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SUBJECT:   Resolution of Hope Ranch Park Homes Association 
 

County Counsel Concurrence  Auditor-Controller Concurrence  
As to form: Yes  As to form: N/A     
 

Recommended Actions:  
 

A) Receive and file report from staff; 
 

B) Approve request for application of the California Vehicle Code to private roads from the Hope Ranch 
Park Homes Association per letter and associated resolution dated January 17, 2008; 

 
C) Approve a Resolution, as described herein, pursuant to Vehicle Code Section 21107.7; and 

 
D) Direct staff to prepare an Ordinance as described here in, pursuant to Vehicle Code Section 21107.7;  

 
 

Summary Text:  
Vehicle Code section 21107.7 provides authority for the application of the Vehicle Code to private roads 
by ordinance of the Board of Supervisors, but explicitly states that the state shall have no duty to patrol 
the roads designated in any such ordinance. 
 
A request has been made by Hope Ranch Park Homes Association (“HRPHA”) that your Board adopt 
such an Ordinance for their benefit.  A certified copy of a Resolution of the HRPHA Board of Directors 
has been received and a copy is attached to this report.  The Resolution is legally adequate to fulfill the 
requirements of section 21107.7.  The list of roads set forth in the HRPHA resolution are all private 
roads within the Hope Ranch community.   It is the responsibility of HRPHA to contract for 
enforcement of the Vehicle Code by the CHP at their sole expense, if enforcement is desired.  Attached 
is the a letter from Mr. Trebbin, General Manager, Hope Ranch Park Homes Association, outlining 
public outreach efforts by their Board of Directors. 
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The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s department, County Counsel’s Office, Risk Management, and the 
Public Works department were consulted. The responses were positive. The Sheriff’s department does 
not object to such an agreement since primary traffic enforcement responsibility on County roads is 
already under the purview of the CHP.  In addition, the other departments noted that all sections of the 
Vehicle Code become applicable, including those requiring engineering reports to support enforceable 
speed limits.  No additional liability would be taken on by the County in making the Vehicle Code 
applicable to these private roads and the character of the roads as private property will not be changed.  
Finally, it is proposed that an agreement will be reached between HRPHA and the CHP for enforcement 
of the Vehicle Code, and that there will be no cost to the County resulting from passage of the 
ordinance. 
 
In order for enforceable speed limits to be set, a traffic engineering report must be conducted at the 
expense of HRPHA, and uniform traffic control signs installed.  The signs would also be installed at the 
sole expense of the HRPHA.  After the engineering report is prepared, your Board would set speed 
limits and authorize HRPHA to install traffic control signs and devices by ordinance, similar to the 
manner in which speed limits are set on existing county roads.  These private roads are not eligible for 
the use of public funds for signage, engineering, administration or maintenance. 
 
These are the statutory requirements for ordinance adoption under section 21107.7:  
 

1. The Board must find that that the privately owned roads are not generally held open for use of 
the public, but that by reason of their proximity to or connection with highways, the interests of 
(a) any residents residing along the roads, and (b) the motoring public, will best be served by 
application of the provisions of the Vehicle Code to those roads. 

2. A petition must be filed by a majority of the owners of the private roads, or by at least a 
majority of the board of directors of a common interest development responsible for 
maintaining the road.  

3. A public hearing must be held with 10 days’ prior written notice to all owners in the 
development. 

4. Standardized signs must be placed advising of Vehicle Code application to the roads.  
 
The application of the Vehicle Code to private roads not open to the public is authorized by section 
21107.7.  All sections of the Vehicle Code become applicable, including those requiring engineering 
reports to support enforceable speed limits.   
 
