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Water Year 2025, What will La Niña Bring?
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Countywide Public Water Systems Water Supply Portfolio 2013-2024
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Statewide Drought Emergency Declaration:
- 2014-2017
- 2020-2023
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Presentation Notes
Different water suppliers in Santa Barbara County 
Water supplies is not the same every year. Impacted by rainfall. 
- See more dependent on groundwater during drought years with less surface water and imported water available. City activated desal in 2017.




Water Purveyors
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Groundwater

• Largest water source in the County; 
~80% including agriculture

• Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA)
–GSAs beginning to actively manage 

groundwater
• Portions of most basins were at or near 

historical lows prior to 2023/24
• Most basins showing signs of recovery, 

especially near rivers and streams
• Details by basin in 2024 Groundwater 

Basins Summary Report
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Groundwater
8
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Santa Ynez River Reservoirs
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Cachuma Reservoir

• Built by US Bureau of Reclamation 
in 1954

• Capacity reduced because of 
sedimentation and fisheries 
constraints

• No reserved flood control space
• Modified storm operations 

protocol last two winters
–Allows for some downstream flood 

protection while maximizing water 
supply

• Reclamation conducting Value 
Planning Study on fish passage 
options
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Cachuma Reservoir
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Twitchell Reservoir

• Constructed in 1958 by US Bureau 
of Reclamation.

• Water conservation releases 
recharge SM Groundwater Basin.

• Operated and maintained by 
Santa Maria Valley Water 
Conservation District

• Roughly half of reservoir storage 
reserved for flood control, with 
releases managed per US Army 
Corps of Engineers Water Control 
Plan

• Water Agency working with 
federal and local partners to 
update Water Control Plan to 
enhance storage and better 
manage releases.
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Twitchell Reservoir
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State Water Project
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State Water Project

• Coastal Branch authorized by vote 
1991 

• 45,486 acre-feet per year, but 
variable allocations

• Allocations have ranged from 5% to 
100% in recent years

• Operated by Central Coast Water 
Authority (CCWA)

• Valuable supplement in 2011-2018 
drought

15



Desalination

• City of Santa Barbara’s Desal Plant opened in 1991, subsequently decommissioned
–Reactivated October 2016
–Drought-resistant, local supply of 3,125 AFY; permitted for up to 10,000 AFY 
–50-year agreement to supply Montecito Water District

• SLO and SB County exploring possible regional plant
• VSFB evaluating desal options
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Recycled Water

• Recycled water forms:
–Direct non-potable (landscape / parks)
–Indirect potable (Injection to groundwater basins as potable)
–Direct Potable (direct delivery of treated wastewater through potable system)

• Direct non-potable currently produced by purveyors
• Carpinteria Advanced Purification Project in progress (Indirect reuse)
• Water Agency/Laguna Sanitation District Indirect Reuse evaluation completed 

August 2023
–Follow on study in progress

• Countywide Indirect Potable Reuse finalized 2023
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Water Agency:
Partnership and Collaboration

• Coordinate regional programs
–Integrated Regional Water Management Planning (IRWMP)
–Regional Water Efficiency Partnership (RWEP)
–Sustainable Groundwater Management 

• Research and planning for water supply enhancement
–Groundwater monitoring and studies (Cuyama, San Antonio, Santa Ynez)
–Stormwater and water supply planning

• Integrated Stormwater Resources Plan (2021)
• Partnership with Flood Control District on multipurpose basins

–Reuse studies
–Precipitation enhancement
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Water Conservation Programs

• Water Agency coordinates regional conservation and drought planning with 15 
of 18 water purveyors in the county.

• Public Information
–WaterWiseSB.org
–WaterWiseGardeningSB.org

–Social Media and Media Campaigns
–GardenWise TV Show
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Our water conservation programs are run with the help of our Regional Water Efficiency Program, where 15 of the county’s water purveyors come together to take a county-wide approach to water conservation. 

From greywater and sustainable landscaping materials to how to check your toilet for leaks, WaterWiseSB.org provides information and references for water efficiency and water supply in the county. Together with our WaterWise YouTube channel and native plant database on WaterWiseGardeningSB.org, these websites serve as a one-stop shop for all things water conservation across the county.

We also post regularly on social media and have 3 media campaigns a year – Spring, Summer, Fall/Winter with TV, digital, radio, print, and movie theatre ads.
For over twenty years, the GardenWise TV show has provided entertaining and educational information about designing and maintaining sustainable landscapes with topics ranging from lawn alternatives to how to bring beneficial bugs to your garden.




Water Conservation Programs

• Landscaping
–Green Gardener Classes
–USBR Landscape Transformation Rebate
–Mobile Irrigation Lab
–Garden Recognition Contest

• Commercial/Institutional
–Water audits for Green Business 

Program and businesses outside of 
water districts

–USBR Landscape Transformation Rebate
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We have several landscaping programs to improve water conservation, one of our longest-standing is the Green Gardener Program. For nearly 25 years, this program has provided landscape pros with education in resource efficiency and pollution prevention. Basic classes are held in Spring, Summer, and Fall with an advance course in Spring – you can see a picture of some graduates here. 
We are the administrator for a USBR Water and Energy Efficiency Grant, which helps seven water purveyors in the county to provide a rebate to transform constituents’ lawns into a water-wise landscape. Our mobile irrigation lab, in partnership with the Cachuma Resource Conservation District provides irrigation audits for large landscapes, such as farms or schools. 
We hold an annual garden recognition contest that celebrates and recognizes water-wise gardens in the county – this is a picture of last year’s winner from Santa Barbara. 
For commercial and institutional programs, we provide water audits for the Green Business Program and also for anyone outside the water districts’ boundaries. The landscape transformation rebate also provides rebates to commercial and institutional properties. 



Water Conservation Programs

• Youth Education
–High School Video Contest
–Care For Our Earth Grants
–Shows That Teach Assemblies
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Finally, we do a lot of outreach to schools to promote water conservation to the next generation. Our Care For Our Earth Grants in partnership with the County Education office provide funds for K-12 teachers throughout the county for projects that focus on water supply and conservation. A lot are gardening and beautification projects, but some of them incorporate food, art, or theatre. Nice picture of one of our winners last year. 
Shows That Teach provides educational performances for schools at no cost to the school. They are fun with lots of music, and very silly – a great way for kids to remember the ins and outs of water conservation!
Our High School Video Contest challenges high schoolers to create funny, educational, and creative 30-second PSAs on water conservation where they win prizes for themselves and their schools.



Recommended Actions

That the Board of Directors:

• Receive and file an update on water resources throughout the County of 
Santa Barbara; 

• Receive and file the Santa Barbara County 2024 Groundwater Basins 
Summary Report; and

• Determine that these actions are not a project subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15378(b) (5), as they are administrative actions that will not result in direct 
or indirect changes to the environment. 
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L o c a l  Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  R e s o u r c e s  &  I n f o r m a t i o n :  
w w w. Wa t e r W i s e S B . o r g

S a n t a  B a r b a r a  C o u n t y  Wa t e r  A g e n c y  I n f o r m a t i o n :  
w w w. c o u n t y o f s b . o r g / 1 8 9 / w a t e r - r e s o u r c e s

Questions?
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El nino does not grantee rainfall

http://www.waterwisesb.org/
http://www.countyofsb.org/189/water-resources
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