
















From: Tamara Pierce
To: sbcob
Subject: Public Comment — TOT Appeal, Dare 2 Dream Farms, July 7 Board Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2026 4:07:05 PM

Caution: This email originated from a source outside of the County of Santa
Barbara. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify the sender and
know the content is safe.

Tamara Pierve Lompoc, Ca tastingroomtamara@yahoo.com July 2, 2026 Santa Barbara
County Board of Supervisors County of Santa Barbara 105 E. Anapamu Street Santa Barbara,
CA 93101 Re: Public Comment — TOT Appeal, Dare 2 Dream Farms, July 7, 2026 Board
Meeting Dear Chair Nelson and Members of the Board of Supervisors, My name is Tamara
Pierve (Customer), and I am writing as a customer and community supporter of Dare 2 Dream
Farms to respectfully ask the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to grant full relief —
or at minimum a waiver of penalties and interest — on the retroactive Transient Occupancy
Tax assessment currently before you. I have been a customer of Dare 2 Dream Farms through
[describe your connection — farm stand, CSA produce box subscription, Route One Farmers
Market, farm tour, or other]. For me and my family, this farm represents something
increasingly rare: a local, working agricultural operation that makes fresh, honestly grown
food genuinely accessible to our community. [Add your personal experience — why locally
sourced food matters to you, what the farm's products have meant to your household, what it
would mean to lose this resource in our community. If you have visited the farm informally —
brought your kids to see the animals, walked the garden, or stopped by the farm stand —
mention that too.] Dare 2 Dream Farms has been serving customers like me since 2013, when
they first opened their farm to the community through agricultural exchange programs and
tours. What makes this even more extraordinary is that Dare 2 Dream Farms is the first CSA
in Santa Barbara County to accept SNAP Online payments — listed on the USDA's own
federal website — so that food stamp recipients can order fresh local produce online for
delivery or pickup. During COVID-19, the farm grew its CSA to 500% of previous capacity to
serve as a community food emergency operation. Every month it donates excess vegetables to
Veggie Rescue to feed families in need. One of the things that has always set this farm apart is
that it keeps its gates open to the entire community — sunup to sundown, every day —
welcoming anyone who wants to visit the animals, walk the garden, or see firsthand where
their food comes from. This is not a hotel. It is a working farm that has chosen to be genuinely
accessible to the people it serves. Over the years they have grown their impact considerably —
operating a CSA produce box subscription service, a farm stand, and participating in the Route
One Farmers Market, all while employing 5–6 full-time local workers and hosting hundreds of
agricultural exchange visitors from around the world. I understand that Santa Barbara County
is now retroactively assessing approximately $65,000 in Transient Occupancy Tax, penalties,
and interest against this farm for a period when the County itself had no legal framework in
place for farm-based lodging on agricultural properties. The County's own Supervisor Joan
Hartmann stated at the December 2024 hearing that passed the Agricultural Enterprise
Ordinance that the goal was to help working farms "stabilize their income during the ups and
downs of what is a very difficult way to make a living." A $65,000 retroactive penalty does
the opposite — and ultimately affects not just the farm, but the customers and community
members who depend on it. I respectfully ask this Board to grant full forgiveness of the
assessed amount, or at minimum to waive all penalties and interest that accumulated during
the years when the County provided no legal compliance pathway. Thank you for your
consideration. Sincerely, Tamara Pierve Customer Lompoc Lompoc, Ca
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