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December 12, 200t

VIA FACSIMILE (805) 568-2076

Santa Barbara CoLnty Board of Supervisors
105 E. Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara CA 33101

Honorable Membe s of the Board:

On Decamber 8, 21106, the Department of Conservation received an s-mail from
David Lackie of your staff, which included a December 5, 20086, revision of the
County's Uniform Flules for Agricultural Preserves and Farmland Security Zones.
Ws have reviewed the changes made in the document since our Octobér 25, 20086,
review, and have tie following comments.

Rule 1-4.1.C.1 (Principal Dwelling) - The Dacember 5 version of the Rules clarifies that

{His &Betion applies only to immediate family members, and requires thatthe land be

managed primarily for agricultural uses for the duration of the contract, This section
appears to be in conformance with statute. We recommend that if the parcels involved
are to be transferrad to family members, the joint management agresment provisions of
Goverriment Code: Section 51230.1 be included in the Rules. Also, itny residential
housing on contracted land would be compatible with the Act only if it is related to the
agricultural use of the property. Such a relationship should be demeonstrated to the
Courity before residential construction Is allowed.

Rule 2:2,1.A (Preparation Facilities) - Agricultural processing facilities, such as cooling
sheds, nut hulling ‘acilities, etc., have been found to be compatible uses in most cases
statewide. The Department has encouraged counties to develop sta ndards to ensure
that the size of such facilities does not become industrial in nature, tut remains
associated with th: parcel and surrounding agricultural uses. This section appears to
conform with recornmendations to limit such uses.

Rule 2~4 (Small-scale Guest Ranch)- This secf:on now clarifies that quest ranch uses
are restricted to eyisting buildings, and that construction of new builcings for overnight
guests.are not allcwed under this section. The section now appears to conform to
statutory requirements.

It is our understanding that other issues addressed in our Ociober 23, 2006 letter are
not a part of the current revisions 10 the Uniform Rules, including Rasidential
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The Deparment of Conservation's mission is to proect Californians and thelr anvironment by:
Protecting lives and property from earthquakes and landslides; Ensuring safe mining «ind oil and gas drilling;
Conserving Callfornia’s farmland; and Saving anergy and resources throwyh recycling.
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Agricultural Units and Animal Boarding/Breeding. We understand frcm your staff that
the County will be -evisiting these sections In the future. We recommend that the

County revise thesa sections; as they do not appear to be currently compatible with
statutory requiremaunts.

If you have any ad:litlonal questions on our review, please fes| frée to contact me at
(916) 322-5954.

Sincerely,

Dennis J. O'Bryan
Program Manager
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