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PERMIT APPROVAL: 

This is to inform you that an Emergency Permit has been approved for: 

The proposed project is for the repair and stabilization of a slope damaged in the 2023/24 winter 
storms. The slope stabilization will be done through reinforced concrete cap beam and drilled pier 
system. There will be a total of 12, 30-inch diameter drilled piers connected by an 86-foot-long by 
five-foot-wide by three-foot-deep reinforced concrete cap beam constructed entirely in compacted 
fill. The first 22 feet of the pier will be in re-compacted fill/landslide debris and the bottom eight feet 
of the pier will be in competent Rincon Formation. Grading for the project will include 922 cubic yards 
of cut and 922 cubic yards of fill. Four non-native trees will be removed within the grading perimeter. 
The parcel will continue to be served by the City of Santa Barbara Water District, Mission Canyon 
County Service Area 12, and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. Access will continue to be 
provided off of Palomino Road. The property is a 1.00-acre parcel zoned 1-E-1 and shown as 
Assessor’s Parcel Number 023-300-006, located at 1051 Palomino Road in the Mission Canyon 
Community Plan area, First Supervisorial District. 

The Director has determined this situation constitutes an emergency in accordance with the applicable 
Development Code indicated above and immediate action is warranted. As the required findings (listed 
below) can be made, the emergency work is hereby approved, subject to compliance with the attached 
conditions of approval. The project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15269(c), which exempts “specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency” (see 
Attachment C). This permit is not valid until signed by the owner/applicant and subsequently issued by 
the Department upon verification that all conditions of approval requiring action prior to permit 
issuance are satisfied.  

___________________________________________               __________ 
Lisa Plowman, Director Date 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
The proposed project is located at 1051 Palomino Road in the Mission Canyon Community Plan area. 
The subject property is currently developed with an 1,800-square-foot single-family dwelling approved 
under Land Use Rider 11,933. In 1998, a Building Permit, Case No. 265487, was issued for a slide repair 
on-site. On February 24, 2005, following another slope failure that resulted in a five-foot vertical slide 
face immediately adjacent to the rear of the residence, a Notice of Noncompliance Due to Change in 
Soil Conditions was issued in association with Building Violation Case No. 05BDV-00000-00038. In 2007, 
an Emergency Permit was issued to allow grading of approximately 180 cubic yards of cut and fill and 
the construction of a system of retaining walls in order to stabilize failed slopes adjacent to the rear of 
the residence.  
 
In the winter of 2023/24, a series of heavy storms and atmospheric rivers caused widespread flooding 
and elevated creek levels throughout Santa Barbara County area. The project will address the 
emergency situation created by the winter 2023/24 storms, which caused a landslide and damaged the 
existing deck. The slopes are at risk of further failure, jeopardizing the foundation of the existing single-
family dwelling. The project will allow stabilization of the slope through a reinforced concrete cap 
beam and drilled pier system. Stabilization of the slope is necessary to repair damages to the existing 
deck and protect the existing single-family dwelling on the parcel. As designed by the project engineer, 
the bottom eight feet of the pier will be placed in competent Rincon Formation to ensure the slope 
repair is anchored to reduce the future potential for further slope failure. 
 
FINDINGS OF APPROVAL: 
 
A. Findings required for all Emergency Permits. In compliance with Subsection 35.82.090.E.2 of 

the County Land Use and Development Code, prior to the approval or conditional approval of 
an application for an Emergency Permit the Director shall first make all of the following 
findings: 

a. An emergency exists and requires action more quickly than provided for by the 
customary procedures for permit processing. 

The Director finds that an emergency exists and requires action more quickly than 
provided for by the procedures for permit processing. The 2023/24 winter storms 
caused significant erosion, resulting in slope failures that damaged the deck adjacent 
to the single-family dwelling. The slopes are at risk of further failure, jeopardizing the 
foundation of the single-family dwelling.  

b. The action proposed is consistent with the policies of the Comprehensive Plan, 
including any applicable community or area plan and the requirements of this 
Development Code.  

 The Director finds that the proposed project is consistent with all applicable policies 
of the Comprehensive Plan, including the Mission Canyon Community Plan, and the 
County Land Use and Development Code (LUDC). Selected policies are discussed in 
detail below.  
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LUDC Section 35.23.020.B Intent of the R-1/E-1 (Single Family Residential) Zone: The 
R-1 and E-1 zones are applied to areas appropriately located for one-family living at a 
reasonable range of population densities, consistent with sound standards of public 
health, safety, and welfare. This zone is intended to protect the residential 
characteristics of an area to promote a suitable environment for family life. 

Consistent. The project is consistent with the intent of the Single Family Residential 
Zone because the work will serve the existing residential development on the parcel. 
The slope stabilization will prevent further erosion and slope failure on the parcel, 
ensuring that the single-family dwelling foundation is no longer at risk. 

