counts and/or 
defendants 

  

  Motions to suppress statements 
(Miranda and voluntariness 
grounds) 

  

  Motions to suppress evidence 
pursuant to P.C. 1538.5 

  

  Discovery motions   
  Motions attacking prior convictions   
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Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been met.  
Provide sufficient detail to validate.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Motions to exclude prior acts 
(Evidence C. 1101, 1108, 1109 
issues) 

  

  Has demonstrated proficiency in 
sentencing matters, including but 
not limited to litigation of prior 
convictions and custody credit 
issues 

  

Class II 
Attorneys 
(Felonies) 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced criminal law for at 
least five (5) years 
 

  

 Criminal Law 
Experience 
 

Has handled at least 8 Class II or 
higher classification matters or their 
equivalent as principal defense 
counsel, of which at least five (5) 
were tried to argument, verdict, or 
final judgment 

  

  Has demonstrated proficiency in 
sentencing matters, including but 
not limited to litigation of prior 

sentencing in sex cases and 
custody credit issues 

  

Class III 
Attorneys 
(Associate 
Counsel on 
Capital Case) 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced criminal law for at 
least six (6) years 

  

 Criminal Law 
Experience 
 

Has fully met the requirements of 
California Rule of Court 4.117 for 
Associate Counsel on a capital case 

  

  In addition to Class II requirements, 
has tried at least at least two (2) 
serious or violent felony jury trials as 
principal defense counsel, which 
were tried to argument, verdict, or 
final judgment (serving as second 
chair counsel or the equivalent 
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Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been met.  
Provide sufficient detail to validate.  

experience on prior Class III cases 
will be considered in lieu of one or 
more Class II trials) 

Class IV 
Attorneys (Lead 
Counsel on 
Capital Cases) 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced criminal law for at 
least ten (10) years 
 

  

 Criminal Law 
Experience 
 

Has fully met the requirements of 
California Rule of Court 4.117 

  

  Has prior experience as lead 
counsel in either: 
At least 10 serious or violent felony 
jury trials, including at least 2 
murder cases, tried to argument, 
verdict, or final judgment 

  

 OR At least 5 serious or violent felony 
jury trials, including at least 3 
murder cases, tried to argument, 
verdict, or final judgment 

  

 Additional 
References 

A list of attorneys with whom the 
proposer has practiced law 

 (Please attach list) 

  A list of cases handled, including: 
1. Case number 
2. Name of defendant 
3. Charge 
4. Disposition 
5. Name of opposing counsel 
6. Name of judge 
7. Year case handled 

 (Please attach list) 

  At least four (4) letters of 
recommendation, at least two (2) of 
which are from judges who have 

jury trials 

 (Please attach) 

Juvenile 
Delinquency 
Attorneys 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced law for at least three 
(3) years 
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Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been met.  
Provide sufficient detail to validate.  

  Has handled Juvenile Court Matters 
(list cases by charges and 
approximate dates) 

  

 OR Served 2 years on the Juvenile 
Delinquency Panel OR 

  

  Served one (1) year as a Public 
Defender in Juvenile Court 

  

Attorney 
Requirements 
in Other Civil 
Matters 

Member of 
California Bar 

Has practiced law for at least three 
(3) years 
 

  

 OR Has handled ten (10) trials   
 OR Served one (1) year as a Public 

Defender or prosecutor 
  

 
 
 
Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been 

met. Provide sufficient detail to 
validate.  

Attorney 
Requirements 
for LPS Matters 

Except as provided in rule 
7.1104(b), an attorney 
appointed to represent the 
interests of a conservatee, 
proposed conservatee, or 
person alleged to lack legal 
capacity must have met the 
qualifications in (a) or (b) and, 
in every calendar year after 
first availability for 
appointment, must meet the 
annual education 
requirements in (c). 
 

(a) Experience-based 
qualifications - An attorney is 
qualified for appointment if, 
within the five years 
immediately preceding first 
availability for appointment, the 
attorney has personally 
represented a petitioner, an 
objector, a conservatee or 
proposed conservatee, or a 
person alleged to lack legal 
capacity or be gravely disabled 
in at least three separate 
proceedings under either 
division 4 of the Probate Code 
or the LPS Act, including at 
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Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been 
met. Provide sufficient detail to 
validate.  

least one contested matter or 
trial. 

