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Presentation Overview

» Community Wildfire Protection Plan Overview
» Background
» SMP-EGV CWPP Overview

» Fire Department Recommendation



What is a Community
Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP)?

A plan for at-risk communities that-
» Is developed collaboratively

» ldentifies and prioritizes areas for
hazardous fuel reduction treatments
and recommends Best
Management Practice

» Recommends measures to reduce
structural ignitability




A Community Wildfire
Protection Plan is not...

v CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
» A Decision Document QUALITY ACT

» A Vegetation Management Plan

» An Environmental Analysis
Document IMPACTS

» A Project

decision-making IMPACTS
PROCESS

CWPP’s are educational documents
that make recommendations but do
not commit agencies or the public to
a course of action.




Plan Requirements

» Minimum Requirements

» Regional collaboration

» Develop prioritized hazardous fuel treatment units

» Develop strategies to reduce structural ignitability
» Plan Approval

» Local Government (Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors)

» Local & State Fire Agencies (Santa Barbara County and CAL FIRE)
» Benefits of an Approved Plan

» |dentify and clarify priorities for the protection of life, property, and
critical resources

» Access to federal and state grant funds to accomplish wildfire
hazard mitigation work



Background 4

» Eastern Goleta Valley Community Plan (EGVCP) October 2016

» Mountain area residents formed an initial steering committee

» Santa Barbara County Fire and US Forest Service Involvement

» Geo Elements LLC selected as consultant

» Public Workshop held on January 26, 2017

» The SMP-EGV CWPP Development Team formed January 30, 2017

» Grant funding secured by the Santa Barbara County Fire Safe
Councill

» The Initial Draft Plan was released in July, 2017
» The Final Draft (Version 10) released on December 1, 2018
» Final Public Workshop held on February 7, 2019



Purpose of the Plan

To enhance community wildfire e T
preparedness and protection by R S e T
identifying fire hazard risk B g

reduction strategies that are in e e o
balance with sustainable e

ecological management and
fiscal resources




Goals and Objectives

» Reduce the wildfire threats within the wildland urban

interface/intermix (WUI) to promote life safety
» Enhance protection of values at risk from wildfire

» Balance wildfire protection strategies with natural and cultural

resource sustainability

» ldentify funding opportunities including grants for wildfire risk

reduction



Major Components of the Plan

» Wildfire Hazard Assessment
» Wildfire Risk Assessment- Community Based
» Building construction- roofs, siding, windows, eaves
» Proximity of structures to wildland fuel
» Road access
» Availability of water
» Wildfire ignition history

» Identification of values at risk including life, property, critical
Infrastructure, natural and cultural resources, and recreational
amenities threatened by wildfire



Major Components of the Plan

» Identification of structure hardening measures
» Identification of potential hazardous fuel reduction treatments

» Best Management Practices to minimize and mitigate potential
adverse environmental impacts that could result from fuel reduction
activities

» Recommendations
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SMP-EGV CWPP Plan Area

29 Square Miles
19,588 Acres

Population 7,322
12 communities
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SMP-EGV CWPP Plan
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SMP-EGV CWPP Wildland Urban Interface
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Wildfire Analyses

» Hazard Assessment

» Fuel, Weather, Topography

» Fire Behavior Modeling

» Very High, High, Moderate, Low
» Risk Assessment

» /5 years of fire history data

Burn frequency - Ignition density

» /7 percent of all wildfires started
within 50 feet of a road

Fire Behavior Triangle



Wildfire Analyses

» Firefighter Safe Operational Space
Analysis

» Safety Zone concept
» Structural Vulnerability and Defensibility
» Comprehensive structural assessment

» Assessed building construction and
defensible space

» /7 percent of structures in the Plan
Area have low defensibility potential

» Modeled Ember Exposure Zones
» Fire Run Damage Potential
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Wildfire Potential Flame Lengths Based on
90t Percentile Weather Data




Wildfire Potential Flame Lengths Based on
eather Recorded During the 2008 Tea Fire
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Wildfire History 1990 - 2018
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Comprehensive Structural Assessment

PERCENTAGE OF HOMES WITH FIRE RESISTIVE

SIDING BY COMMUNITY
(NUMBER OF HOMES INSPECTED)
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Modeled 10-Hour Fire Spread Under Tea Fire
Wind Conditions
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Action Plan

» Community Preparedness and
Education

» Ready-Set-Go
» Aware and Prepare

» Community Emergency

Response Teams Aware & Pre cparc

A Community Partnership to Strengthen
Emergency & Disaster Readiness

» Santa Barbara County Fire
Safe Council

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TEAM

COUNCIL



Action Plan

» Community Preparedness and
Education

» Protecting Values
» Life Safety

» Enhancing Structural
Survivability G ==

» Natural and Cultural =
Resources
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Action Plan

» Community Preparedness and
Education

» Protecting Values
» Fuels Modification
» Individual Defensible Space

» Community Defensible
Space

» Evacuation Routes and
Roadside Treatments

» Staging and Temporary
Refuge Areas




Action Plan

» Community Preparedness and
Education

» Protecting Values
» Fuels Modification

» Fuel Treatment Prescriptive
Guidelines

» Best Management Practices

» Protection of
Environmentally Sensitive
Resources
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Action Plan

» Community Preparedness and
Education

» Protecting Values
» Fuels Modification

» Fuel Treatment Prescriptive
Guidelines

» Community Evacuation
» During a wildfire
» Evacuation Preparedness
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Structure
Hardening
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Potential Fuel Treatments

» 38 Potential fuel treatments identified
» 19 Community Defensible Space

» 19 Roadside/Evacuation Route
» Total Area= 250 acres (1.2% of Plan Area)

» Private Existing fuel treatments- 522 acres
» SBC Fire Existing fuel treatments- 183 acres

» US Forest Service Existing strategic fuel breaks-
802 acres
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Potential Fuel Treatments
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Potential Fuel Treaiments




How Can This Plan Help the Community< 3]

» Better identify fire risk

» Expand wildfire risk reduction options:
» Vegetation/Fuels
» Structures

» Access to grants

» Stakeholder coordination

» Integration of fuel treatments with
cooperators

» Best Management Practices developed
by and for the communities in the Plan
Area




Plan Recommendations

» Emphasize Individual Defensible Space
» Support efforts to harden structures in the Plan Area

» Support continued evacuation planning including vulnerable
and special needs populations

» Establish a fuel treatment monitoring program

» Consider the implementation of parking restrictions during
Red Flag Warning fire weather events

» Conduct a comprehensive water system assessment

» Maintain the CWPP Development Team as an Advisory
Committee to meet annually
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Fire Depariment
Recommendations

» The Board of Supervisors Adopt the San Marcos Pass —
Eastern Goleta Valley Mountainous Communities CWPP

» Determine that adopting the San Marcos Pass — Eastern
Goleta Valley Mountainous Communities CWPP is not the
approval of a project that is subject to environmental review
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
approve the proposed Notice of Exemption.
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San Marcos Pass- Eastern Goleta

Valley Mountainous Communities
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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