California Council of Community Mental Health Agencies

Leaders in the partnership that developed and promoted Proposition 63

Dear Board of Supervisors and County Officials:

Board of Directors

K,[t'; Rgi:?f:; I am writing to alert you to a funding source that does not appear to have been considered in your
Didi Hirsch Community proposed mental health budget cuts- unspent Prop 63/MHSA Community Services and
o Supports (CSS) funds.
VICE PRESIDENT . . . . L.
Jeff Fly ua Your staff report lists Los Angeles County among other counties facing a similar budget crisis
Cemrargg;;gfzzmz’ and LA had proposed massive cuts in programs. However, after contacting the state and working
Visalia with their providers they identified tens of millions of dollars that had been allocated to the
TREASURER county by the state but had not been spent and worked with their private providers to restructure o
Steven Elson pro their programs and do not anticipate any significant cuts. g h
Casa Pacifica
Camarillo
SECRETARY The State Department of Mental Health does not know the exact amount for each county but
Mary Hargrave ero believes that there are substantial funds for nearly every county.
River Oak Center for Children
Sacramento

The basis for having these funds is the fact that county MHSA plans anticipated an earlier start
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

John Buck date for services and a faster utilization of funds than has actually occurred. The amounts vary
Turning Point CommU"”;’ Pfogfa"f among the counties and likely vary for each contract provider using MHSA funds.
acramenio
PROGRAM

Katherine Mason usw To utilize these funds to avoid cuts in current programs a county must do three things:

Catholic Charities
San Jose 1

Verify that the program meets MHSA criteria as being either a full service partnership
(the ACT program and possibly supported housing could meet that) or be part of system

Helen Morran-Wolf Lesw
Foothill Family Service

Pasadena development — a program element that contributes towards what a full service partnership
PUBLIC POLICY (whatever it takes program) would have and which serves individuals who have severe
Vonza ThompsOn wa, weT, cere mental illnesses. Most of the other programs meet that criteria.
ALLIANCE for Community Care
San Jose
MEMBERSHIP & PUBLIC 2. Amend the MHSA plan to expand the funding for this program (if it is already in the
'RELATIONS MHSA CSS) or to add this program to the MHSA plan (which requires public
ook Crispino participation in the decision).
Oaldand
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 3. Restructure the programs (generally not significant) so they are described in terms that
Beverly Ary meet MHSA criteria.

Morongo Basin Mental
Heaith Services Association, Inc.

Yucea Valley This is not supplantation. Since the funding that supported these programs no longer exists,

MHSA funds are not being used to make existing funds available for other purposes, which is the

Michael Barrington pro
ANKA Behavioral Health, Inc.

Concord criteria for supplantation. Moreover, substantial growth is anticipated in MHSA funds in 2009-10
Walter Grubbs so, in all likelihood these programs can be continued in future years as well.
FamiliesFirst, inc.
Davis
Mike Leoni I would urge county officials to contact state and LA county officials to explore this possibility
Tulare Youth Service Bureau, Inc. before proceeding to make the proposed budget cuts. Y
Tulare [
Roy Marshall :
Child and Family Guidance Center Slncerely’
Northridge Ve
Nancy Rubin VZ«@ E éz . A
Edgewood Center for - -
Children and Famili
l re’ézg Fr:nz;slis RUSty Selix
Liz Seipel Co-Author (with Senator Darrell Steinberg) of Proposition 63 — the Mental H ; 1thServ1ces Act (MHSA)
Child and Family Cenfer Executive Director o
‘ Santa ?’a"‘a California Council of Community Mental Health Agencies (CCCMHA)
o Miguel Valencia o Mental Health Association of California (MHAC) A
ardner Family Care Corporation
San Jose
_ Richard Van qun
S il Representing Non-Profit Community Mental Health Agencies Throughout California
Log Angalos Ccemha/2008/080417santabarbara
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