  (b) Alternative qualifications 
An attorney who does not yet 
meet the experience-based 
qualifications in (a) may, until 
the attorney has gained the 
necessary experience, qualify 
for appointment if the attorney 
meets the requirements in (1) or 
(2). 
(1)  At the time of appointment, 

the attorney works for an 
attorney, a private law firm, 
a public defender's office, or 
a legal services 
organization (including the 
organization designated by 
the Governor as the state 
protection and advocacy 
agency, as defined in 
section 4900(i) of the 
Welfare and Institutions 
Code) approved by the 
court for appointment to 
represent conservatees, 
proposed conservatees, 
and persons alleged to lack 
legal capacity, and the 
attorney is supervised by or 
working in close 
professional consultation 
with a qualified attorney 
who has satisfied the 
experience requirements in 
(a); or 
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Attorney Type Experience Requirement Qualified? Describe how this criterion has been 
met. Provide sufficient detail to 
validate.  

(2)  In the 12 months 
immediately before first 
availability for appointment, 
the attorney has completed 
at least three hours of 
professional education 
approved by the State Bar 
of California for Minimum 
Continuing Legal Education 
(MCLE) credit in the 
subjects listed in (d), and, at 
the time of appointment, the 
attorney is working in close 
professional consultation 
with a qualified attorney 
who has satisfied the 
experience requirements in 
(a). 

 
 
THE COUNTY MAY EXERCISE ITS DISCRETION AND IN UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES MAY WAIVE OR MODIFY CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS 
IF IT APPEARS THE CONTRACTOR IS OTHERWISE QUALIFIED OR NOT QUALIFIED TO ACCEPT APPOINTMENTS IN THE SPECIFIC CASE 
CLASS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
 
For Continuing Legal Education requirements, please attach most recent applicable MCLE certificates to this application.  
Continuing Legal Education Requirements per Attorney Class: 
 
Class I Attorneys (Misdemeanors) - At least 12 hours of MCLE in the past year. 
Class II Attorneys (Felonies) - 12 hours of MCLE in the past year including at least one course or seminar in forensics and pathology in the past 
year (participation at a day-long homicide seminar in the past year will satisfy this requirement). 
Class III Attorneys (Associate Counsel on Capital Case) - Twelve (12) hours of MCLE in the past year, AND has attended a death penalty 
college/workshop or CACJ/CPDA capital case seminar or equivalent within the 3 years preceding the application AND a day-long homicide seminar 
within the 12 months preceding the application. 
Class IV Attorneys (Lead Counsel on Capital Cases) - Twelve (12) hours of MCLE in the past year, AND has attended a death penalty 
college/workshop or CACJ/CPDA capital case seminar or equivalent within the 2 years preceding the application. 
Juvenile Delinquency Attorneys - Twelve (12) hours in the past year in relevant area AND Completed six (6) hours of Juvenile Delinquency MCLE 
in past 12 months. 
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Attorney Requirements in Other Civil Matters - Twelve (12) hours in the past year in relevant area. 
Attorney Requirements for LPS Matters  Each calendar year after first availability for appointment, an attorney appointed by the court to represent 
a conservatee, proposed conservatee, or person alleged to lack legal capacity must complete at least three hours of professional education approved 
by the State Bar for MCLE credit in the subjects listed in (d). The annual education in (1) must include at least one hour of instruction on less 
restrictive alternatives to conservatorship, as specified in (d)(4). 
 
 
 
Additional Required Attachments:  

  
 All Applicable Insurances 
 Errors & Omissions (E&O) Declaration 
 Form F- Good Standing 

 
 
 
Attorney Signature: _____________________________________________ Date Signed: ________________ 
 
 
FOR COURT USE ONLY 
 
Attorney assignment(s) approved?  Yes____   No____ 
 
Designated Court Personnel: __________________________________________________ 
 
FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 
 
Attorney assignment(s) approved?  Yes____   No____ 
 
Designated County Personnel: __________________________________________________ 
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SECOND AMENDMENT 
TO AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES OF INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

between 
County of Santa Barbara 

and 
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC 

 
This is the Second Amendment (“Second Amendment”) to Agreement For Services of Independent 

Contractor, BC 24017 (“Agreement”), by and between the County of Santa Barbara (“COUNTY”) and 
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC (“CONTRACTOR”), for indigent 
representation to indigent adults and juveniles charged with crimes in Santa Barbara County in cases where 
the Public Defender has declared a conflict. 

 
WHEREAS, the Agreement is effective through June 30, 2026; 

 
WHEREAS, COUNTY and CONTRACTOR desire to amend Section 1 – Designated Representative and 

Section 2 – Notices of the Agreement; 
 
WHEREAS, COUNTY and CONTRACTOR desire to amend Exhibit E – Monthly Reporting 

Requirements to the Agreement; 
 
WHEREAS, the changes to Sections 1 and 2 and Exhibit E do not include or require a change in the 

Agreement amount; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Second Amendment incorporates the terms and conditions set forth in the 
Agreement approved by the County of Santa Barbara on, June 4, 2024, BC 24017, as revised by the First 
Amendment to Agreement For Services of Independent Contractor on _November 26, 2024. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Agreement is amended as follows: 

 
1. Section 1 – Designated Representative is revised to state: 

 “Shanna Dawson at email address sdawson@countyofsb.org is the representative of COUNTY and 
will administer this Agreement for and on behalf of COUNTY. Michael Scott at phone number 805-
925-2717 or Meghan Behrens at phone number 805-770-5460 are the authorized representatives 
for CONTRACTOR. Changes in designated representatives shall be made only after advance written 
notice to the other party.” 