Land Use Development Policy 4: Prior to issuance of a development permit, the 
County shall make the finding, based on information provided by environmental 
documents, staff analysis, and the applicant, that adequate public or private services 
and resources (i.e., water, sewer, roads, etc.) are available to serve the proposed 
development. The applicant shall assume full responsibility for costs incurred in service 
extensions or improvements that are required as a result of the proposed project. Lack 
of available public or private services or resources shall be grounds for denial of the 
project or reduction in the density otherwise indicated in the land use plan.  

Consistent. The proposed project is consistent with the policy requirement to have 
adequate services and resources to serve the proposed development because the 
project is for slope stabilization and will not increase the demand for services on site. 
The parcel will continue to be served by the City of Santa Barbara Water District, 
Mission Canyon County Service Area 12, and the Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department. 

Land Use Element Hillside and Watershed Protection Policy 1: Plans for development 
shall minimize cut and fill operations. Plans requiring excessive cutting and filling may 
be denied if it is determined that the development could be carried out with less 
alteration of the natural terrain.  

Land Use Element Hillside and Watershed Protection Policy 2: All developments shall 
be designed to fit the site topography, soils, geology, hydrology, and any other existing 
conditions and be oriented so that grading and other site preparation is kept to an 
absolute minimum. Natural features, landforms, and native vegetation, such as trees, 
shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible. Areas of the site, which are not, 
suited to development because of known soil, geologic, flood, erosion or other hazards 
shall remain in open space. 

Consistent. The proposed project is consistent with the policy requirements to 
minimize grading and fit the site topography because grading for the project will be 
limited to the area of slope failure and will be limited to the quantity required to 
stabilize the slope. Proposed grading consists of 922 cubic yards of cut and 922 cubic 
yards of fill, and will be balanced on site. 

Noise Element Policy 1: In the planning of land use, 65dB Day-Night Average Sound 
Level should be regarded as the maximum exterior noise exposure compatible with 



Narholz – Emergency Slope Repair 
Emergency Permit Case No. 24EMP-00006 

Page 6 of 9 
 

noise-sensitive uses unless noise mitigation features are included in the project design. 

Consistent. The proposed project is consistent with the policy requirement to limit 
the noise exposure to 65 dB because the project will be completed in conformance 
with Condition of Approval Noise-02, which requires that noise generating 
construction activity is limited to the hours of 7:00 am and 4:00 pm on weekdays, and 
prohibited on weekends and state holidays. No noise generation beyond the 
maximum exterior noise exposure compatible with noise-sensitive uses is expected 
from the continued residential use of the parcel. 

DevStd BIO-MC-8.1: Development shall be setback a minimum 50 feet from the 
geologic top of bank of any stream or creek or outside edge of riparian vegetation, 
whichever is greater. Buffer areas may be adjusted upward or downward on a case-by-
case basis given site-specific conditions such as slopes, biological resources, and 
erosion potential, as evaluated and determined by the County. 

Consistent: The proposed project is consistent with the policy requirement to 
establish a 50-foot buffer from the bank of any stream or creek or outside edge of 
riparian vegetation, whichever is greater, because there are no streams or creeks 
within 50 feet of the project site. The closest creek is Mission Creek, which is 
approximately 2,000 feet from the project site. 

c. Public comment on the proposed emergency action has been reviewed. 

The Director finds that no public comment on the proposed emergency action has 
been received. A mailed notice was sent to all owners within 300 feet of the parcel on 
March 18, 2024. Three notice placards for the proposed development have been 
posted onsite. 

 
EMERGENCY PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
1. This Emergency Permit is based upon and limited to compliance with the project description, 

and the conditions of approval set forth below. Any deviations from the project description 
or conditions must be reviewed and approved by the County for conformity with this 
approval. Deviations without the above-described approval will constitute a violation of 
permit approval. If it is determined that project activity is occurring in violation of any or all 
of the following conditions, the Director may revoke this permit and all authorization for 
development. The decision of the Director to revoke the Emergency Permit may be appealed 
to the Planning Commission. 

 
 The project description is as follows: 
 

The proposed project is for the repair and stabilization of a slope damaged in the 2023/24 
winter storms. The slope stabilization will be done through reinforced concrete cap beam and 
drilled pier system. There will be a total of 12, 30-inch diameter drilled piers connected by an 
86-foot-long by five-foot-wide by three-foot-deep reinforced concrete cap beam constructed 
entirely in compacted fill. The first 22 feet of the pier will be in re-compacted fill/landslide 
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debris and the bottom eight feet of the pier will be in competent Rincon Formation.  Grading 
for the project will include 922 cubic yards of cut and 922 cubic yards of fill. Four non-native 
trees will be removed within the grading perimeter. The parcel will continue to be served by 
private water sources, Mission Canyon CSA, and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. 
Access will continue to be provided off of Palomino Road. The property is a 1.00-acre parcel 
zoned 1-E-1 and shown as Assessor’s Parcel Number 023-300-006, located at 1051 Palomino 
Road in the Mission Canyon Community Plan area, First Supervisorial District. 

