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Fees are 70 Years Old!
1934 Collection Shifted to state
1948 Rate set at 2% of value
1986 Prop 47 for local governments
1991 Realignment funding added
1998-2000 Fees reduced

By 2000 – 67.5% reduction
Backfill by statute

2003 Fees restored and reduced again!

Vehicle License Fees
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Discretionary General Fund
Revenue Sources

TOTAL: $139.5 MILLION

General Fund Discretionary Revenue
Adopted FY 2003-04

Other 
Discretionary Rev

6%

Other PTax 
Related Rev

12%

Motor Vehicle 
License Fees 

20%

Sales Tax 
6%

Transient 
Occupancy Tax 

(bed tax)
3%

Current Secured 
PTax 
53%
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County-wide Services
Santa Barbara County provides certain services county-wide to all residents:

General Fund 
Contribution

Total Budget 
(in millions)

Jail & Honor Farm 

Probation

District Attorney and 
Public Defender

Public Health

Social Services

Court Services

$25.1

35.0

21.9

82.4

111.1

14.7

$12.9

12.5

11.5

9.2

8.4

7.4
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County-wide Services con’t
Santa Barbara County provides certain services county-wide to all residents:

Total Budget 
(in millions)

General Fund 
Contribution

Parks and Beaches

Alcohol, Drug, & Mental Health

Agricultural Commissioner

Flood Control/Water Resources

$10.0 $3.1

3.3 1.6

60.9 1.4

24.1 0.4

10.4 0.0Child Support

Library Services (Contract) 2.4 2.4



5

Services to Unincorporated Area 
Residents

General Fund 
Contribution

Total Budget 
(in millions)

Street Lights 0.7

Trash Collection and Recycling

Sheriff's Patrol

Planning & Zoning

Building Permits

Roads
Fire Protection

$18.6

4.1

1.7

0

1.6

0

0

$34.6

17.8

39.3
34.4

22.0

4.9

Affordable Housing 6.4

0


