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Key Points

1. Reservoirs are an agricultural tool and are common across the County 
and State for irrigation and frost protection in farming vineyards.

2. We have been farming the property since 2016 and the reservoir sites 
are planted to cover crop.

3. Our permit application process satisfied each requirement and request 
from the County.

4. The original MND included analyses of Biological and Cultural 
Resources, Geologic Processes and Water Resources/Flooding, the 
culmination of which resulted in permit issuance in September, 2017.

5. Our neighbors have expressed concerns about groundwater use and 
impact on the environment all of which are being addressed in the 
SGMA process. 
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PURCHASE
2/13/14

Vineyard and infrastructure planning

Vineyard 
Planting

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

RESERVOIR PERMIT 
APPLICATION
2/17/16

PERMIT GRANTED
9/25/17

APPEALED
10/2/17

PC HEARING
9/12/18

APPEALED
9/21/18

Vineyard 
Planting

1st

Harvest

Pre-Planting Biological Surveys 
(x9) , Botany + Wildlife

BNLL Specific
Surveys (x18)

Phase I 
Cultural 

Resource 
Study

Peer 
Review 
(Dudek)

KMA 
Follow-

Up

Reservoir Engineering 
& Design

• MND Letter to 
Mission Tribe (March)

• Public Review (July)
• Final MND (August)

We have followed the County’s permitting process and complied with 
all additional requests and will comply with recommended mitigation

DRAFT MND 
(May) 



Frost protection from reservoirs (yellow dots) is common 
vineyard practice across Santa Barbara County



We are actively farming the property and are maintaining the reservoir sites 
with a cover crop.  Their 2015 and 2016 inspections yielded predominantly 
non-native species. 

Yesterday 2015

KMA’s visits were thorough and repeated, as 
instructed through the County’s process, plus 
additional peer review and updates List of Plants Observed During 

2015 and 2016 Field Surveys



The reservoirs are designed by licensed engineers, abut existing vineyard 
and drainage, and comply with County Grading Ordinance

January, 2017

August, 2018



We are actively engaged in the SGMA process and willingly contribute 
data, knowledge and resources to the effort

DRAFT Page from Woodard & Curran’s Groundwater Conditions Chapter

Our neighbors’ concerns, including water consumption, GDE’s 
and undesirable results are being managed right now in the 

drafting of the Cuyama Basin’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan



We request the board acknowledge the previously 
accepted MND is sufficient in mitigating potential risks 

and to approve our appeal
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