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CALIFORNIA MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AUTHORITY 
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 

PSYCHIATRIC INPATIENT CONURRENT REVIEW PROGRAM 
 

COVER SHEET 
 
1. County of Santa Barbara (“Participant”) desires to participate in the Program (identified in 2 below) 

offered by California Mental Health Services Authority (“CalMHSA”) on the terms provided in this 
Participation Agreement (“Agreement”). Participant acknowledges that the Program also will be 
governed by CalMHSA’s Joint Powers Agreement and its Bylaws. The following exhibits and 
attachment are attached and form part of this Agreement: 

 Exhibit A  Program Description, Funding and Fees 
 Exhibit B General Terms and Conditions 

 Exhibit C Certification Regarding Lobbying  

 Attachment A Business Associate Agreement (Agreement No. 1327-BAA-2022-SB) 
 

2. Program Name: Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review (“PICR”) (the “Program”). 
 

3. Program Description: The Program is being administered by CalMHSA on behalf of Participants with 
the primary purpose of conducting concurrent review and authorization for all psychiatric inpatient 
hospital and psychiatric health facility services on behalf of participating California County Mental 
Health Plans (“MHPs”).  

 
4. Term of Services: This Agreement shall become effective upon final execution by both parties hereto 

and shall cover the period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, (“Term”) 
 
5. Service Fee: The fees payable under this Agreement are set forth in Exhibit A entitled “Program 

Description, Funding and Fees,” Section III (Service Fee) and IV (Maximum Funding), incorporated 
herein and made by reference a part hereof. Upon execution of this Agreement, Participant will be 
invoiced the fees at the end of each month which are payable within 30 days from the date of invoice. 
Payment for Participant’s utilization of service fees shall be made upon Program’s satisfactory 
reconciliation based on the methodology contained in Exhibit A. 

 
6. Maximum Funding: The maximum funding amount payable under this Agreement shall not exceed 

one hundred thirty-nine thousand, four hundred and forty-four dollars ($139,440.00) for all services 
under this Agreement. 

 
7. Execution of Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts and each 

of such counterparts shall for all purposes be deemed to be an original, and all such counterparts, or 
as many of them as the parties shall preserve undestroyed, shall together constitute one and the same 
instrument. Authenticated signatures delivered electronically shall be deemed to have the same legal 
effect as original signatures.  
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8. Authority: All signatories and parties to this Agreement warrant and represent that they have the 

power and authority to enter into this Agreement in the names, titles and capacities herein stated 
and on behalf of any entities, persons, or firms represented or purported to be represented by such 
entity(ies), person(s), or firm(s) and that all formal requirements necessary or required by any state 
and/or federal law in order to enter into this Agreement have been fully complied with. Furthermore, 
by entering into this Agreement, both Parties hereby warrant that it shall not have breached the terms 
or conditions of any other contract or agreement to which the Party is obligated, which breach would 
have a material effect hereon. 

 

 

 

 

THIS SECTION LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 
SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

Participation Agreement for Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review Services between California 
Mental Health Services Authority and County of Santa Barbara. 

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement to be effective upon final execution by 
both parties hereto. 

Participant: County of Santa Barbara 
  County of Santa Barbara: 

 
   By:  

    LAURA CAPPS, CHAIR 
Board of Supervisors 

   Date:  

 
 

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL:  APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
ANTONETTE NAVARRO, LMFT, Director 
Department of Behavioral Wellness 
 

 GREG MILLIGAN, ARM 
Risk Manager 

By:   By:  
 Director   Risk Manager 

 
California Mental Health Services Authority 

ATTEST:   
Mona Miyasato 
County Executive Officer 
Clerk of the Board 

  

By:     
 Deputy Clerk    

Date:     

     

     
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  APPROVED AS TO ACCOUNTING FORM: 
RACHEL VAN MULLEM 
County Counsel 

 BETSY M. SCHAFFER, CPA 
Auditor-Controller 

By:   By:  
 Deputy County Counsel   Deputy 

Docusign Envelope ID: 38237777-5FBE-45E6-AA95-B355FDCD4A65



Agreement No. 12734-SB-PICR-25_26 
 Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review 

June 17, 2025 

Santa Barbara County – PICR Participation Agreement  4 

Signed:                                                      Name (Printed):  Dr. Amie Miller, Psy.D., MFT       

Title: Executive Director  Date: 
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Participation Agreement 
EXHIBIT A – PROGRAM DESCRIPTION, FUNDING AND FEES 

 

I. Name of Program: Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review (“PICR”) 
 

II. Program Deliverables: 

Objective 

CalMHSA shall administer this Program to assist participating counties in conducting concurrent 
review and authorization for all psychiatric inpatient hospital and psychiatric health facility services 
on behalf of participating California County Mental Health Plans (“MHPs”). 

