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Agenda Number:  

 

Department Name: Planning & Development 
Department No.: 053 
For Agenda Of: March 4, 2008 
Placement:  Administrative 
Estimated Tme:   
Continued Item: No 
If Yes, date from:  
Vote Required: Majority 

 

 

TO: Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Department Director: John Baker (805.568.2085) 
 Contact Information: Dianne Black, Development Services Director (805.568.2086) 

SUBJECT:  Coastal Commission’s certification of amendments to the Local Coastal Program 
regarding revisions to the Board of Architectural Review process. 

 
County Counsel Concurrence Auditor-Controller Concurrence 
As to form:  Yes As to form:  N/A 

Other Concurrence:  N/A  
 

Recommended Actions: 

That the Board of Supervisors: 

A. Receive notice of the California Coastal Commission’s certification of the County’s amendments 
to the County’s Local Coastal Program (Coastal Commission Case No. MAJ-1-05-A (Board of 
Architectural Review)) with suggested modifications (Attachment A); 

B. Adopt a Resolution acknowledging receipt of the California Coastal Commission’s certification 
with modifications and adopting the Local Coastal Program Amendments with the suggested 
modifications (Attachment B); 

C. Authorize the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to sign a letter transmitting the Resolution to the 
California Coastal Commission (Attachment C); and 

D. Authorize the Planning and Development Department to transmit the adopted Resolution and 
Board letter to the California Coastal Commission. 

Summary Text: 

Following adoption by the Board of Supervisors, the subject amendment to the Article II Coastal Zoning 
Ordinance regarding revisions to the Board of Architectural Review process (Case No. 05ORD-00000-
00014) was submitted to the Coastal Commission on December 21, 2005 as a proposed amendment to the 
County’s certified Local Coastal Program. 

The purpose of this amendment is to implement the action of your Board on September 27, 2005, to: 

• Replace the existing County Board of Architectural Review with three regional boards known as 
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the Central Board of Architectural Review, the North Board of Architectural Review, and the 
South Board of Architectural Review; and 

• Create special provisions for certain projects subject to the jurisdiction of the North Board of 
Architectural Review, as follows: 

(a) Single-family dwellings, and commercial/industrial projects not open to the public, that are 
not visible from public roads and other public areas, are exempt from review by the North 
County Board of Architectural Review, and 

(b) Action by the North County Board of Architectural Review on a non-exempt single-family 
dwelling is advisory only and is to be completed within either three meetings or three months 
of application submittal, whichever occurs first. 

The Coastal Commission considered this amendment at their January 9, 2008 hearing and approved the 
amendment with modifications which are summarized below. The actual text of the modifications is 
shown in Attachment A (Coastal Commission letter dated February 14, 2008). In this attachment, 
language added by the Coastal Commission is shown as underlined, and language deleted by the 
Commission is struck-through. 

The Planning and Development Department reviewed the modifications approved by the Coastal 
Commission and recommends that your Board approve the attached Resolution (Attachment B) thus 
agreeing to and accepting the certified modifications. The County must take action on the 
Commission’s certification within six months from the date of the Commission’s action on January 9, 
2008 or the certification will expire. 

After receipt of the Resolution acknowledging and accepting the Coastal Commission’s modifications, 
the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission will make a determination regarding the County’s 
compliance with the Coastal Act requirements and present this determination to the Coastal 
Commission at its next regularly scheduled public meeting. If a majority of the Commissioners accept 
the Executive Director’s determination, then the amendments as modified will be fully certified and be 
in effect immediately. If, for some reason, a majority of the Commission members object to the 
Executive Director’s determination, the Commission shall review the local government’s action as if it 
were resubmitted. 

Once the amendments receive final certification from the Coastal Commission, the amendments as 
modified will be incorporated into the Article II Coastal Zoning Ordinance. 

If your Board chooses not to accept the modifications, then your Board has the following options: 

• Your Board may choose to adopt amendments to the language as modified by the Coastal 
Commission, and re-submit these amendments for certification. 

• Your Board may also reject the modifications outright without adopting any amendments to the 
language as modified by the Coastal Commission, and request that the Coastal Commission not 
certify the proposed amendment to the Local Coastal Program. 

If your Board wishes to take either of these latter options, then you should not adopt the attached 
resolution. The Planning and Development Department will then return with appropriate materials on a 
subsequent agenda. 
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Analysis/Summary of Modifications. The modifications approved by the Coastal Commission 
primarily make minor corrections and clarify the language submitted by the County in order to ensure 
that the County’s zoning regulations are consistent with and implement the Coastal Act. 

1. Section 35-184.2 (Board of Architectural Review, Applicability). 

a. The modified language deletes the reference in the submitted language to the regional 
Boards of Architectural Review as established under Chapter 2, Article V of the County 
Code and instead includes language that names each of these regional design review boards 
and specifies that the jurisdiction is to be determined in compliance with a figure (map) to 
be included in Section 35-184 that reflects the jurisdictional boundaries as approved by the 
Board of Supervisors. The reason for this modification is that the Coastal Commission 
seeks to avoid references to other documents that are not part of the County’s certified 
Local Coastal Program. Therefore, the inclusion of this language provides the basis for the 
regional boards which is necessary since the Board of Architectural Review procedures 
provide specific exemptions for projects within the jurisdictional area of the North Board of 
Architectural Review. 

b. The modified language of this section also deletes references to Article I of Chapter 35 
(Zoning) of the County Code. Subsequent to the submission of this amendment to the 
Coastal Commission for certification, Article I was repealed and replace with the new Land 
Use and Development Code. 