 
2. Proj Des-02 Project Conformity. The grading, development, use, and maintenance of the 

property, the size, shape, arrangement, and location of the structures, parking areas and 
landscape areas, and the protection and preservation of resources shall conform to the project 
description above and the hearing exhibits and conditions of approval below.  The property and 
any portions thereof shall be sold, leased or financed in compliance with this project 
description and the approved hearing exhibits and conditions of approval thereto. All plans 
(such as Landscape and Tree Protection Plans) must be submitted for review and approval and 
shall be implemented as approved by the County. 

 
3. Follow Up Permit Required. An application(s) for the required permits necessary to validate the 

emergency work as permanent shall be submitted by the applicant to the Department no later 
than 30 days following the issuance of this Emergency Permit. The permits required for the 
proposed emergency work include a Land Use Permit pursuant to Section 35.82.110 of the 
County Land Use Development Code. If the follow up permit is denied, the Emergency Permit 
shall be valid only until a final decision is made on the follow up permit, at which point the 
Emergency Permit shall expire. 

 
3. Completeness Items. Any materials required for a completed application, as identified in the 

initial review of the original application required pursuant to Condition No. 2 above, shall be 
submitted within 90 days after written notification of the application deficiencies is provided to 
the applicant. This time period may be extended by the Director of Planning and Development. 

 
4. Authorized Work Only. Only that emergency work specifically requested and deemed an 

emergency for the specific property mentioned is authorized. Any additional emergency work 
requires separate authorization from the Director. The work authorized by this permit must be 
commenced within 30 days of the date of issuance of the emergency permit.   

 
5.  Stop Work Order. The Director of Planning and Development may order the work authorized 

under this emergency permit to stop immediately if it is determined that unanticipated and 
substantial adverse environmental effects may occur with continued construction. 

 
6. Not Valid Until Signed. This Emergency Permit is not valid until signed by the applicant and 

subsequently issued by Planning and Development. 
 
7. Additional Permits Required. This permit does not preclude the necessity to obtain 

authorization and/or permits from other Departments or agencies.   
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9.  CulRes-09 Stop Work at Encounter. The Owner/Applicant and/or their agents, representatives 
or contractors shall stop or redirect work immediately in the event archaeological remains are 
encountered during grading, construction, landscaping or other construction-related activity. 
The Owner/Applicant shall immediately contact P&D staff, and retain a P&D approved 
archaeologist and Native American representative to evaluate the significance of the find in 
compliance with the provisions of the County Archaeological Guidelines and conduct 
appropriate mitigation funded by the Owner/Applicant.  

 PLAN REQUIREMENTS: This condition shall be printed on all building and grading plans. 
MONITORING: P&D permit processing planner shall check plans prior to issuance of the 
Building Permit and P&D enforcement staff shall respond to complaints in the field throughout 
grading and construction. 

 
10. Noise-02 Construction Hours. Noise-02 Construction Hours. The Owner/Applicant, including all 

contractors and subcontractors shall limit construction activity, including equipment 
maintenance and site preparation, to the hours between 7:00 am and 4:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. No construction shall occur on weekends or State holidays. Non-noise 
generating interior construction activities such as plumbing, electrical, drywall and painting 
(which does not include the use of compressors, tile saws, or other noise-generating 
equipment) are not subject to these restrictions. Any subsequent amendment to the 
Comprehensive General Plan, applicable Community or Specific Plan, or Zoning Code noise 
standard upon which these construction hours are based shall supersede the hours stated 
herein. 

 PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall provide and post a sign stating these 
restrictions at all construction site entries. 

 TIMING: Signs shall be posted prior to commencement of construction and maintained 
throughout construction. 

 MONITORING: Building inspectors shall spot check and respond to complaints. 
 
11.  WatConv-04 Equipment Storage-Construction. The Owner/Applicant shall designate a 

construction equipment filling and storage area(s) to contain spills, facilitate clean-up and 
proper disposal and prevent contamination from discharging to the storm drains, street, 
drainage ditches, creeks, or wetlands. The areas shall be no larger than 50 x 50 foot unless 
otherwise approved by P&D and shall be located at least 100 feet from any storm drain, 
waterbody or sensitive biological resources. 

 PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved location on all 
Building Permits. 

 TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall install the area prior to commencement of construction. 
MONITORING: Building and Safety staff shall ensure compliance prior to and throughout 
construction. 