Per the Department of Health Care Services (“DHCS”) Behavioral Health Information Notices (BHIN) 
19-026 and BHIN 22-017, MHPs are required to conduct concurrent review and authorization for all 
psychiatric inpatient hospital services and psychiatric health facility services. These BHINs outline 
policy changes implemented to ensure an MHPs’ compliance with the Parity in Mental Health and 
Substance Use Disorder Services Final Rule (Parity Rule; Title 42 of the CFR, part 438.910).  

By utilizing a technology-assisted concurrent review process, a consistent and efficient review 
process will support MHP compliance with BHINs 19-026 and 22-017 (or any additional or 
superseding BHIN), and the Parity in Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services Final Rule 
(Parity Rule; Tittle 42 of the CFR, part 438.910). 

Services 

CalMHSA has entered into a services contract (“Service Agreement”) with Acentra Health (formerly 
known as Kepro/Keystone Peer Review Organization, Inc. (“Contractor”) to provide participating 
counties a web-enabled utilization review platform and clinical services to carry out psychiatric 
inpatient concurrent review and authorization services on behalf of multiple California County MHPs. 

CalMHSA shall work closely with Contractor to coordinate implementation and onboarding of 
participating counties. Participants shall submit their Monthly MEDS Extract File (“MMEF”) to 
Contractor via secure transfer utilizing Dropbox or a successor application, as determined by 
CalMHSA. For Participants utilizing the CalMHSA SmartCare electronic health record, Participant 
authorizes CalMHSA to import Participant’s MMEF data from Participant’s CalMHSA SmartCare 
instance, or any other data sources as authorized by Participant in writing, directly to Dropbox in 
accordance with this Agreement including Attachment A (No. 1327-BAA-2022-SB) and all applicable 
federal and state privacy authorities.  
 
MHPs delegating concurrent review and authorization services to Contractor will range in size from 
small/rural to large counties and will be located throughout California. Although the review and 
authorization requirements are uniform, the communication needs of the participating counties or 
inpatient psychiatric hospitals where county beneficiaries are hospitalized may vary. 

Acentra provides email support Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. PST. For any support 
questions please email: CAReveriews@Acentra.com. The platform services may occasionally become 
temporarily unavailable for maintenance purposes or other reasons outside of Acentra’s control. 
Acentra will make best efforts to minimize any such unavailability.  
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III. Service Fee: 
 
Participant agrees to pay the following Service Fee for each completed Treatment Authorization 
Request (“TAR”) conducted on behalf of Participant under this Agreement: 
 
Table A. 

 
 

 
 
 
Notes: 

1. Service Fee refers to the cost to complete each TAR and is inclusive of all costs and fees. 
Participant will be invoiced at the end of each month based on Participants’ actual utilization of 
the services according to the rate set forth in Table A above for each TAR completed. 

2. Participant will be invoiced monthly by CalMHSA, and Participant will issue payment amount 
within thirty (30) days of invoicing. 

3. Each monthly invoice shall be based on the total number of TARs completed during that month. 

4. The Participant shall not be invoiced until the client is discharged and a fully processed TAR is 
completed.  

 

IV. Maximum Funding 

The maximum funding amount payable under this Agreement shall not exceed the Not to Exceed 
(“NTE”) amount set forth below in Table B and set forth above at Section 6 of the Cover Page for all 
the stated services during the term of the Agreement: 

 
Table B. 

 

 

 

 

Notes:  

1. The NTE is determined based on the county’s highest annual utilization over the past three fiscal 
years, with an additional 25% allowance to accommodate potential increases in utilization over 
the term of this Agreement.

 

Applicable Period Service Fee Per Review 

07/01/2025 – 06/30/2026 $168 

Applicable Period Not to Exceed (“NTE") Amount 

07/01/2025 – 06/30/2026 $139,440.00 
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Participation Agreement  
EXHIBIT B – GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS   

 

I. Definitions 

The following words, as used throughout this Participation Agreement, shall be construed to have 
the following meaning, unless otherwise apparent from the context in which they are used: 

A. CalMHSA – California Mental Health Services Authority, a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) 
created by counties in 2009 at the instigation of the California Mental Health Directors 
Association (now the California Behavioral Health Directors Association) to jointly develop 
and fund mental health services and education programs. 

B. Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) – A department within the California Health 
and Human Services Agency that finances and administers a number of individual health 
care service programs, including Medi-Cal. 

C. Member – A County (or JPA of two or more Counties) that has joined CalMHSA and 
executed the CalMHSA Joint Powers Agreement. 

D. Participant – Any County participating in the Program either as member of CalMHSA or 
under a Memorandum of Understanding with CalMHSA. In reference to the party to this 
Agreement, Participant shall mean the County of Santa Barbara.  

