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July 17, 2018 
 
Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors 
1st District  Das Williams, Chair 
2nd District Janet Wolf 
3rd District Joan Hartman 
4th District Peter Adam 
5th District Steve Lavagnino, Vice Chair 
 
Re: Myers Bridge Appeal (16APL-00000-00021) of the County Planning Commission’s 
Denial of Case No. 16LUP-00000-00109, First Supervisorial District 
 
Supervisors: 
 
It has been some 20 months since the Board of Supervisors voted 5 to 0 to continue the 
project, conduct appropriate CEQA analysis, as revised to meet Carpinteria/Summerland 
Fire Protection District Emergency Access Standards, and return with findings for 
approval (or denial). 
 
Vicki and I greatly appreciated your understanding of the compelling reason why the 
County should support our proposal to build a bridge and road at 949 Toro Canyon Road 
as a second means of access/egress for the purposes of enhanced health/life safety, with 
insignificant environmental impact and at no cost to the County. 
Given the Toro Canyon potential for devastating wildfire, now proved by the Thomas 
Fire, not to support a plan that could potentially save lives of residents and firefighters 
and which is fully supported by 2 Fire Chiefs 3 Fire Marshalls, and 1 distinguished Fire 
Captain, seems unjustified and could expose the County to enormous liability. 
 
Attached please find an abbreviated Power Point of the arguments presented to you at the 
BOS hearing of 11/22/16 and a photographic survey of the role played by the road as a 
key element in stopping the Thomas Fire from continuing down Toro Canyon Road, 
vindicating what Chiefs Navarro and Rampton, Fire Marshals Foster, Coffman and Oaks, 
and Captain (Ret) Al Meskimen predicted. 
 
Vicki and I, as well as members of the Toro Canyon Community, will be grateful for your 
support of this appeal and for allowing us to move forward to the realization of this 
project. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Barton Myers, FAIA 
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July 17, 1018 
 
To the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors: 
1st District: Das Williams, Chair 
2nd District: Janet Wolf 
3rd District: Joan Hartman 
4th District: Peter Adam 
5th District: Steve Lavagnino, Vice Chair 
 
Twenty months ago (11/22/16) the Board heard the Myers Road/Bridge Appeal (949 
Toro Canyon Rd.) for a second means of egress/access for enhanced health/life safety in 
one of Santa Barbara’s most dangerous areas for the potential of devastating wild fires, 
with insignificant environmental impact and at no cost to the County.  Since the hearing, 
we have experienced a devastating wild fire of historic proportions (12/8-15/17 ) and a 
debris flow event 1/9/18) at a scale unprecedented in this County. 
 
Interestingly, as predicted, the built portion of the proposed road proved instrumental  in 
Cal Fire’s protection of both the structures and adjacent landscaping, and became a 
component of a firebreak cut west from Toro Canyon Road, north of the accessory 
building and then east up a mountainside. Although we lost some 35 acres of our 40 to 
fire, the work of Cal Fire, our fire defensive landscaping, and fire resistant designed 
structures meant that 949 Toro Canyon became the fire stop, preventing the fire from 
continuing down Toro Canyon Road. 
 
The following debris flow event rendered our easement access road impassable for two 
days until we could have it dug out, giving further argument for the need for a second 
access road. When we appied for an LUP for the road/bridge as a second means of egress 
in early 2016 given the compelling reasons for health/life safety, the County support of 
existing agriculture, the need of a new well for EMMWC , and with insignificant 
environmental impact, we thought the applications would have been expediously 
processed and approved. Given that the major goal of planning is public safety, why this 
did not happen is puzzling. We can only surmise that: 
1. there was a lack of appreciation of the context, the danger of devastating fire in the 
northern area of Toro Canyon Road and for health/life safety compelling reasons for the 
second means of egress. 
2. and a misinterpretation of the intent of the Toro Canyon Plan which suggests a balance 
between reasonable development and environmental protection. 
 
We believe that the application of development standard Fire TC-24 from the Toro 
Canyon Plan, which”required” 2 means of ingress and egress only for new subdivisions of 
5 lots or more, was not appropriate, given that 949, 930 and 925 Toro Canyon are only 
three lots and are existing developments. 
In a letter to Supervisor Peter Adams, 11/21/16 former Fire Marshal Scott Coffman 
explains: 
 
There is an important historical note to this case. Ed Foster and I wrote the code for Carpinteria 
Summerland Fire Protection District at the time of the construction of the Myers property. We felt 
requiring a secondary means of egress or access under 5 parcels was potentially a taking. Importantly, the 
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potential to identify a secondary means of egress was placed as a definitive means to obtain highly valued 
secondary access road at the time of permit approval at a future date. 
 
This might explain why neither CSFPD nor SBCOFPD has executed Cal Fire 503.1.2 that 
based on the potential for impairment of a single road by vehicle congestion, condition of 
terrain, climate conditions or other factors that could limit access, the fire code official is 
authorized to require more than one fire apparatus access road. 
 
While CSFPD could not “require”,  Fire Chief Ray Navarro, former Fire Chief Jim 
Rampton, Fire Marshall Ed Foster, former Fire Marshall Scott Coffman, SBCO Fire 
Marshall Steve Oaks and retired SBCO Captain Al Meskinen, M Arch Fire Protection, all 
support the second means of egress as “prudent, increase and enhance safety, improve 
fire fighting and firefighter and occupant safety, support, recommend …”. Chief Navarro 
letter to BOS 11/22/17 emphasized benefits, merits, and asks for the permit process to 
move forward.  
 
Fire Chiefs Navarro, Rampton and Fire Marshall Ed Foster have identified the existing 
easement road as “inadequate”, “construction on properties next to your property which 
made the long (dead end) drive congested…” (see CFC 501.2.3) 
 
The Toro Canyon Plan: the statement that there is ”no justification to allow the 
construction of a bridge and road in an ESH area” ignores the compelling reasons of 
health/life/safety, egress access, AG support for existing agriculture and well water  
connection to EMMWC wells 3 & 4. and is a misread of the Toro Canyon Plan bio 
standards, which do not prohibit a property owner from crossing an EHS area for 
compelling reasons. Instead the Plan suggests a balance between reasonable development 
and environmental protection, “to the maximum extent feasible” (see BIO TC7, BIO 
TC7.2). 
 
The estimated disturbance identified by the County approved biologist Impact Sciences is 
“less than 2,000 square feet” - .004% in some 500,000 square feet of designated ESH, an 
insignificant impact on a 40 acre property. 
Now, with the signing of 24 mitigation measures agreement, the owner and the County 
are in agreement that there is an insignificant impact. 
 
With my appreciation of this matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Barton Myers, FAIA 
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