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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING FEES FOR 
THE TOBACCO RETAILER LICENSING 
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 37A 
OF THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE 
AND THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND 
SAFETY CODE §101325. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO._______________ 

 
 WHEREAS, in November of 2001, Chapter 37A of the Santa Barbara County Code was enacted 
to establish a Tobacco Retailer Licensing program, which includes a Tobacco Retailer License Fee (Sec. 
37A-7(a)) for the unincorporated area of the County.  Chapter 37A requires a retailer to obtain a tobacco 
retailer license before selling tobacco products.  The purpose behind the tobacco retailer license is to 
reduce the sale of tobacco products to minors, by imposing sanctions on tobacco retailers who violate 
the laws prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to minors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2012, the Public Health Department conducted an updated Fee Study, attached 
as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference, which quantified, analyzed, and reviewed the annual costs 
for all functions necessary to administer and enforce the Tobacco Retailer Licensing program in the 
unincorporated areas of the county and established grounds for amending (reducing) the annual tobacco 
retailer license fee from $435 to $409. The Fee Study has been certified by the County Auditor 
Controller; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2012 Fee Study also quantified, analyzed, and reviewed the annual costs for 
having the County Public Health Department administer and enforce the Tobacco Retailer Licensing 
program in cities that elect to contract for these County services and set that fee at $379; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the California Health and Safety Code §101325 provides that the Board of 
Supervisors may adopt a resolution prescribing fees to pay the reasonable expenses of the health officer 
incurred in the enforcement of any statute or regulation relating to public health; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has amended Chapter 37A, Sec. 37A-7(a) to allow for the 
Tobacco Retailer License fee to be adopted by resolution and the effective date of that amendment is 
January 11, 2013; and  
 

WHEREAS, beginning January 11, 2013 the tobacco retailer license fee for the unincorporated 
area of the County shall be set by this resolution.  Further, if an incorporated city elects to utilize the 
County to administer and enforce a Tobacco Retailer Licensing program in its incorporated city, then that 
city shall abide by the fee set forth by this resolution for the County’s services.  Each incorporated city 
would be responsible for issuing the tobacco retailer license and collecting that license fee in their 
jurisdiction; and 

 
WHEREAS, the tobacco retailer license fees established by the Fee Study (Exhibit B) cover the 

actual costs of administering and enforcing the licensing program.  The fees provide for full cost 
recovery, but do not exceed the actual regulatory costs of administering and enforcing the Tobacco 
Retailer License program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Santa Barbara has, in connection with the above fees, held a public 
hearing as part of a regularly scheduled meeting and published notice of the meeting, including a general 
description of the matter to be considered, in accordance with Government Code §6062a; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the fees may be revised as needed by the Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED, as follows: 
 

1. The tobacco retailer license fee imposed by Chapter 37A Sec. 37A-7(a) of the Santa Barbara 
County Code for the unincorporated area of the county is set forth in the attached Fee Schedule,  
Exhibit A. 

2. The tobacco retailer license fee for incorporated cities who elect to have their Tobacco Retailer 
Licensing program administered and enforced by the County is set forth in the attached Fee 
Schedule,  Exhibit A.   

3. That this resolution shall become effective January 11, 2013. 
 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ______  day of _________, 2012, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES: 
 
 NOES: 
 
 ABSTAIN: 
 
 ABSENT: 
 COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  DOREEN FARR 
  Chair, Board of Supervisors 
ATTEST:  
CHANDRA L. WALLAR 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
 
 
By: ______________________________ 
 Deputy 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO ACCOUNTING FORM: 
DENNIS A. MARSHALL ROBERT W GEIS, CPA 
COUNTY COUNSEL AUDITOR-CONTROLLER 
 
 
 
By: ______________________________ By: ________________________ 
 Deputy County Counsel  Deputy 
 
 
APPROVED APPROVED 
HARRY E. HAGEN, CPA BILL BROWN 
TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR SHERIFF 
 
 
By: ______________________________ By: _________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

TOBACCO RETAILER LICENSE FEE SCHEDULE 
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 37A OF THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE 

FOR THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF THE COUNTY 
AND PURSUANT TO CONTRACT IN INCORPORATED AREAS OF THE COUNTY 

 
 

 
Unincorporated Areas of Santa Barbara County 
 

Initial fee or renewal fee for a tobacco retailer license in year 2013 and  
    subsequent years ................................................................................................................ $409 
 
The initial or renewal fee shall be paid to the Santa Barbara County Tax-
Treasurer as the licensing agent when a Tobacco Retailer License 
application is submitted.  The fee shall be allocated between the licensing 
agent and the Public Health Department: $30 will be apportioned to the 
licensing agent for processing the licenses and the balance will be 
apportioned to the Public Health Department for administration and 
enforcement of the Tobacco Retailer Licensure program under Chapter 37 
of the Santa Barbara County Code. 

 
Incorporated Areas of Santa Barbara County 
 

Initial fee or renewal fee for the administration and enforcement of a Tobacco 
Retailer Licensing program  .................................................................................................... $379 
 
The initial or renewal fee shall be paid to the Public Health Department by 
an incorporated city that contracts to have the County provide the 
administration and enforcement of tobacco retailer licensing laws within the 
city’s jurisdiction.  
 
An  incorporated city shall be responsible for issuing tobacco retailer 
licenses to businesses in their jurisdiction per the city’s ordinance relating to 
tobacco retailer licensing. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

FEE STUDY 2012 
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