E. Program – The program identified in the Cover Sheet.  

II. Responsibilities 

A. Responsibilities of CalMHSA: 

1. Provide the Program as described in this Agreement. 

2. Monitor and administer the Services Agreement on behalf of Participants and 
require Contractor and any of its subcontractors to comply with all applicable 
Program requirements.  

3. Work closely with the Contractor to coordinate on implementation and 
onboarding of Participants to the Atrezzo platform.  

4. Upon request, provide utilization reports to Participant and, as applicable, guide 
Participant to access such reports through the Atrezzo platform. 

5. Act as the fiscal and administrative agent for the Program.  

6. Invoice and collect funds from Participant for the Program. 

7. Manage funds received through the Program, consistent with the requirements 
of any applicable laws, regulations, guidelines and/or contractual obligations. 

8. Upon request, provide regular fiscal reports to Participant and/or other public 
agencies with a right to such reports.  

9. Comply with applicable laws, regulations, guidelines, contractual agreements, 
and CalMHSA’s Joint Powers Agreement and Bylaws and Business Associate 
Agreement. 
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B. Responsibilities of Participant: 

1. Timely transfer of the funding amount for the Program as described in Exhibit A 
Program Description, Funding and Fees. 

2. Provide CalMHSA with information and assistance reasonably necessary to fulfill 
the purpose of the Program.  

3. Participant is responsible for tracking its own utilization and must request a 
contract maximum increase if needed. Provide feedback on Program 
performance, which shall include completing an Annual MHP Survey. 

4. Comply with applicable laws, regulations, guidelines, contractual agreements, 
and CalMHSA’s Joint Powers Agreement and Bylaws and Business Associate 
Agreement. 

III. Duration, Term and Amendment 

A. This Agreement shall become effective upon final execution by both parties hereto and 
shall cover the period from July 1, 2025, and continue through June 30, 2026, unless 
earlier terminated or extended as provided below.    

B. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, this Agreement may be supplemented, 
amended, or modified only by the mutual agreement of CalMHSA and the Participant, 
expressed in writing and signed by authorized representatives of both parties.  

IV.  Withdrawal, Cancellation, and Termination  

A. Participant may withdraw from the Program and terminate this Agreement upon six (6) 
months’ written notice. Notice shall be deemed received on the relevant party’s receipt.  

B. The withdrawal of a Participant from the Program shall not automatically terminate its 
responsibility for its share of the expense and liabilities of the Program. The contributions 
of current and past Participants are chargeable for their respective share of unavoidable 
expenses and liabilities arising during the period of their participation.  

C. CalMHSA may terminate or cancel the Program due to circumstances, including but not 
limited to, lack of County participation,  lack of funding, governmental changes and 
restrictions including regulatory and funding changes, issues with vendor(s) or their 
services/platforms/products including the inability to provide the Program due to 
vendor(s) or force majeure. 

D. If applicable, upon cancellation, termination, or other conclusion of the Program, any 
funds remaining undisbursed after CalMHSA satisfies all obligations arising under the 
Program shall be returned to Participant. However, funds used to pay for completed 
deliverables, services rendered, upfront fees to create the Program, or fees for 
portal/platform ongoing services etc. are not subject to such return subject to applicable 
laws. Unused funds that were paid for a joint effort will be returned pro rata to Participant 
in proportion to payments made. Adjustments may be made by CalMHSA if 
disproportionate benefit was conveyed to a particular Participant. Excess funds at the 
conclusion of Participant-specific efforts will be returned to the particular County that 
paid them per the Program.  
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E. For Cause. Should CalMHSA default in the performance of this Agreement or materially 
breach any of its provisions, Participant may, at Participant’s reasonable discretion, 
terminate or suspend this Agreement in whole or in part after providing CalMHSA with 
written notice specifying the nature of default or breach and providing a 30-day 
opportunity to cure. If CalMHSA does not cure within the prescribed 30 days, Participant 
may elect to terminate the Agreement and CalMHSA shall immediately discontinue all 
services affected (unless the notice directs otherwise) and notify Participant as to the 
status of its performance. The date of termination shall be the date the notice is received 
by CalMHSA.  

V. Indemnification. To the fullest extent permitted by law, each party shall hold harmless, defend 
and indemnify the other party, including its governing board, employees and agents from and against any 
and all claims, losses, damages, liabilities, disallowances, recoupments, and expenses, including but not 
limited to reasonable attorney’s fees, arising out of or resulting from the indemnifying party’s negligence 
or willful conduct in the performance of its obligations under this Agreement, including the performance 
of the other’s subcontractors, except that each party shall have no obligation to indemnify the other for 
damages to the extent resulting from the negligence or willful misconduct of any indemnitee. Each party 
may participate in the defense of any such claim without relieving the other of any obligation hereunder. 

