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Encino, California 91436 Van Nuys, CA 91411
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E-Mail: fgbesq@blundolaw.com

March 11, 2016

VIA EMAIL:
sbcob@co.santa-barbara.ca.us

Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors

Re:  Santa Rosa Road Winery
Before the Board on March 15, 2016

Dear Board:

It has come to my attention that your considering an appeal of the amount of visitation
allowed at the winery, both daily wine tasting traffic and for events pertaining to the granting of a
permit to operate a winery on Santa Rosa Road.

1 have lived in the Santa Ynez Valley for 17 years, and have, from time to time, been
involved with other winery issues, especially on Happy Canyon Road. During that time, I have
worked with others to attempt to get County Staff to address public safety risk factors associated
with wine tasting rooms and the holding of w1nery events on what can only be considered
substandard rural roads

As I understand it, in this particular appeal the Staff has either ignored, denied, evaded, or
fudged data to keep accurate information from the deCision makers.

Some of the factors that Appellants have tried to get con51dered and which Staff have
repeatedly refused to acknowledge or analyze include, but is not limited to:

1. That wine tasting rooms are the functional equivalent of Bars;

2. There is no difference in the amount of alcohol in a flight of wine tasting, a glass
~ of wine, a bottle of beer or a mixed drink;

3. Alcohol ebviously impairs the ability to drive a car. This is even stated on every
' wine bottle produced in the State; .

4. Just one flight of wine tasting brings the average person to-.04 BAC which,

according to the most recent and reliable scientific studles doubles the risk of an
accident while operatmg a motor vﬁhICle
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5. Two f;hghm of wine tastuig will brmg the average person to 08 BAC wmch
, quadmplesﬁwnskofacarmzdent, S
- 6. - Rupl roads hava tw:ce the colhmbn ra:és ot‘uxban roads; and 2.4 times the fatahty T
rates; T
7. Toxmsts who are unfam:har thh lqcai mads have: s:gmﬁcanﬂy h1gher acmdent .
tates than drivers who. ate familige w1th them, : : ‘
8. Many of ogr mrai roads-have been i proven to.be mgm.ﬁcanﬂy subsmndard in then:
T design endhotin comphance with county requirements; - "
9. Many of gur fural roads i in the: Santa Yiiez Valley already hiave ca]ksmn raies
. s:gmﬁcanﬂy wotse thap average, In $ome cases it is xultiple times the, average; | - ...
10.. Al ofthese facbors when comb:ned hm a cmulai:wc c%ct as & Scrious. thrcat to T

- Ashas been pomted out in numerous prioe pruceedmgs befoi‘e Zomng Admxmstratoxs B IR
and the Planmng Cnmmlssmn, xguonng these factors pmsenrs an obmus habmty isktothe 11T

Sorne of you gy ] be aware uf what oc.cuned in Dana Point i Omuge Comty several ..
. years ago where the governtent agendy in charge of the roads had been wearned shout. safﬁty
risks apd did absolurely nothing about it. It cost. the City.of Dana‘Point, and their insurers,
‘almost $50 Million to settle lawsuits brought by two women who WETe rendexed quadnp}cha asa '
remﬂtoftherty’smactmn. B Car L et

B
’

" Temploy you to conszderthme 1ssues anﬂ make a rf;asonable detmmmatmn as 10 the :
- -wisdom of granting a peﬂmt including the excessive arount of: visitation prevmusly approved
T the application before-you, accidents rates dre severally inderstated, and the problems of
impaired driving have been asseﬂtzany ighozed;’ it wsmld he m:esponmbla not {6 mrhgaxe ﬁme -
above public safaty risks, which can rendﬂy bcdone hy reducmg the vzsmmon ’co mote ..
reasonable levels, . e et
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