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TO: Board of Supervisors

FROM: John Patton, Director

STAFF Analise Merlo, Planner II
CONTACT: Ext. 6257

SUBJECT: Purchase Order for services with the Land Trust for Santa
Barbara County to monitor the Agricultural Easement on the Sedgwick
Ranch

Recommendation(s):   

That the Board of Supervisors:

Approve funding source for services with the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County to monitor
the Agricultural Easement Conditions of Approval for the Sedgwick Ranch.

Alignment with Board Strategic Plan:

The recommendation(s) are primarily aligned with actions required by law or by routine business
necessity.

Executive Summary and Discussion:

The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County has offered to carry out a monitoring program on the
Sedgwick Ranch for compliance with terms of an agricultural conservation easement by
completing 2 annual monitoring reports (see attached letter).  The monitoring reports are to verify
that: 1) the landowner’s uses of the property are consistent with the specific provisions of the
agricultural easement; 2) that the agricultural, open space, scenic and biological resource values
cited in the easement are being preserved and protected.  The services would include: site
evaluations, improvement plan review, and preparation of a monitoring report to be submitted to
the County and the University of California.  The Land Trust’s estimated cost to complete each
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monitoring report is $600.00.  The County would be responsible to pay for the monitoring.  After
the second monitoring report, a recommendation will be made for an ongoing monitoring
program.

In 1997, the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors accepted the grant of an Agricultural
Conservation Easement on the Sedgwick Ranch that is owned by University of California
(UCSB).  Grants for the acquisition of the conservation easement used funds authorized by the
California Wildlife, Coastal and Park Land Conservation Bond Act of 1988 (Prop 70).  By
acceptance of the grant, the County agreed to honor the intentions of the landowners to
“preserve and protect in perpetuity the agricultural, open space, scenic, cultural and biological
resources values of the Property”.

On November 11, 2001, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to negotiate contractual
documents with the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County to monitor the Sedgwick Ranch
agricultural easement and return to the Board for approval and execution as appropriate.

In a prior action, the Board of Supervisors, on February 23, 1993, approved the Sedgwick Ranch
Lot Line Adjustment (92-LA-026) which contained conditions of approval requiring the ranch to
be monitored by the County of Santa Barbara regarding future structures, setbacks (from creeks,
vernal pools, ponds, and marshes), archaeological resources, protection of oak woodlands,
earthquake standards, soils study, oil well abandonment and recordation of two (2) agreements
(merge the lots and conditions to apply to all the Sedgwick lots).  As proposed, the future
monitoring of these lot line adjustment conditions (resulting from future development) are not
included as a part of the Land Trust purchase order.  County Compliance staff will coordinate
with the Land Trust to conduct joint site visits such that monitoring would cover conditions of
the lot line adjustment as well as the agricultural conservation easement.

Mandates and Service Levels:  Acquisition of the agricultural conservation easement was not
mandated.  A condition of the easement accepted by the County was that compliance with
easement conditions would be monitored.

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts: Funds for the purchase order are available in Department 990,
Program 7200, Fund 0001.  The cost would be $1200 for the first fiscal year which would allow
two inspections with a report following each.  Further monitoring is not budgeted at this time but
will be considered for inclusion in the 2003-04 budget cycle.  Planning and Development will
monitor compliance with 92-LA-026 conditions as part of its existing compliance program
funded through the adopted budget.

Special Instructions: Forward minute order to Judy Sandoval in County Administrator’s Office
for requisition of purchase order.
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Concurrence:  County Administrator

Attachments:

1. Proposed Work Program – by The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
2. The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County letter dated 2/21/01
3. Sedgwick Ranch Amended and Restated Grant of Agricultural Conservation Easement

dated 12/12/97
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Proposed Work Program- Sedgwick Ranch Monitoring
By

Land Trust for Santa Barbara County

The following work program would be performed by the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County in
order to comply with conditions of the recorded “Amended and Restated Grant of Agricultural
Conservation Easement”, dated December 10, 1997.

The Land Trust shall inspect two times during the life of this Purchase Order the agricultural
easement in a manner that addresses the following commitments in the Easement:

1. Retain land predominantly in its natural, scenic, historical, agricultural, forested or open-space
condition.  At least 200 acres of the property shall be used for agricultural purposes.

2. Enable the property to remain in agricultural use by preserving and protecting in perpetuity
the property’s agricultural values, character, use and utility including soil and water quality,
and to prevent any use of the property that would significantly impair or interfere with the
agricultural values of the property.

3. Protect and preserve in perpetuity the property’s open space, scenic, cultural and biological
resources values to the extent those values are also consistent with continued agricultural use
of the property.

Land Trust Services would include the following elements:

1. Organize and participate in the site evaluation
2. Review property improvement plans
3. Prepare monitoring reports and forward to the County and the University of California
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