 
12. WatConv-05 Equipment Washout-Construction. The Owner/Applicant shall designate a 

washout area(s) for the washing of concrete trucks, paint, equipment, or similar activities to 
prevent wash water from discharging to the storm drains, street, drainage ditches, creeks, or 
wetlands. Note that polluted water and materials shall be contained in this area and removed 
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from the site as needed. The area shall be located at least 50 feet from any storm drain, 
waterbody or sensitive biological resources. 

 PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Owner/Applicant shall designate the P&D approved location on all 
Building Permits. 
TIMING: The Owner/Applicant shall install the area prior to commencement of construction. 
MONITORING: P&D zoning enforcement shall ensure compliance prior to and throughout 
construction. 
 

13. SolidW-03 Solid Waste-Construction Site.  The Owner/Applicant shall provide an adequate 
number of covered receptacles for construction and employee trash to prevent trash & debris 
from blowing offsite, shall ensure waste is picked up weekly or more frequently as needed, and 
shall ensure site is free of trash and debris when construction is complete.   

 PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  The site is to remain trash-free throughout construction. 
 
14. Rules-05 Acceptance of Conditions.  The Owner/Applicant‘s acceptance of this permit and/or 

commencement of use, construction and/or operations under this permit shall be deemed 
acceptance of all conditions of this permit by the Owner/Applicant. 

 
16. Rules-33 Indemnity and Separation.  The Owner/Applicant shall defend, indemnify and hold 

harmless the County or its agents or officers and employees from any claim, action or 
proceeding against the County or its agents, officers or employees, to attack, set aside, void, or 
annul, in whole or in part, the County's approval of this project. 

 
Attachments: 
 
A. Project Plans 
B. CEQA Exemption 
 
 
cc: Supervisor Williams, First District 
 Travis Seawards, P&D Deputy Director 
 Joe Dargel, Supervising Planner, P&D 
 Willow Brown, P&D Planner  
 







DRILLED PIER GENERAL NOTES:
1. THE PROJECT DESIGN ENGINEER IS THE REGISTERED CIVIL ENGINEER WHOSE STAMP

RESIDES ON THESE DRAWINGS.

2. THE PILING CONTRACTOR IS DEFINED AS THE PARTY RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTALLING THE
DRILLED PIERS AS SHOWN IN THE PLANS HEREIN AND AS DESCRIBED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

4. THE OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE TO HIRE A GRDAING CONTRACTOR TO PROVICE A STABLE
AND RELATIVE LEVEL WORKING SURFACE. THE ELEVATION OF WORKING SURFACE SHALL
BE APPROXIMATELY AT ELEV. +520'.

5. AN UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT MUST BE OBTAINED BY THE OWNER/GENERAL
CONTRACTOR 2 DAYS BEFORE STARTING WORK.

6. ALL PERMITS SHALL BE PROCURED AND PAID FOR BY THE OWNER.

7. ALL ENCROACHMENT PERMITS WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND LETTERS OF
PERMISSION FROM PRIVATE OWNERS MUST BE OBTAIED BY THE OWNER.

8. THE PILING CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE A QUALIFIED FULL TIME QUALITY CONTROL
(QC) REPRESENTATIVE. THIS REPRESENTATIVE CAN EITHER BE SUPERINTENDENT, FOREMAN,
OR PROJECT ENGINEER. THIRD PARTY TESTING OR INSPECTION SHALL BE PROVIDED BY
THE ONWER/GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

9. ALL CONSTRUCTION SHALL BE PERFORMED IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH STANDARDS
ESTABLISHED BY THE GOVERNING JURISDICTION.

10. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR OR OWNER SHALL LOCATE, PROTECT, AND
REROUTING/REMOVAL OF ALL EXISTING ULTILITY LINES, STORM DRAINS, SEWERS, AND
EXISTING STRUCTURES.

11. AFTER THE COMPLETION OF PILING WORK, THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR/OWNER IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR PROTECTING THE WORK. CONTROL COORDINATION OF EARTHWORK
ACTIVITIES SHALL BE MANAGED SUCH THAT INSTALLED PIERS ARE NOT DAMAGED.

13.  ALL TESTING FREQUENCY AND CRITERIA FOR DRILLED PIER AS NOTED O THE PLANS.

14. PILE CAP GRADE BEAM FOUNDATIONS SHALL NOT BE POURED UNTIL ALL PIERS ARE
INSPECTED AND A FINAL VERIFICATION REPORT FOR PIER INSTALLATION PREPARED BY
PROJECT DESIGN HAS BEEN SUBMITTED AND REVIEWED BY COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA.
THIS REPORT SHALL INCLUDE ALL VERIFICATION TESTING AND ANALYSIS REQUIRED TO
SUSBSTAINTIATE ASSUMPTIONS, MODELS, AND CRITERIA DETERMINED BY THE PROJECT
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER OF RECORD.

