








































 
 

CONCORD OFFICE: 2300 Clayton Road, Suite 1150, Concord, CA 94520 

SAN RAFAEL OFFICE: 1125 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94901 

mceCleanEnergy.org 

July 11, 2023 
 
Santa Barbara County Planning Commission 
123 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Via email to: dvillalo@countyofsb.org 
 
Re: July 12, 2023 Agenda Item #2: Revisions to Condition #38 Strauss Wind Energy Project  

 

Dear Santa Barbara County Planning Commissioners, 

 

Marin Clean Energy (MCE) writes to express its interest in the Strauss Wind Energy Project (Strauss 
Wind). 

 
MCE is a not-for-profit public agency that provides electricity service to more than one million residents 
and businesses in 37 member communities across four Bay Area counties (Contra Costa County, Marin 
Country, Napa County, and Solano County). 
  

Under a 15-year Power Purchase Agreement initially entered into in 2018, MCE will be purchasing 
renewable energy and resource adequacy from the 94-megawatt Strauss Wind project once it is online. 
The renewable energy Strauss Wind is expected to produce will provide clean, greenhouse gas (GHG) 
free energy supply to MCE, particularly when other sources of renewable energy, such as solar, are 
unable to produce energy to serve load. Strauss Wind’s clean energy production profile will help reduce 
the risk of power outages, lower costs for MCE’s customers, and reduce the need for fossil-fueled peaker 
plants during times of grid needs, including more frequent and severe extreme heat events.  

 

MCE has depended on this resource to produce clean, GHG-free electricity for its customers since 2020, 
and the project has been, and continues to be a material component of MCE’s near- and long-term 
procurement plans. The persistent project delays have come at a cost to MCE’s customers and have 
prevented this valuable clean energy resource from supporting load serving capability and mitigating the 
impact of extreme weather events experienced over the last several summers.  An expeditious, yet 
environmentally responsible resolution to Strauss Wind’s request will contribute significantly to helping 
California meet the ever-growing need for in-state, clean, reliable energy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Vicken Kasarjian 

Chief Operating Officer, MCE 
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