 
2. Section 2 – Notices is revised to state: 

 
“Any notice or consent required or permitted to be given under this Agreement shall be given to 
the respective parties in writing, by personal delivery or facsimile, or with postage prepaid by first 
class mail, registered or certified mail, or express courier service, as follows: 
 
To COUNTY: 
Tanja Heitman 

Docusign Envelope ID: E12AC106-D7DA-4793-B4C4-14EF553747F3

mailto:sdawson@countyofsb.org
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County Executive Office  
105 E. Anapamu St., Ste. 406 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Phone (805) 568-3412 
heitman@countyofsb.org 
 
To CONTRACTOR: 
Michael Scott  
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC 
201 S. Miller Street, Ste. 106 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 
Phone (805) 925-2717 
mjscottlaw@aol.com 
 
OR    
 
Meghan Behrens 
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for Santa Barbara County, LLC 
c/o Law Office of Meghan Behrens 
1035 Santa Barbara Street, Suite 2 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
(805) 770-5460 
meghan@behrenslawsb.com 
 
or at such other address or to such other person that the parties may from time to time designate 
in accordance with this Notices section. If sent by first class mail, notices and consents under this 
section shall be deemed to be received five (5) days following their deposit in the U.S. mail. This 
Notices section shall not be construed as meaning that either party agrees to service of process 
except as required by applicable law.” 

 
3. Exhibit E – Monthly Reporting Requirements, attached hereto and incorporated herein, is revised to 

state as shown on Exhibit E.   
 

4. Ratifications.  The terms and provisions set forth in this Second Amendment shall modify and supersede 
all inconsistent terms and provisions set forth in the Agreement and Exhibit(s). The terms and provisions 
of the Agreement, as expressly modified and superseded by this Second Amendment, are ratified and 
confirmed and shall continue in full force and effect, and shall continue to be legal, valid, binding and 
enforceable obligations of the parties. 

 
5. Counterparts.  This Second Amendment may be executed in several counterparts, all of which taken 

together shall constitute a single agreement between the parties. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Second Amendment to the Agreement for 
services of Independent Contractor between County of Santa Barbara and Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel 
for Santa Barbara County, LLC, to be effective on the date executed by COUNTY.   
 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: E12AC106-D7DA-4793-B4C4-14EF553747F3
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Dated:  ______________________ 
 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA    
  
 
 

 ______________________________    
Tanja Heitman,       

 Assistant County Executive Officer   
  

 

CONTRACTOR:  
Indigent Conflict Defense Counsel for 
Santa Barbara County, LLC  

   

 
Michael Scott, Managing Member 
 

  Meghan Behrens, Managing Member 

Docusign Envelope ID: E12AC106-D7DA-4793-B4C4-14EF553747F3
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EXHIBIT E – MONTHLY REPORTING 
REQUIREMENTS 

Santa Barbara County 
Criminal Cases – General 

Monthly Reporting Date: Month, Year 
 

Description # For County Use Only 

Current Active Cases   

Current Active Clients   

Misdemeanors (Open)   

Misdemeanors (Closed)   

Felonies (Open)   

Felonies (Closed)   

Contempt (Open)   

Contempt (Closed)   

187(a)   

Cases with Life Exposure except 187(a)s   

Juvenile (W&I 602)   

Juvenile (W&I 777)   

Motions Filed   

Preliminary Hearings   

Contested Hearings except for Preliminary Hearings 
(including contempt hearings) 

  

Trials (Misdemeanor)   

Trials (Felonies)   

Trials (Others)   

Trials (PC1368)   

Witness Advisements   

Misdemeanor Appeals   

Resentencing   

Diversion Requested (MTC, VTC, Judicial Diversion)   

Diversion Granted (MTC, VTC, Judicial Diversion)   

Other (including conservatorships and SVPs)   

 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the services claimed above were in accordance with the rules and regulations 
of Santa Barbara County. 

Date:  Representative: 
 

The staff of Santa Barbara County have verified that the above claimed services have been performed, as indicated 
by our staff members' signatures, and that the adjusted fee listed is correct and is properly due and payable by the 
County of Santa Barbara. 

 

Date:   Authorized Staff:    
 

Additional Comments: 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: E12AC106-D7DA-4793-B4C4-14EF553747F3
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