15. ALTERNATE STRUCTURAL SHAPES, MATERIALS, AND DETAILS CANNOT BE USED UNLESS
REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE PROJECT DESIGN ENGINEER.

DRILLED CONCRETE PIER SPECIFIC NOTES
PART 1 - GENERAL
1.1 APPLICABLE CODES

· CBC 2022
· ACI 318-19

1.2 DEFINITIONS
A. The words and terms used in these Specifications conform to

the definitions given in ACI 336.1.
B. The terms “drilled pier” and “cast in drilled

hole (CIDH) piles” are used interchangeably.
C. Geotechnical Engineer of Record: Earth System Pacific
D. Project Design Engineer:   Advanced Geo-Design Inc

1.3 REFERENCES
A. International Association of Foundation Drilling (formerly

Association of Drilled Pier Contractors) (ADSC):
1. ADSC Standards and Specifications for the

Foundation Drilling Industry.
B. American Concrete Institute (ACI):

1. ACI 336.1 Specification for the Construction of Drilled
Piers

2. ACI 305R Guide to Hot Weather Concreting
3. ACI 306R Guide to Cold Weather Concreting
4. ACI 318 Building Code Requirements For Structural

Concrete
C. American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM):

- A615/A615M_16 - Deformed and Plain Carbon_Steel Bar
for   Concrete Reinforcement.

- C33/C33M_16 - Concrete Aggregates.
- C150/C150M_16 - Portland Cement.
- C618_15 - Coal Fly Ash and Raw or Calcined Natural

Pozzolan for Use in Concrete.
- C937_16 - Grout Fluidifier for Preplaced_Aggregate

Concrete.
- C942_15 - Compressive Strength of Grouts for Preplaced

Aggregate Concrete in the Laboratory.
- C989/C989M_14 - Slag Cement for Use in Concrete and

Mortars.
- C1017/C1017M_13e1 - Chemical Admixtures for Use in

Producing Flowing Concrete.
- D5882 - Standard Method for Low Strain Impact Integrity

Testing of Deep Foundations
D. Evaluation of Global Slope Stability by Earth System Pacific dated

December XX, 2023

E. Geotechnical Engineering Report No 05-10-51, dated October 11,
2005, Earth Systems Southern California

F. Response to Structural Engineers Inquiry, Report No. 06-10-108,
dated October 18, 2006, Earth Systems Southern California

G. Response to Memorandum, Report No. 08-1-8, dated January 11,
2008, Earth Systems Southern California

H. Slope Repair Engineering Design Report by Advanced Geo-Design
Inc, dated November 26, 2023.

1.4 PREINSTALLATION MEETINGS
Conduct preinstallation meeting at project site minimum 15 days
before commencing pier installation.

A. Required Participants:
a. Project Owner
b. Geotechnical Engineer of Record
c. Project Design Engineer
d. Piling Contractor
e. Grading Contractor
f. Concrete Pile Cap Contractor

B. Meeting agenda
a. Installation schedule
b. Installation sequence
c. Preparatory work
d. Protection before, during, and after installation
e. Installation
f. Terminations
g. Transitions and connections to other work
h. Inspection and testing
i. Construction weather, fire and flooding hazards
j. Other item affecting successful completion

C. Document and distribute meeting minutes to participants to
record decisions affecting installation.

1.5 SUBMITTALS
A. Manufacturer's Literature and Data:

1. Description of each product
2. Fly Ash or Ground Granulated Blast Furnace Slag: ASTM

C618, Class C or F and ASTM C989/C989M, Grade 100 or
120, respectively.

3. Plasticizing admixture: ASTM C1017/C1017M, Type II
4. Grout Fluidifier: ASTM C937
5. Aggregate sieve analysis: ASTM C33/C33M
6. Aggregate sodium sulfate soundness tests: ASTM C88
7. Portland Cement: ASTM C150/C150M, Type I, Type II, Type

II/V
8. Reinforcing steel: ASTM A615/A615M  Grade 60
9. Description of drilling equipment
10.Description of grout pump and pressure gage calibration

reports
11. Manufacture's certified report of mill tests for reinforcing

steel and anchorage devices, including physical and
chemical analysis

B. Concrete mix design:  Proposed concrete materials and
mixture proportions conforming to the requirements of ACI
318.

C. If spoil, drilling fluid, or both are to be disposed of offsite,
submit letters of approval from all governmental agencies
with jurisdictions over proposed disposal sites.

D. Welding procedures for reinforcement.
E. AWS welder certification for reinforcement.
F. Drilling Equipment:  Submit description of equipment

including but not limited to power rating, torque, downward
thrust, and type and size of drilling tools to be used.

