
Comments of 
Center for Biological Diversity & 

Wishtoyo Foundation
Mark Patronella & Rachel Mathews

Feb. 25, 2025



Because the procedures, operating 
techniques, design, and equipment 
“were part of the project description 
which received environmental 
analysis, a failure to include such 
procedures in the actual project 
could result in significant 
unanticipated environmental 
impacts. Therefore, modifications 
of these procedures will not be 
permitted without a determination 
of substantial conformity or a new 
or modified permit.”

Las Flores FDP Permit Condition, A-7

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: NOAA



Image: Pipe external surface at the Line 901 failure site after cleaning
Source: PHMSASource: 1984 Draft EIR/EIS Excerpt



Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: NOAA



Image: The failed pipe and surrounding insulation and coating
Source: PHMSA



The operator “shall obtain a new or 
modified permit, or authority to 
continue operation under the existing 
permit prior to undertaking any of the 
following activities which may, in the 
judgment of the County, result in 
significant changes to the impacts on 
the County. Such changes could 
include but not be limited to: 
1) major pipeline ... modifications”

Las Flores FDP Permit Condition, A-13.

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: Coast Guard



Because the procedures, operating techniques, 
design, and equipment “were part of the project 
description which received environmental 
analysis, a failure to include such procedures in 
the actual project could result in significant 
unanticipated environmental impacts. Therefore, 
modifications of these procedures will not be 
permitted without a determination of 
substantial conformity or a new or modified 
permit.”

Las Flores FDP Permit Condition, A-7

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: EPA



Image: Las Flores Pipeline repair work, October 2024
Source: Center for Biological Diversity



Because the procedures, operating 
techniques, design, and equipment 
“were part of the project description 
which received environmental 
analysis, a failure to include such 
procedures in the actual project could 
result in significant unanticipated 
environmental impacts. Therefore, 
modifications of these procedures 
will not be permitted without a 
determination of substantial 
conformity or a new or modified 
permit.”

Las Flores FDP Permit Condition, A-7

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: EPA



“If at any time County determines that 
these permit conditions are 
inadequate to effectively mitigate 
significant environmental impacts 
caused by the project, or that recent 
proven technological advances could 
provide substantial additional 
mitigation, then additional 
reasonable conditions shall be 
imposed to further mitigate these 
impacts.”

Las Flores FDP Permit Condition, B-2

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach Oil Spill
Source: Coast Guard



Image: Harbor seal pup rescued at Refugio Beach oil spill.
Source: USFWS

Image: 2015 Refugio Beach oil spill.
Source: Coast Guard

Image: Shore crab coated with oil
rescued at Refugio Beach oil spill
Source: Coast Guard



LFP and POPCO Permit Terms
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