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Recommended Actions:

That the Board of Supervisors:

Receive and file the Santa Barbara County Independent Special Districts Compliance Report for the
completion of annual audits and annual budgets for prior fiscal years.

Summary Text:

The Santa Barbara County Grand Jury in Fiscal Year 99-00 recommended that the Auditor-Controller
improve the compliance effort concerning completion and filing of annual budgets and annual financial
reports by independent special districts. The timely filing of the reports is an internal control that can
assist the districts with the management of their financial affairs. The same Grand Jury requested that
the Auditor-Controller conduct a financial analysis of the 36 independent districts. The Auditor
Controller issued a report in April 2001 and informally agreed to update this report every three years.
The report provides analysis and information on the District’s current fiscal strengths and vulnerabilities
and makes recommendations for improvements. The recommendations on page four of the attached
Report include:
Annual Reports
e We recommend that all the districts strive to compile their financials within 120 days of fiscal
year end.
e Districts with audit comments should also work toward achieving a “clean” opinion on their
financial audits
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Annual Budgets
e For the quality of districts’ budgets to continue to meet State legal requirements, the State
Controller’s standards must be followed in preparing and adopting the districts’ budgets.

Background:

Government Code section 26909 requires the completion of audits by special districts and Government
Code section 53901 requires the completion of annual budgets. Both reports must be filed with the
County Auditor-Controller.

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:
Budgeted: No

Special Instructions:

None.
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