VI. No Responsibility for Mental Health Services. CalMHSA is not undertaking responsibility for 
assessments, creation of case or treatment plans, providing or arranging services, and/or 
selecting, contracting with, or supervising providers (collectively, “mental health services”). 
Participant will defend and indemnify CalMHSA for any claim, demand, disallowance, suit, or 
damages arising from Participant’s acts or omissions in connection with the provision of mental 
health services pursuant to this Agreement. 

VII. Debarment and Suspension. 

A. CalMHSA certifies to Participant that it and its employees and principals are not debarred, 
suspended, or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for, participation in federal, state, or 
county government contracts. CalMHSA certifies that it shall not contract with a 
subcontractor that is so debarred or suspended. 

B. This certification is a material representation of fact relied upon by Participant. If it is later 
determined that CalMHSA did not comply with 2 C.F.R. part 180, as supplemented by 2 
C.F.R. part 376, in addition to the remedies available to the California Department of 
Health Care Services and County, the Federal Government may pursue available remedies 
including, but not limited to, suspension and/or debarment. 

C. To the extent this Agreement involves federal funding, it shall be deemed a covered 
transaction for purposes of 2 C.F.R. part 180 and 2 C.F.R. part 376.As such Participant is 
required to verify that none of the contractor, its principals (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.995), 
or its affiliates (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.905) are excluded (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.940) 
or disqualified (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.935). 
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D. CalMHSA must comply with 2 C.F.R. part 180, as supplemented by 2 C.F.R. part 376, and 
must include a requirement to comply with these regulations in any lower tier covered 
transaction it enters into. 

VIII. Conflict of Interest. CalMHSA covenants that CalMHSA presently has no employment or interest 
and shall not acquire any employment or interest, direct or indirect, including any interest in any 
business, property, or source of income, which would conflict or reasonably appear to conflict in 
any manner or degree with the performance of services required to be performed under this 
Agreement. CalMHSA further covenants that in the performance of this Agreement, no person 
whom CalMHSA knows to have such an interest shall be employed by CalMHSA. CalMHSA must 
promptly disclose to Participant, in writing, any potential conflict of interest. Participant retains 
the right to waive a conflict of interest disclosed by CalMHSA if Participant determines it to be 
immaterial, and such waiver is only effective if provided by Participant to CalMHSA in writing. 

IX. Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Awards.  

A. CalMHSA shall comply with the requirements of 2 Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) 
parts 200 and 300 and 45 Code of Federal Regulations part 75, which are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

B. CalMHSA will ensure that any subcontract includes applicable provisions required by 
federal law or regulation, to the extent such requirements are relevant to the scope of 
the subcontracted work. 

X. Mandatory Disclosures.  

A. CalMHSA must promptly disclose, in connection with this Agreement (including any 
activities or subcontracts thereunder), any credible evidence of the commission of a 
violation of federal criminal law involving fraud, conflict of interest, bribery, or gratuity 
violations found in title 18 of the United States Code (U.S.C.) or a violation of the civil 
False Claims Act (31 U.S.C. §§ 3729–3733). The disclosure must be made in writing to 
Participant, DHCS, the United States Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, and the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General. 
CalMHSA is also required to report matters related to County, state, or federal agency’s 
integrity and performance in accordance with Appendix XII of 2 C.F.R. part 200. Failure to 
make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in 2 C.F.R section 
200.339 Remedies for noncompliance. (See also 2 C.F.R. part 180, 31 U.S.C. § 3321, and 
41 U.S.C. § 2313.) 

B. CalMHSA will include applicable provisions required by federal law or regulation, to the 
extent such requirements are relevant to the scope of subcontracted work. CalMHSA shall 
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also comply with the disclosure provisions set forth below in Section XIV (Byrd Anti-
Lobbying Amendment).  

XI. Prohibition on Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Services or Equipment. 

A. CalMHSA is prohibited from obligating or expending loan or grant funds to: 

1. Procure or obtain covered telecommunications equipment or services; 

2. Extend or renew a contract to procure or obtain covered telecommunications 
equipment or services; or  

3. Enter into a contract (or extend or renew a contract) to procure or obtain covered 
telecommunications equipment or services.  

B. As described section 889 of Public Law 115-232, “covered telecommunications equipment or 
services” means any of the following: 

1. Telecommunications equipment produced by Huawei Technologies Company or ZTE 
Corporation (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities);  

2. For the purpose of public safety, security of government facilities, physical security 
surveillance of critical infrastructure, and other national security purposes, video 
surveillance and telecommunications equipment produced by Hytera 
Communications Corporation, Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company, or 
Dahua Technology Company (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities;  

3. Telecommunications or video surveillance services provided by such entities or using 
such equipment; or  

4. Telecommunications or video surveillance equipment or services produced or 
provided by an entity that the United States Secretary of Defense, in consultation with 
the Director of the National Intelligence or the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, reasonably believes to be an entity owned or controlled by, or 
otherwise connected to, the government of a covered foreign country.  