G. Records and Reports:  Submit sample daily reports and pier
installation records or logs.

H. Experience of supervisory personnel and drillers

Experience of supervisory personnel and drillers

1.6 QUALITY ASSURANCE
A. Construction Standards:  Drilled pier foundations shall be

constructed in accordance with applicable requirements of
ACI 336.1 and ADSC's “Standards and Specifications for the
Foundation Drilling Industry.”

B. Design Criteria:
1. Drilled pier foundations shall consist of monolithically

cast-in-place concrete piles of the sizes indicated.
2. Pier foundations shall be straight cylindrical pier type as

indicated.
3. Pier foundations shall extend from the indicated concrete

cutoff elevation to the indicated tip elevation.
C. Tolerances:

1. Maximum variation of the center of any pier foundation
from the required location:  3 inches, measured at the
ground surface.

2. Bottom Diameter:  minus zero, plus 6 inches, measured in
any direction.

3. Maximum variation from plumb:  1 (horizontal):40
(vertical).

4. Maximum bottom level tolerance: plus or minus 2 inches.
D. Inspection of Pier Excavations:

1. The Contractor shall provide equipment for checking the
dimensions and alignment of each pier excavation.
Dimensions and alignment shall be determined jointly by
the Contractor and the Engineer. Final pier depths shall be
measured with an appropriate weighted tape measure or
other approved method after final cleaning.

2. A minimum of 50 percent of the base of each pier shall
have less than 1/2 inch of sediment at the time of
placement of concrete. Maximum depth of sediment or
debris at any place on the base of the pier shall not
exceed 1-1/2 inches. Pier cleanliness will be determined
by the Engineer by visual inspection.

1.7 SEQUENCING AND SCHEDULING
A. Unless otherwise permitted by the Engineer, the Contractor

shall schedule drilling or excavating, installation of reinforcing
steel and concrete placement so that each excavated pier
is poured the same day as the drilling.

B. Do not permit vibration or excessive wheel loads within the
immediate vicinity of any pier excavation until placement of
concrete is complete.  Maintain excavation stability at all
times.

PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.1 MATERIALS
A. Concrete Reinforcement:  Concrete Reinforcing, of grades

and sizes indicated.
B. Concrete: Shall meet the flowing requirements

1. From an approved mix design as described in Section 1.5B
above.

2. Slump for concrete: Slump shall be
- 5 inches plus or minus 1 inch for dry piers without

temporary casing
- 7 inches plus or minus 1 inch for dry piers with temporary

casing.
- 8 inches plus or minus 1 inch for slurry displacement

method.
C. Steel Casing (If Used):

1. Where earth wall of drilled pier is unstable or has a
tendency to slough, crumble, or fall away, provide
temporary steel casing to stabilize the pier wall.

2. Inside diameter of the casing shall be the full diameter of
the drilled pier foundation as indicated, plus or minus 1/2
inch.

3. Steel casing shall have adequate strength to withstand
the pressure of concrete placement without distortion.

4. Inside surfaces of steel casing shall be smooth and coated
to facilitate easy lifting and removal during the placement
of concrete.

D. Controlled slurry (If Used):
1. Where earth wall of drilled pier below groundwater table

is unstable or has a tendency to slough, crumble, or fall
away, piers can be installed using the displacement slurry
method

2. Slurry shall consist of a stable colloidal suspension of
various pulverized clays or polymers thoroughly mixed with
water having the properties given below or as accepted
by the Project Engineer

3. Water used to mix slurry shall be obtained from sources
acceptable by the Project Design Engineer.

2.2 EXCAVATING AND DRILLING EQUIPMENT

A. Excavating and drilling equipment shall have adequate
capacity, including power, torque, and down thrust to
excavate a hole of the maximum diameter and to a depth
of 20 percent beyond the depth indicated. Excavation and

to

drilled

(formerly

the

Drilled

Structural

dated

11,

06-10-108,

11,

Geo-Design

days

PART 3 - EXECUTION
3.1 DRY METHOD

A. General:
1. Excavate for pier foundations by drilling or by other

methods to advance the excavation to the required
bottom elevation as indicated on the Contract Drawings
or as directed by the Engineer.  Avoid over excavation.
Excavation shall be performed through whatever
materials are encountered to the dimensions, depths, and
tolerances indicated. Bottoms of excavations shall be
level and flat.

2. Protect excavated walls with temporary steel casing as
necessary to prevent cave-ins, displacement of the
surrounding earth, water incursion, injury to personnel, and
damage from construction operations. Maintain indicated
neat lines of excavation for cased areas.

3. Make bottom surfaces level within the tolerances
specified herein. Remove loose material, debris, and
muck with cleaning buckets.

4. Keep all excavated materials an acceptable distance
away from each open pier excavation.

B. Ground Water Control:
1. Notify the Engineer immediately when ground water is

encountered.
2. Suitable steel casings shall be furnished and placed when

necessary to control water.  Drilling mud or chemical
stabilizers shall not be used unless permitted by the
Engineer.