The attached resolution states the intention of the Board of Supervisors to adopt an ordinance that 
applies the provisions of the Vehicle Code to private roads in the Hope Ranch area.  In order for the 
ordinance to be brought forward, a traffic study, funded by HRPHA, must be completed to establish 
appropriate limits on vehicular speeds.  Once that study has been completed, staff will return with the 
proper ordinance 
 
Attachments:  Resolution of Hope Ranch Park Homes Association dated January 17, 2008 
   Letter from Mr. Trebbin dated February 1, 2008 
   Resolution 

Authored by:   John Baker, County Executive Office 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA, 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 21107.7 OF 
THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE, 
MAKING THE CODE APPLICABLE TO 
THE HOPE RANCH ROAD SYSTEM, A 
PRIVATELY-OWNED ROAD SYSTEM 

 
Resolution No. ______ 

  
 

 WHEREAS, the Hope Ranch area contains a privately-owned road system within 
the unincorporated area of the County of Santa Barbara, maintained by its common 
owners and not generally held open for use of the public for vehicular travel.  Because of 
their connection with, and proximity to, public streets and highways, the interest of the 
residents living along these roads and the motoring public will be best served by 
application of the provisions of the California Vehicle Code to these roads; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Hope Ranch Park Homes Association, 
the owner of said Hope Ranch road system with the responsibility of maintaining it, has 
requested this action with the concurrence of the residents residing along this road 
system; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held pursuant to the law on this matter, 

with notice to the affected residents as provided in Section 21107.7; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara hereby 
finds and declares as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. That the Hope Ranch Road System, as herein defined, is a 
privately-owned and maintained road system. 
 

SECTION 2. That the affected roads, collectively known herein as the “Hope 
Ranch Road System,” include the following, in their entirety:  
 

Alisa Road 
   Camino Medio 
   Canon Road 
   Cantera Avenue 
   Carosam Road 
   Corta Road 
   Creciente Drive 
   Cresta Avenue 



 2

   Cuervo Avenue 
   Estrella Drive 
   La Ladera Road 
   Lago Drive 
   Laguna Blanca Drive 
   Llano Avenue 
   Mariposa Drive 
   Monte Drive 
   Paloma Drive 
   Ramitas Road  
   Silvestre Road 
   Soriente Road 
   Via Abrigada 
   Via Alrosa 
   Via Alegre 
   Via Bendita 
   Via Carretas 
   Via Cayente 
   Via Corona 
   Via Dichosa 
   Via Esperanza 
   Via Fruiteria 
   Via Glorieta 
   Via Hierba 
   Via Huerto 
   Via Presada 
   Via Roblada 
   Via Rosita 
   Via Sinuosa 
   Via Tranquila 
   Via Trepadora 
   Via Vistosa 
   Vieja Drive 

 
 
SECTION 3. That this road system is not generally held open for use by the 

public for vehicular travel, but by reason of its proximity to and connection with 
highways, the interests of the residents residing along the road system and the motoring 
public will be best served by application of the provisions of California Vehicle Code 
thereto. 
 

SECTION 4. That a majority of the Board of Directors of the Hope Ranch Park 
Homes Association, collective owner and maintainer of the Hope Ranch Road System, 
has filed a petition pursuant to Section 21107.7, requesting the application of the 
California Vehicle Code to the Hope Ranch Road System. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors does resolve as follows:  
 

1. That the recitations set forth above are true and correct. 
2. That pursuant to Section 21107.7 of the California Vehicle Code, the 

California Vehicle Code is hereby ordered applied to the privately-owned and 
maintained road system herein described as the Hope Ranch Road System, 
conditioned on the performance of a Traffic Engineering Study by a qualified 
engineer, the adoption of any recommendations contained in said Study, and 
the installation of traffic control devices and markings complying with the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, all to the satisfaction of the 
County Road Commissioner, all at the sole expense of the Hope Ranch Park 
Homes Association.  

 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa 

Barbara, State of California, this ____ day of ______________, 2008, by the following 

vote: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
 ABSENT:  
 ABSTAIN:  
 
 ____________________________ 
 Chair, Board of Supervisors 
 County of Santa Barbara 
 
ATTEST: 
MICHAEL F. BROWN 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
 
By____________________ 
      Deputy Clerk  
 
 
Approved as to Form:  Approved as to Form: 
DANIEL WALLACE ROBERT W. GEIS, 
COUNTY COUNSEL Auditor -Controller 
 
By:_____________________   By:_______________________ 
Michael R. Ledbetter 
Deputy County Counsel 
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