C. For the purposes of this section, “covered telecommunications equipment or services” also 
include systems that use covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial 
or essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system. 

D. In implementing the prohibition under section 889 of Public Law 115-232, heads of executive 
agencies administering loan, grant, or subsidy programs must prioritize available funding and 
technical support to assist affected businesses, institutions, and organizations as is reasonably 
necessary for those affected entities to transition from covered telecommunications 
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equipment or services, to procure replacement equipment or services, and to ensure that 
communications service to users and customers is sustained. 

E. CalMHSA certifies that it will comply with the prohibition on covered telecommunications 
equipment and services in this section. CalMHSA and its subcontractors are not required to 
certify that funds will not be expended on covered telecommunications equipment or services 
beyond the certification provided upon accepting grant funding and those provided upon 
submitting payment requests and financial reports. 

F. For additional information, see section 889 of Public Law 115-232 and 2 Code of Federal 
Regulations section 200.471. 

G. CalMHSA shall include these requirements in all subcontracts to perform work under this 
Agreement. 

 

Domestic Preferences for Procurements. 

CalMHSA administers the Program, which does not involve the purchase or use of manufactured 
goods, materials, or supplies. As such, the domestic preference requirements set forth in 2 C.F.R. 
§ 200.322 are not applicable to the scope of services under this Agreement. 
 
Should circumstances change and a procurement falling within the scope of 2 C.F.R. § 200.322 
become necessary under this Agreement, CalMHSA will, to the extent legally required and 
practicable, provide a preference for goods, products, or materials produced in the United States, 
including iron, aluminum, steel, cement, and other manufactured products, as defined below. 
 
For purposes of this Section: 

“Produced in the United States” means, for iron and steel products, that all manufacturing 
processes, from the initial melting stage through the application of coatings, occurred in 
the United States. 
 
“Manufactured products” means items and construction materials composed in whole or 
in part of nonferrous metals such as aluminum; plastics and polymer-based products such 
as polyvinyl chloride pipe; aggregates such as concrete; glass, including optical fiber; and 
lumber. 

 
CalMHSA does not anticipate any procurements or subcontracts under this Agreement that would 
implicate these requirements. In the unlikely event such activity arises, CalMHSA will incorporate 
applicable federal domestic preference provisions as appropriate. 
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XII. Procurement of Recovered Materials. 

A. CalMHSA shall comply with section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 as amended, 42 United States Code section 
6962. The requirements of section 6002 include procuring only items designated in guidelines 
of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at 40 Code of Federal Regulations 
part 247 that contain the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable, consistent 
with maintaining a satisfactory level of competition, where the purchase price of the item 
exceeds $10,000 or the value of the quantity acquired during the preceding fiscal year 
exceeded $10,000; procuring solid waste management services in a manner that maximizes 
energy and resource recovery; and establishing an affirmative procurement program for 
procurement of recovered materials identified in the EPA guidelines. 

B. CalMHSA should, to the greatest extent practicable and consistent with law, purchase, 
acquire, or use products and services that can be reused, refurbished, or recycled; contain 
recycled content, are biobased, or are energy and water efficient; and are sustainable. This 
may include purchasing compostable items and other products and services that reduce the 
use of single-use plastic products. See Executive Order 14057, section 101, Policy. 

C. CalMHSA shall include these requirements in all subcontracts to perform work under this 
Agreement. 

XIII. BYRD ANTI-LOBBYING AMENDMENT. (Applicable to federally funded agreements in excess of 
$100,000.) 

A. Certification and Disclosure Requirements. 

1. CalMHSA must file a certification (in the form set forth in Exhibit C, Attachment 1, 
consisting of one page, entitled “Certification Regarding Lobbying”) that CalMHSA has 
not made and will not make any payment prohibited by subsection B (Prohibition) of 
this Section (Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment). 

2. CalMHSA must file a disclosure (in the form set forth in Exhibit C, Attachment 2, 
entitled “Standard Form-LLL ‘Disclosure of Lobbying Activities’”) if CalMHSA has made 
or has agreed to make any payment using non-appropriated funds (to include profits 
from any covered federal action) in connection with a contract or grant or any 
extension or amendment of that contract or grant which would be prohibited under 
subsection B (Prohibition) of this Section (Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment) if paid for 
with appropriated funds. 

