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Counties (CSAC) and Regional Council of Rural Counties (RCRC).  The purpose of the MOA is to 
improve interagency relationships by facilitating early and frequent communication and to foster a more 
productive partnership that results in positive land management decisions.  Specifically, the MOA is 
intended to establish enhanced mutual communication between these government bodies to assure 
consistency in process and outcomes, build positive relationships, maximize trust, minimize 
misunderstanding and potential conflicts, and produce actions that result in better conclusions for 
California, thereby enhancing community support for those actions. The process to opt into the MOA 
involves designating a County contact person and notifying the appropriate federal land managers that 
the County has chosen to participate in the MOA.  

Upon choosing to participate in the MOA: 

1. The USFS and BLM agree to:  include the County in their planning processes; request County 
participation before public scoping; understand that the County’s Comprehensive Plan and other 
policies reflect the objectives of the County Board of Supervisors (BOS); update and confer with 
the BOS on upcoming programs, projects, and matters of interest; evaluate the County’s written 
comments on project proposals; work with the County to achieve mutually agreeable results; and 
if the federal manager’s decisions are not consistent with County policies or plans, provide 
written explanations as to why consistency could not be achieved. 

2. The County agrees to:  participate in requests for involvement at the earliest possible time and 
identify concerns, needs, and relevant County policies and plans;  make staff available at the 
federal manager’s request, within the County’s constraints; provide written interpretations of 
County plans and policies when the County believes a proposed USFS or BLM project is 
inconsistent with County plans/policies; provide specific written feedback and attempt to provide 
alternative approaches; meet with the federal agencies at their request; request USFS and BLM 
participation in County planning processes relevant to the federal agencies and consider their 
written comments; and make every effort, consistent with state and County plans, policies, laws, 
regulations, and agency goals, to harmonize land use decisions with federal land management 
plans and regulations regarding USFS and BLM lands within County boundaries. 

 

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  

Budgeted: Yes  

Fiscal Analysis:  

The MOA formalizes current opportunities for inter-agency coordination.  Future level of effort or cost 
increase is not anticipated at this time. 
 

Special Instructions:  
Please forward copies of the executed resolutions and minute order to Heather Allen, Planning and 
Development, Long Range Planning Division. 
 

Attachments:  
A. Resolution for Participation in Memorandum of Agreement with the United States Forest Service 

and the USDI Bureau of Land Management 
B. CEQA Notice of Exemption 

 



Participation in Memorandum of Agreement with US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management 
November 6, 2012 
Page 3 of 3 
 
Authored by:  
Heather Allen, Long Range Planning Division 
 
cc:  
 
David Lackie, Long Range Planning Division 
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