C. Inspection: After completion of excavation and prior to
placement of reinforcing steel, the condition of the
excavation will be inspected by the Engineer. Use clean- out
buckets or air-lifts to remove any slough or other loose
material from the pier prior to placing reinforcing steel and
concrete. An accumulation of soil or rock in the bottom of
the excavation will not be permitted.

3.2 INSTALLATION OF CONCRETE REINFORCEMENT
A. Where it is not practicable to deliver the cage assembly to

the jobsite as a complete unit ready for installation, make the
remaining connections or splices, as indicated on the
approved Shop Drawings, at-grade prior to lowering the
assembly into the hole.

B. Lower reinforcing steel into the hole in such a manner as to
prevent damage to the walls and cause sloughing. Place
and tie or clip symmetrically about the axis of the pier.  Use
centering devices, securely attached to the cage, to clear
the pier walls and to maintain the cage in place throughout
the concrete placement.

C. Set reinforcing steel at required location and elevation prior
to concrete placement. Hold and support steel such that it
does not move during concrete placement.

D. Check the elevation of top reinforcing steel before and after
concrete placement. Make adjustments if steel cage
position is not maintained.

E. Check depth of hole using a weighted tape before and
after placement of the reinforcing steel. If more than 1 inch
to the bottom of the hole is lost, remove cage and remove
slough at bottom of hole.

3.3 CONCRETE PLACEMENT
A. Place concrete in dry excavations whenever practicable.

Use all practicable means to obtain a dry excavation before
and during concrete placement.

B. Concrete shall be placed as soon as possible after
reinforcing steel installation. Concrete placement shall be
continuous from the bottom to the top elevation of the pier.
Concrete placement shall continue until good quality is
evident at the top of the pier. Concrete shall be placed with
a tremie pipe connected to a concrete boom truck.

C. Infiltration of groundwater at or near the bottom of the hole
exceeding ¼ inch rise per minute will be considered a wet
placement.

D. Wet Concrete Placement
1. Fill hole with water or slurry to the natural water level to

equalize the hydraulic head inside and outside the pier
excavation before starting concrete placement. Use only
concrete mix designed for tremie placement.

2. Tremie shall be constructed such that it is watertight and
will readily discharge concrete. The tremie shall be of
sufficient length to permit the discharge end to be
immersed in concrete at all times.

3. A plug or similar device shall be used to separate the
concrete from the fluid in the hole until pumping begins.
Once concrete placement begins, the tip of the tremie
pipe shall be maintained to prevent reentry of the slurry
into the pipe.

4. Flow of concrete shall be continuous and concrete in
tremie shall have sufficient capacity to maintain a positive
pressure differential at all times to prevent water or slurry
intrusion into the pier concrete.

3.4 WITHDRAWAL OF TEMPORARY STEEL CASING
A. Where temporary steel casings are used to support the

excavation walls, withdraw the casing as the concrete is
being placed, unless otherwise indicated or unless the
Engineer requires that the casing be permanently grouted in
place. Remove the steel casing in such a manner so that the
lower edge of the steel liner will always remain a minimum of
5 feet below the surface of the concrete as placed to
prevent water from entering the casing from the bottom.
Vibrate concrete during withdrawal of the steel casing.

SLURRY DISPLACEMENT METHOD (IF ELECTED)

Vibrate concrete during withdrawal of the steel casing.
3.5 SLURRY DISPLACEMENT METHOD (IF ELECTED)

A. General: This Section covers the special requirements for the
slurry displacement method of installation. Materials and
execution related to steel casing, reinforcing steel, and
concrete shall be in accordance with Section 3.4, 3.2, and
3.3, respectively, except as noted. The installation and slurry
materials shall be in accordance with this Section.

B. Installation Procedure:
1. Use slurry, unless the water, in combination with colloidal

fines from soil being excavated, stabilizes the hole and is
acceptable to the Project Design Engineer.

2. Obtain slurry from sources acceptable to the Project
Design Engineer. Mix, store, and transport slurry using
equipment made for these purposes.

3. Submit plans and tests results for any physical or chemical
treatment of water or slurry necessary to meet the
requirements as stated in Section 2.1D above that are
acceptable to the Project Design Engineer.

4. Set temporary surface casing to contain the slurry, unless
otherwise specified by the Project Design Engineer. Use
slurry to stabilize the excavation. Maintain the slurry level in
the excavation not less than 5 feet above the
groundwater level. Maintain the slurry level above any
unstable zones a sufficient distance to prevent caving or
sloughing of those zones.

5.  The properties of the slurry in the drilled hole shall meet
the specified properties as described in Section 2.1D
above.