3. CalMHSA must file a disclosure form at the end of each calendar quarter in which 
there occurs any event that requires disclosure or that materially affect the accuracy 
of the information contained in any disclosure form previously filed by CalMHSA 
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under subsection A.2. of this Section (Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment). An event that 
materially affects the accuracy of the information reported includes: 

i. A cumulative increase of $25,000 or more in the amount paid or expected to 
be paid for influencing or attempting to influence a covered federal action; 

ii. A change in the person(s) or individual(s) influencing or attempting to 
influence a covered federal action; or 

iii. A change in the officer(s), employee(s), or member(s) contacted for the 
purpose of influencing or attempting to influence a covered federal action. 

iv. CalMHSA shall include these requirements in all lower tier subcontracts 
exceeding $100,000to certify and disclose to the next tier above. 

v. All disclosure forms shall be forwarded from tier to tier until received by 
County. 

B. Prohibition. Section 1352 of title 31 of the U.S.C. provides in part that no appropriated funds 
may be expended by the recipient of a federal contract or agreement, grant, loan, or 
cooperative agreement to pay any person or organization for influencing or attempting to 
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a member of Congress, an officer or employee 
of Congress, or an employee of a member of Congress in connection with any of the following 
covered federal actions: the awarding of any federal contract or agreement, the making of 
any federal grant, the making of any federal loan, entering into of any cooperative agreement, 
and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any federal 
contract or agreement, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement. 

C. CalMHSA shall include these requirements in all lower tier subcontracts exceeding $100,000 
to perform work under this Agreement. 

XIV. Notice. All notices under this Participation Agreement shall be provided by personal delivery, 
nationally recognized courier service or mailed by U.S. registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, postage prepaid; AND by email. All notices shall be provided to the respective party at 
the addresses and email addresses set forth below and shall be deemed received upon the 
relevant party’s receipt.  

Either party may change its designee for notice by giving notice of the same and their relevant 
address information.  

If to CalMHSA: 
Name: Brandon Connors  Position: Legal Counsel & Privacy Officer  
Address: 1610 Arden Way, Suite 175  
                 Sacramento, CA 95815  

Telephone: (888) 210-2515  
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Email: brandon.connors@calmhsa.org    
CC Email to Name: Randall Keen, Manatt  Email: RKeen@manatt.com 

 If to Participant: 
Name: __________________________________________  Position: Director of Mental Health  
Address: _________________________________________  Telephone: __________________________  
Email: __________________________________________    
CC Email to Name: ________________________________  Email: ______________________________  
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Participation Agreement  
EXHIBIT C – CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

   
Attachment 1 

State of California Department of Health Care Services 
 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

The recipient certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that: 

1. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 
undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee 
of a Member of Congress in connection with the making, awarding or entering into of this 
Federal contract, Federal grant, or cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, 
renewal, amendment, or modification of this Federal contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement. 

2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency of the 
United States Government, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or 
an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, or 
cooperative agreement, the undersigned must complete and submit Standard Form LLL, 
“Disclosure of Lobbying Activities'' (Attachment 2) in accordance with its instructions. 

3. The recipient must require that the language of this certification be included in the award 
documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontractors, subgrants, and contracts 
under grants and cooperative agreements) of $100,000 or more, and that all subrecipients 
must certify and disclose accordingly. 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making 
or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U.S.C., any person who fails 
to file the required certification will be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not 
more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

By signing or otherwise accepting the Agreement, the recipient certifies and files this Attachment 
1. CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING, as required by Section 1352, Title 31, U.S.C., 
unless the conditions stated in paragraph 2 above exist. In such case, the awardee/contractor 
must complete and sign Attachment 2. 

 
California Mental Health Services Authority (“CalMHSA”)  Dr. Amie Miller, Psy.D., MFT    
Name of Contractor     Printed Name of Person Signing for Contractor 
 

12734-SB-PICR-25_26           
Contract I Grant Number                 Signature of Person Signing for Contractor 
 
       Executive Director   
Date       Title 
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After execution by or on behalf of Contractor, please return to: 
 

Santa Barbara County Department of Behavioral Wellness Contracts Division 
Attn: Contracts Manager 
429 N. San Antonio Rd. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93110 
 
County reserves the right to notify the contractor in writing of an alternate submission address. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SECTION INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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Attachment 2 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

 
Approved by OMB (0348-0046) 

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352 
(See reverse for public burden disclosure) 

1. Type of Federal Action:  2.  Status of Federal Action: 3.  Report Type: 
 a. contract 

b. grant 
c. cooperative agreement 
d. loan 
e. loan guarantee 
f. loan insurance 

 
 

a. bid/offer/application 
b. initial award 
c. post-award 

 a. initial filing 
b. material change 
 

For Material Change Only: 
Year_____ quarter______ 
date of last report_______. 

