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California Code, Food and Agricultural Code 
(Formerly Agricultural Code) - FAC § 2272 and 
FAC 2279
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January Storm Damages  2023
In January through March of 2023, multiple 
atmospheric rivers dropped significant amounts of rain 
on Santa Barbara County and caused significant 
damages to agricultural fields and agricultural 
infrastructures.

The Department worked with local growers and 
ranchers to complete agricultural damage reports to 
assist local, state, and federal disaster response and 
recovery agencies. 

Damage reports estimated Santa Barbara County 
agricultural losses to be over $169 million. 

• Strawberry crop fields were hit the hardest and suffered 
over $56 million in crop losses alone. 
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Agriculture at a Glance: 2023

• Total Gross  Production Value: 

$1.875 ($1,875,978,000)  Billion 2023

$1.930 ($1,930,445,000) Billion 2022

• Total Acreage: 736,160 Acres
• Total Irrigated Acreage: 163,151  Acres

• Total Rangeland Acreage: 573,009  Acres

2.8% 
Decrease In 
Gross Value
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Vegetables
Consumer demand for vegetable crops 
was steady in 2023, but due to much 
lower market prices for lettuce, lower 
yields, and setbacks due to incremental 
weather, the overall value of vegetables 
declined compared to 2022. 

Increase in Acreage, but

6.8% Decrease in Value
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Fruit & Nut Crops
January storms and a cold spring led to 
decreased yields for blueberries, raspberries, 
and avocados. New countries entering a very 
competitive market also led to price 
reductions in avocados.

Increase in Acreage, but

5.7% Decrease in Value
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Wine Grapes
The weather in the 2023 growing season 
contributed to a long blooming period, which 
combined with better soil conditions to 
support a bumper crop for wine grapes. The 
higher yields and quality also added to an 
increase in value for the harvest.

Decrease in Acreage, but

2.3% Increase in Value
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Cut Flowers & 
Nursery
Production stabilization, market 
demand, and increased production 
led to overall increases in value for 
both cut flower and nursery 
products in 2023. 

Increase in production &

1.2% Increase in Value

Increase in production & 

28% Increase in Value
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Field & Seed 
Crops
The rainy season in 2023 
contributed to pasture and 
rangeland recovery after many 
consecutive years of drought.

Increase in Acreage & 

75% Increase in Value
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Livestock & 
Apiary
In 2023, ranchers retained more pasture and 
range from the rainy season. That, along with 
higher sales from inflation and demand for beef, 
led to an increase in livestock production values.

Increase in Head of Cattle & 

14% Increase in Value

Increase in Hives &

31% Increase in Value
*2022 Values adjusted using more 

comprehensive valuation of apiary products. 
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Top 10 Commodities
Commodity $$ Value Acreage

1.  Strawberries $775,282,000 12,489 

2.  Nursery $122,301,000 305 (Includes Greenhouse & 

Outdoor Grown)

3.  Wine Grapes $98,562,000 11,168

4.  Broccoli $86,737,000 12,118 

5.  Cauliflower $84,078,000 9,880  

6.  Head Lettuce $77,199,000 7,850

7.  Leaf Lettuce $68,114,000 5,952 

8.  Celery $67,087,000 4,116

9.  Blackberries $61,297,000 1,271 

10. Livestock $46,598,000 35,598 
(Head of cattle + Misc. Livestock)
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Production Value Over Time

$
 7

3
5

,0
0

3
,9

0
1

$
 9

9
7

,6
0

0
,5

7
8

$
 1

,2
1

9
,9

9
5

,4
0

5

$
 1

,4
7

9
,0

9
2

,5
6

2

$
 1

,8
1

9
,1

9
8

,0
0

0

$
 1

,8
7

5
,9

7
8

,0
0

0

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2023

12



Export And Trade Partners

Phytosanitary Certificates Issued To 

38 Countries

Top Exports in Tons Shipped

Over 45,000*
Tons Shipped Abroad 

*(90,000,000 lbs)

Top 10 Countries
Rank Country # Certs

1 Canada 3946

2 Mexico 1115

3 Saudi Arabia 489

4 United Arab Emirates 431

5 Kuwait 407

6 Netherlands 384

7 Japan 250

8 Costa Rica 210

9 Thailand 147

10 Qatar 90

13



Organic
Commodity Acreage

1.  Strawberries 3,363

2.  Carrots 2,271

3.  Wine Grapes 1,347

4. Celery/Celeriac 965

5.  Broccoli 954

Consumer demand for organic products has increased over the past decade,
resulting in an increase in the number of organic producers in Santa Barbara

County. There were 197 organic farms registered in Santa Barbara County in
2023.
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Pest Exclusion
Agricultural Commissioner staff 
inspect incoming high-risk plant 
material at mail carriers, nurseries, 
retailers, and homes to prevent the 
introduction of pests into the county.

147 NOR’s (Notice of 
Rejection) Issued
An NOR is issued when a package/parcel 
is in violation of a quarantine and or lacks 
the required certification to enter the 
county.
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2023
Crop & Livestock 
Report

Now available in Spanish for 
the 1st time!
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Recommended Actions

That the Board of Supervisors:

• Receive and file the Santa Barbara County Crop and Livestock report 
for 2023.

• Find that the proposed action does not constitute a “project” within 
the meaning of California Environmental Quality Act, pursuant to 14 
CCR 15378(b)(5), as it consists of organizational and administrative 
activities.
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Thank You

Follow us on Facebook Scan to see former 

Production/Crop & 
Livestock Reports: 
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