6. Complete concreting the drilled pier the same day that
the excavation is completed.

C. Concrete and Reinforcing Steel: Generally follow procedures
described in Section 3.2 and 3.3 above except as noted
below:
1.  Do not start concrete placement until a concrete supply

adequate to fill the pier is assured. Place concrete within
the time limit during which the excavation remains clean
and stable and the concrete maintains the required
slump.

2. During concrete placement, the displaced slurry shall be
pumped to holding tank. Do not spill onto or contaminate
the site. Do not use excavated slurry pits, unless accepted
by the Owner's Representative.

3. Dispose of the slurry off site in a legal acceptable manner.
Submit approval of governing agencies with jurisdiction.

4. Displace out of the pier or remove from the pier the drilling
slurry and initial contaminated concrete  until clean
concrete is reached to the surface. Add or remove
concrete to the specified cutoff level.

3.6 FIELD QUALITY CONTROL
A. Inspections and Tests: The Contractor shall perform

inspections and tests of concrete as specified below:
- One set of four concrete cylinders shall be casted per

drilled pier
- The Contractor shall cure all casted cylinders in the field for

minimum 24 hours before submit to the  owner-hired
material testing laboratory.

- The owner-hired material testing laboratory shall continue
to cure the concrete samples and perform unconfied
compression tests on cylinders at 7, 14, and 28 days

B. At minimum, Pile Integrity Test shall be performed to verify the
uniformity of Two piers, selected by the Project Design
Engineer . The Pile Integrity Test shall conform to ASTM D5882.
If any of the tested piers fails to meet the testing
requirements, the Contractor has to remedy the defects and
to submit a plan to the Engineer for approval before
proceeding, at no additional cost to the Owner.

C. Records and Reports:  Keep a record, on an approved form,
for each drilled pier foundation installed.  Record on the form
the location, dimensions, elevations of top and bottom,
depth of stratum penetration, condition of bottom of
excavation, concrete placement data, a continuous record
of actual concrete volume placed versus theoretical
volume, and any other data called for on the approved
report form or pertinent to the foundation.

3.7 ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA FOR PIERS
A. Both Pile Integrity Tests performed in accordance to ASTM

D5882 indicate that the tested piers are either:
1. “Sound pile integrity indicated”
2. Or “No major defect indicated”

B. All tested concrete cylinders either meet or exceed the
specified compressive strength of 5,000 psi at 28 days or early
ages

C. All recorded concrete volume meet or exceed 110% of the
theoretical neat volume

D. All piers are installed under observation of a qualified soil
technician; and his/her daily reports indicate that the piers
are thoroughly reviewed by both the Geotechnical Engineer
of Record and the Project Design Engineer.
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ATTACHMENT B 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
 
TO:  Santa Barbara County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  Willow Brown, Planner, Planning & Development 
 
The project or activity identified below is determined to be exempt from further environmental 
review requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as defined in 
the State and County Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA. 
 
APN:  023-300-0006 Case No.:  24EMP-00006 
 
Location:  1051 Palomino Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
 
Project Title:  Narholz – Emergency Slope Repair 
 
Project Applicant:  Gregor Narholz 
 
Project Description:  The proposed project is for the repair and stabilization of a slope damaged in 
the winter rains. The slope stabilization will be done through reinforced concrete cap beam and 
drilled pier system. Grading for the project will include 922 cubic yards of cut and 922 cubic yards of 
fill. The parcel will continue to be served by private water sources, Mission Canyon CSA, and the 
Santa Barbara County Fire Department. Access will continue to be provided off of Palomino Road. 
The property is a 1.00-acre parcel zoned 1-E-1 and shown as Assessor’s Parcel Number 023-300-006, 
located at 1051 Palomino Road in the Mission Canyon Community Plan area, First Supervisorial 
District. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  County of Santa Barbara 
 
Name of Person or Entity Carrying Out Project:  Walter Winitzky 
 
Exempt Status:   

 Ministerial 

 Statutory Exemption 

 Categorical Exemption 

X Emergency Project 

 Declared Emergency 

 
Cite specific CEQA and/or CEQA Guidelines Section:  Section 15269(c), Emergency Projects 
 
Reasons to support exemption findings:  CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(c) exempts “specific 
actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency.” Emergency action is warranted in this 
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case because winter rains caused significant erosion, resulting in slope failures that damaged the 
patio adjacent to the single-family dwelling. The slopes are at risk of further failure, jeopardizing 
the foundation of the single-family dwelling. Therefore, this statutory exemption applies to the 
proposed project. 

 
Lead Agency Contact Person:  Willow Brown, Planner 
 
Phone #:  (805) 568-2040 Department/Division Representative:  ___________________ 
 
Date:  April 1, 2024 
 
Acceptance Date:  ______________________ 
 
Distribution:  Hearing Support Staff 
 
Date Filed by County Clerk:  ______________________ 
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