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity: 5. If Reporting Entity in No. 4 is Subawardee, 
Enter Name and Address of Prime: 

☐Prime                    ☐Subawardee 
                                 Tier , if known: 
 
Congressional District, If known: 

 
 
 
Congressional District, If known: 

6.  Federal Department/Agency 7.  Federal Program Name/Description: 
  

 
CDFA Number, if applicable: 

8.  Federal Action Number, if known: 9.  Award Amount, if known: 
  

10.a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant 
(If individual, last name, first name, MI): 

b. Individuals Performing Services 
(including address if different from 10a. 
(Last name, First name, MI): 

  

11. Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. section 1352. This 
disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was 
placed by the tier above when this transaction was made or entered into. This disclosure is 
required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352. This information will be available for public inspection. 
Any person that fails to file the required disclosure shall be subject to a not more than $100,000 
for each such failure. 

Signature:   
Print Name:  
Title:  
Telephone Number:  
Date:  
Federal Use Only Authorized for Local Reproduction 

Standard Form-LLL (Rev. 7-97) 

Docusign Envelope ID: 38237777-5FBE-45E6-AA95-B355FDCD4A65



Agreement No. 12734-SB-PICR-25_26 
 Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review 

June 17, 2025 

Santa Barbara County – Exhibit C – Certification Regarding Lobbying   
 

19 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF SF-LLL, DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES 
 
This disclosure form shall be completed by the reporting entity, whether subawardee or prime 
Federal recipient, at the initiation or receipt of a covered Federal action, or a material change to 
a previous filing, pursuant to title 31 U.S.C. section 1352. The filing of a form is required for each 
payment or agreement to make payment to any lobbying entity for influencing or attempting to 
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee 
of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with a covered Federal 
action. Complete all items that apply for both the initial filing and material change report. Refer to 
the implementing guidance published by the Office of Management and Budget for additional 
information. 
1. Identify the type of covered Federal action for which lobbying activity is and/or has been 

secured to influence the outcome of a covered Federal action.  
2. Identify the status of the covered Federal action. 
3. Identify the appropriate classification of this report. If this is a followup report caused by a 

material change to the information previously reported, enter the year and quarter in which 
the change occurred. Enter the date of the last previously submitted report by this reporting 
entity for this covered Federal action. 

4. Enter the full name, address, city, State and zip code of the reporting entity. Include 
Congressional District, if known. Check the appropriate classification of the reporting entity 
that designates if itis, or expects to be, a prime or subaward recipient. Identify the tier of the 
subawardee, e.g., the first subawardee of the prime is the 1st tier. Subawards include but are 
not limited to subcontracts, subgrants and contract awards under grant. 

5. If the organization filing the report in item 4 checks "Subawardee," then enter the full name, 
address, city, State and zip code of the prime Federal recipient. Include Congressional District, 
if known. 

6. Enter the name of the Federal agency making the award or loan commitment. Include at least 
one organizational level below agency name, if known. For example, Department of 
Transportation, United States Coast Guard. 

7. Enter the Federal program name or description for the covered Federal action (item 1). If 
known, enter the full Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number for grants, 
cooperative agreements, loans, and loan commitments. 

8. Enter the most appropriate Federal identifying number available for the Federal action 
identified in item 1 (e.g., Request for Proposal (RFP) number; Invitation for Bid (IFB) number; 
grant announcement number; the contract, grant, or loan award number; the 
application/proposal control number assigned by the Federal agency). Include prefixes, e.g., 
"RFP-DE-90-001”. 

9. For a covered Federal action where there has been an award or loan commitment by the 
Federal agency, enter the Federal amount of the award/loan commitment for the prime entity 
identified in item 4 or 5. 

10. (a) Enter the full name, address, city, State and zip code of the lobbying registrant under the 
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 engaged by the reporting entity identified in item 4 to 
influence the covered Federal action. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 38237777-5FBE-45E6-AA95-B355FDCD4A65



Agreement No. 12734-SB-PICR-25_26 
 Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review 

June 17, 2025 

Santa Barbara County – Exhibit C – Certification Regarding Lobbying   
 

20 

(b) Enter the full names of the individual(s) performing services, and include full address if 
different from 10 (a). Enter Last Name, First Name, and Middle Initial (MI). 
 

11. The certifying official shall sign and date the form, print his/her name, title, and telephone 
number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act, as amended, no persons are required to respond to a 
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number.  The valid OMB control 
number for this information collection is OMB No. 0348-0046.  Public reporting burden for this 
collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for 
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the 
burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project 
(0348-0046), Washington, DC 20503. 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA LETTER 

 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
105 E. Anapamu Street, Suite 407 

Santa Barbara, CA  93101 
(805) 568-2240 

Agenda Number:  

 

Department Name: Behavioral Wellness 
Department No.: 043 
For Agenda Of: September 13, 2022 
Placement:   Administrative 
Estimated Time:   N/A 
Continued Item: No  
If Yes, date from:  
Vote Required: Majority  

 

 

 

TO: Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Department 

Director(s)  
Antonette Navarro, LMFT, Director 
Department of Behavioral Wellness, (805) 681-5220 