2. Section 35-184.3 (Board of Architectural Review, Exceptions). The modified language 
includes new language that specifies that projects in the North Board of Architectural Review 
jurisdictional area that are exempt from design review are still subject to other discretionary 
review if applicable. The purpose of this is to clarify that the exemption strictly pertains to review 
by the North Board of Architectural Review only. 

The Coastal Commission also made several revisions that are required to be consistent with the 
recently certified amendments to Article II regarding the appeals and noticing procedures and the 
process for review and approval of Coastal Development Permits concurrent with Conditional Use 
Permits and Development Plans that your Board accepted on January 15, 2008. 

Lastly the Coastal Commission made several minor revisions intended to clarify the proposed language 
and/or to correct section references. 

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  
Budgeted: Yes 
 
Fiscal Analysis: Funding for this ordinance amendment work effort is budgeted in the Planning 
Support program of the Administration Division on page D-280 of the adopted Planning and 
Development Department's budget for fiscal year 2007-08. There are no facilities impacts. 
 
Staffing Impacts: 
 

Legal Positions FTEs: 
0 0 
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Special Instructions: 
 
1. Clerk of the Board will transmit to Planning and Development (attention Noel Langle) a signed 

resolution (Attachment B) and signed Board letter (Attachment C). 
 
2. Planning and Development will transmit the Resolution and signed Board letter to the Coastal 

Commission and other copied parties. 
 
Attachments: 
 
A. Coastal Commission Certification Action Letter, Santa Barbara Local Coastal Program 

Amendment 1-05-C (Board of Architectural Review) 
 
B. Board of Supervisors Resolution to accept the Coastal Commission’s certification of the Local 

Coastal Program amendments with modifications 
 
C. Letter from the Board of Supervisors transmitting the Resolution to the Coastal Commission 
 
 
Authored by: 
 
Noel Langle (805.568.2067) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

Coastal Commission Certification Action Letter 
Santa Barbara Local Coastal Program Amendment 1-05-A (Board of Architectural Review) 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Board of Supervisors Resolution 
Santa Barbara Local Coastal Program Amendment 1-05-A (Board of Architectural Review) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING AN AMENDMENT ) 
TO THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY LOCAL  ) RESOLUTION NO. 08-____ 
COASTAL PROGRAM TO AMEND THE COASTAL ) 
ZONING ORDINANCE, ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 35 ) County Case Nos.: 
OF THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE, TO ) 05ORD-00000-00014 
ADOPT ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS AS  )  
MODIFIED BY THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL  ) 
COMMISSION      ) 
________________________________________________) 
 
 
WITH REFERENCE TO THE FOLLOWING: 
 
A. Whereas on November 22, 2005, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara 

approved an amendment to the County’s Local Coastal Program by amending the Coastal Zoning 
Ordinance, Article II of Chapter 35 of the County Code, to implement new Board of 
Architectural Review procedures(Ordinance No. 4585, Case No. 05ORD-00000-00014); and 

 
B. Whereas on December 13, 2005, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, by 

Resolution Nos.05-361, submitted this amendment for consideration and certification to the 
California Coastal Commission; and 

 
D. Whereas on January 9, 2008, the California Coastal Commission approved a resolution of 

certification with suggested modifications for these amendments to County’s Local Coastal 
Program (Coastal Commission Case No. STB-MAJ-1-05); and 

 
E. Whereas the Board of Supervisors finds the suggested modifications to be acceptable; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. The above recitations are true and correct. 
 
2. The Board of Supervisors acknowledges receipt of the Coastal Commission’s resolutions of 

certification with suggested modifications and accepts and agrees to those modifications through 
amendment of the Coastal Land Use Plan and Implementation Program (Coastal Zoning 
Ordinance) as required in Section 13544(a) of the Commission’s Administrative Regulations, and 
agrees to issue Coastal Development Permits for the total area included in the certified Local 
Coastal Program consistent with the modifications of Ordinance No. 4585 as certified by the 
Coastal Commission. 

 
3. The Board of Supervisors will submit this acknowledgment to the California Coastal 

Commission to demonstrate satisfaction of the specific requirement of the Commission’s 
certification order, pursuant to Section 13544(b) of the Commission’s Administrative 
Regulations. 
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4. The Chair of the Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized and directed to sign and certify all 
documents and other materials in accordance with this resolution to reflect the above mentioned 
action by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara, 
State of California, this 4th day of March, 2008, by the following vote: 
 

 AYES: 

 NOES: 

 ABSTAINED: 

 ABSENT: 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
SALUD CARBAJAL 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Barbara 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
MICHAEL F. BROWN 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
 
By __________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
DANIEL WALLACE 
County Counsel 
 
 
By _________________________________ 
 Deputy County Counsel 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

Board of Supervisors Letter to the Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission 
Santa Barbara Local Coastal Program Amendment 1-05-A (Board of Architectural Review) 
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March 4, 2008 
 
 
Peter Douglas, Executive Director 
California Coastal Commission 
South Central Coast Area 
89 South California Street, Suite 200 
Ventura, California 93001 
 
 
Dear Mr. Douglas: 
 
On behalf of Santa Barbara County, the Board of Supervisors has executed the attached resolution to 
accept your Commission’s certification of the County’s amendments to its certified Local Coastal 
Program, Amendment STB-MAJ-1-05-A (Board of Architectural Review). 
 
Thank you for your cooperation on this project. Please contact Noel Langle (805.568.2067) in the 
Planning and Development Department if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
________________________ 
Salud Carbajal, Chair 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


