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As to form: N/A

Other Concurrence: N/A

Recommended Actions:

That the Board of Supervisors:
Receive and file an update on the status of the Probation biennial audit.

Summary Text:

The Auditor-Controller is required to audit the books and accounts of the Probation Department on a
biennial basis pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code and a 1980 Board order. A copy of this report
is required to be provided to your Board and to the presiding judge of the superior court. As your Board
last received this audit report on January 27, 2004, the Auditor Controller desires to provide an update
on the status of this report.

The Auditor-Controller has determined that the independently audited County Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) is comprehensive, including the results of the Probation Department’s operations and financial
transactions. As such, the audit of the CAFR is an appropriate audit vehicle for the “audit of the books
and accounts” of the Probation Department. The CAFR is provided to your Board on an annual basis
and is also posted online for public viewing, satisfying the requirements of the biennial audit.
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Background:

The Chief Probation Officer has overall responsibility for the Probation Department and is appointed by
the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court. Furthermore, the Probation Department is regulated by the
California Welfare and Institutions Code Section 275, which states:

“the probation officer or other county officer designated by the board of supervisors of
the county shall keep suitable books and accounts and shall give and keep suitable
receipts and vouchers. The auditor of the county shall audit these books and accounts
annually, or at least biennially if so ordered by the board of supervisors upon the
recommendation of the county auditor, on a fiscal year basis ending June 30 and shall
make a report thereon to the judge of the court and to the supervisors of the county prior
to the 31% day of the next succeeding month of January. ”

On March 31, 1980, the Auditor-Controller requested approval to change the annual audit to a biennial
audit of the Probation books and accounts. Upon closer scrutiny, the Auditor-Controller determined that
the independently audited CAFR is comprehensive, including the results of the Probation Department’s
operations. As such, the CAFR audit satisfies the above legal requirement.

Attachments: March 21, 1980 Board Agenda Letter and Minute Order

Authored by: Andrea Geis, Internal Audit Staff

cc: Hon. James Herman, Santa Barbara County Presiding Judge of the Superior Court
Guadalupe Rabago, Chief Probation Officer
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