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SUBJECT: Measure "D" 1/2 Cent Sales Tax for Transportation for all Supervisorial Districts

Recommendation(s):   

That the Board of Supervisors:

a) Adopt the attached Resolution for the Measure "D" Five-Year Local Program of Projects for Fiscal
Years 2002 through 2007, for submittal to the Santa Barbara County Local Transportation Authority for
acceptance;

b) Reaffirm Resolution 89-465, which established priorities and policies for the use of the local portion of
the one-half cent sales tax for the transportation needs in Santa Barbara County;

c) Approve the expenditure of $7000 of fiscal year 2001/2002 General Fund Designations for Easy Lift
Transportation Company;

d) Approve Notice of Exemption pursuant to the County’s California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
guidelines for the above; (Post);

Alignment with Board Strategic Plan:

The recommendations are primarily aligned with Goal No.  1., An Efficient Government Able to Anticipate
and Respond Effectively to the needs of the Community.
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Executive Summary and Discussion:

As part of the local guidelines of the Measure "D" 1/2 cent sales tax, the Board of Supervisors must annually
adopt a resolution indicating the program of projects and certifying the intent to allocate the required local
discretionary funds to satisfy the "Maintenance of Efforts" provision of Measure "D".

On November 7, 1989 the voters of the County of Santa Barbara approved Measure “D”, the Santa Barbara
Transportation Improvement Program, with a 55% majority vote. As a result of the passage of Measure “D”, the
local sales tax was increase countywide by one-half cent, effective April 1, 199l.  The transportation sales tax
will remain in effect for 20 years, with the revenues being allocated for transportation improvements.

The revenues generated countywide by this transportation sales tax are currently distributed with 70 percent
going to local agencies for local street repair. The remaining 30 percent are allocated to state and regional
highway projects. Revenues received by the County are distributed to each Supervisorial District by a formula
that was revised by your Board in June of 2000.  This revised formula is based on a 75% population and 25%
lane mile distribution.  This revision was based on a request from a Grand Jury report of the same year, in which
they stated that the County’s rural road system was in a state of disrepair due in part to the previous distribution
formula.  Prior to this revision, the revenues were distributed based on population only.  The revision of this
formula provided additional funding to the districts with higher lane mile needs but smaller population bases
within the third and fifth supervisorial districts.  The Department was able to program this additional revenue in
FY 00/01 to the rural roads of the third and fifth supervisorial districts and these projects will be constructed this
summer.

The County of Santa Barbara is required on an annual basis to develop a five-year program for proposed
projects to be funded with these sales tax monies.  The Department of Public Works approaches your Board
every year during the month of June for approval of the County’s program. Upon approval, the program is sent
to the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) for approval and incorporation into the
countywide plan.

The County’s approved five-year program of projects is the basis by which the Department constructs the Road
Maintenance Annual Plan (RdMap).  This plan is the Public Works Department’s road maintenance strategy for
the coming year.  In the plan, needed maintenance work, both corrective and preventive, is identified.  Measure
“D” is currently the County’s primary source of revenue for preventive maintenance, which includes, overlays,
seal coats and hardscape repairs.  Preventive maintenance work is the majority of the County’s unfunded road
maintenance backlog, which in total is a $97 million need at this time. A description of each project listed in the
Program of Projects is attached.

The County has been providing a portion of the funding required to operate EasyLift transit operations on the
south coast since the voters passed Measure “D” in 1989.  EasyLift approached the Department this year to
request essentially a cost of living adjustment to maintain their existing level of service.   The ordinance includes
specific language on increases to existing funding levels that are eligible for reimbursement.  The Department
requested an opinion from Counsel on the eligibility of this request, they opined that Measure “D” can not be
used for cost of living adjustments.  The Department proposes to utilize approximately $7000 of fiscal year
2001/2002 General Fund Designations to honor this request.
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In fiscal year 2000/2001 the Department received $2,547,237 in AB2928 revenues.  These new revenues are
derived from sales tax collected on fuels in which the revenues previously were received by the State General
Fund.  These moneys were specifically designated for the purpose of road maintenance needs throughout the
unincorporated areas of the County.  This funding has a”use it or lose it” provision, whereby the County must
have these funds expended within an 18 month period.  To achieve the criteria on the funds discussed above, the
Department proposes to utilize this funding for a previously programmed Measure “D” slurry seal contract
which was included within the FY 00/01 RdMap.  This process will in turn free up an equal amount of Measure
“D” revenue which we have re-programmed within proposed list of projects before you today for approval.

Last year your Board reaffirmed Resolution 89-465, which established priorities and policies for the use of
Measure “D” funds.  Public Works’ staff recommends reaffirmation of the Resolution again for this year. The
eligible use of Measure “D” funds are defined by ordinance and jurisdictional Measure “D” expenses which are
audited by SBCAG.

Pursuant to the County’s CEQA guidelines, the Department of Public Works has determined this project to be
exempt for further environmental review.  Approval of this Notice of Exemption shall indicate the Board of
Supervisors approval and shall commence the appeal period.

Mandates and Service Levels:

No change in programs or service level.

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:

The local share of the sales tax will generate an estimated $9,182,000 this year for use on the County’s Road
System and $43,074,000 over the subsequent five years.

Special Instructions:

Please return one copy of the executed resolution to the Transportation Div., attn: Cecelia Barnes.

Concurrence:
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Risk Management

Attachments:

Resolution for the Measure "D" Five-Year Local Program of Projects for Fiscal Years 2002 through 2007
Resolution 89-465
Notice of Exemption
Measure D Program of Projects
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