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Change in Mission

Change in laws
Change in markets
New technology
Change in expectations
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Recycling Income

Markets have created value for materials previously 
considered trash



Construction & Demolition Waste

Recycling Rate: 76%



MarBorg C&D sorting facility



South Coast Recycling & Transfer Station
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Greenwaste
Turning waste into a product
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Education & Outreach
The next generation of environmental stewards
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All Plastics Now 
Recyclable!
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E-Waste
Recycling Electronics
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Environmental Protection
Falconry at Tajiguas Landfill
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BEFOREBEFORE……
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Using falcons has instant results!

The gulls no longer 
have access to the 
trash
Water quality improves
Biggest improvement 
of 2002 of any beach in 
California

Arroyo Quemada Beach
Date Dry Wet
6/5/02 A+ A+

www.healthebay.org
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Environmental Innovation
Green Energy



Laguna Sanitation Power Plant
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Laguna Sanitation Power Plant

270 Kilowatts 270 Kilowatts 
Powers 210 homesPowers 210 homes
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Tajiguas Power Plant
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Tajiguas Landfill Power Plant

2.5 Megawatts2.5 Megawatts
Powers 2,000 homesPowers 2,000 homes
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Environmental Stewardship
Habitat Restoration across the County



Pila Creek/ Tajiguas Restoration
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Oak Tree Restoration
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Carpinteria Bluffs
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Foothill Canyon Community Planting
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Future Challenges
Projections & Changes for RR&WM



Challenge: 
Growth of Waste Generation

Population growth 
since 1990: 
18%

Waste growth since 
1990: 

54%54%54%



Challenge: 
Exporting not an Option

Diminishing capacity in 
the South

LA landfills closing
Exporting 45%-85% of 
its waste by 2020

8 to 15 million tons/year

Limited Capacity in the 
North
Transport costs are 
prohibitive



Challenge: 
Higher Environmental Standards 

New policies from State New policies from State 
& Federal Government& Federal Government

Our own standards & Our own standards & 
expectationsexpectations



Goals/Solutions

MJSWTG
Regional Task Group formed in 2001 to develop 
long-term solid waste management plans for 
each county wasteshed
Plans approved by all jurisdictions in 2004
South Coast plan contained the potential 
construction of a conversion technology to 
reduce reliance on landfilling



Conversion Technology

Continued research and monitoring of new conversion 
technologies and facilities
Attendance at LA IWTF
Renewed South Coast regional interest in technologies



Conversion Technology

Benefits:Benefits:
LongLong--term waste management optionterm waste management option
Maximizes recyclingMaximizes recycling
Financially stableFinancially stable
Minimizes environmental impact of waste disposalMinimizes environmental impact of waste disposal
Generates green energyGenerates green energy



Power 
Plant

Conversion 
Technology

Materials 
Recovery 

Facility

Trash

Conversion Technology in Action

Landfill

Residual
Landfill gas

$$



Conversion Technology - What We Have

County owned landfill
Power plant
Recycling & transfer 
centers
Equipment
Flow control

…more than halfway there.



Conversion Technology – Moving Forward

South Coast region 
interested in picking up 
where CT subgroup left 
off
City of SB and County will 
hire project manager to 
evaluate options
Regional participation in 
the process
Will return to Board when 
evaluation completed



Recycling Programs
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Green Energy
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Environmental Protection
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Questions?

Department of Public Works
Resource Recovery & Waste Management