 Contact Info: Jamie Huthsing, Division Chief of Quality Care Management, 
Department of Behavioral Wellness, (805) 681-5220 
Celeste Andersen, Chief of Compliance, Department of 
Behavioral Wellness, (805) 681-5220  

SUBJECT:   Behavioral Wellness - California Mental Health Services Authority (CalMHSA) 
Behavioral Health Quality Improvement Program (BHQIP) Participation 
Agreement Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-2024, Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review 
(PICR) Participation Agreement FY 2022-2025 and Business Associates 
Agreement under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 
(BAA) 

 

County Counsel Concurrence  Auditor-Controller Concurrence  
As to form: Yes  As to form: Yes     
Other Concurrence: Risk Management  
As to form: Yes  

 

Recommended Actions:  
That the Board of Supervisors: 

A. Approve and authorize the Chair to execute the California Mental Health Services Authority 
(CalMHSA) Behavioral Health Quality Improvement Program (BHQIP) Participation 
Agreement No. 1303-BHQIP-2022-SB to procure consultation services for the development, 
implementation, and continued support of the County’s Behavioral Health Plan to meet milestones 
required to complete the California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) California 
Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal (CalAIM) BHQIP mandated deliverables, for a Maximum 
Agreement Amount not to exceed $22,080 from the date of execution by the County through June 
30, 2024 (Attachment A);  
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B. Approve and authorize the Chair to execute the California Mental Health Services Authority 
(CalMHSA) Psychiatric Inpatient Concurrent Review (PICR) Participation Agreement No. 
1158-PICR-2022-SB to conduct concurrent review and authorization of services for all psychiatric 
inpatient hospitals and psychiatric health facilities where the County client is placed, for a 
Maximum Agreement Amount not to exceed $178,483.20 inclusive of a $6,374.40 administrative 
fee, from the date of execution by the County through December 31, 2024 (Attachment B); 

C. Approve and authorize the Chair to execute a Business Associates Agreement under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (BAA) with California Mental Health 
Services Authority (CalMHSA) to allow for the exchange of private health information (PHI) 
and personal identifiable information (PII) as it applies to all Participation Agreements between 
the County and CalMHSA, as required and necessary to perform DHCS-mandated services, which 
are to begin upon execution of the BAA Agreement (Attachment C); and 

D. Determine that the above actions are government funding mechanisms or other government fiscal 
activities, which do not involve any commitment to any specific project that may result in a 
potentially significant physical impact on the environment, and are organizational or 
administrative activities of the government that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes 
in the environment and are therefore not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to section 15378(b)(4) and (b)(5) of the CEQA Guidelines. 

Summary Text: 

The above-referenced items are on the agenda to request the Board of Supervisors (Board) to approve and 
authorize the Chair to execute agreements with CalMHSA, BHQIP Participation Agreement No. 1303-
BHQIP-2022-SB for the procurement of consultation services for the development, implementation, and 
continued support of the County’s Behavioral Health Plan to meet the milestones required to complete the 
CalAIM BHQIP deliverables for an amount of $22,080 from the date of execution through June 30, 2024, 
and PICR Participation Agreement No. 1158-PICR-2022-SB to conduct concurrent review and 
authorization of services for all psychiatric inpatient hospital and psychiatric health facilities in the County 
for a Maximum Agreement Amount not to exceed $178,483.20, from the date of execution through 
December 31, 2024. Also, the Department of Behavioral Wellness (BWell) requests the Board to approve 
and authorize the Chair to execute a BAA with CalMHSA to allow for the exchange of PHI and PII, as it 
applies to all Participation Agreements between the County and CalMHSA, as required and necessary to 
perform DHCS-mandated services upon execution of the Agreement. 
Background: 

The California Government Code (“Joint Exercise of Powers Act,” Section 6500 et seq.) permits two or 
more public agencies to jointly exercise powers common to the contracting parties through an agreement. 
CalMHSA is a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) formed in 2009 for the purpose of creating a separate public 
entity to provide administrative and fiscal services in support of its members. CalMHSA assists its 
members with the operation of various programs to contract and/or negotiate with the State or other 
providers; contract and/or negotiate with the State or Federal government for administration of mental 
health services, programs or activities, including managed mental health care and the delivery of specialty 
mental health services.  
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They also provide fiscal or administrative services to its members such as group purchasing, contract 
management, research and development, data management, maintenance of a research depository, 
technical assistance, capacity building, education, and training; and execution of policy requests. 
CalMHSA also provides its members with the ability to deal jointly with the California Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS), Department of State Hospitals (DSH), the Mental Health Services 
Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC), and the legislature. 
In 2014, the Board approved Behavioral Wellness’ membership in CalMHSA. BWell currently has five 
agreements with CalMHSA--to deliver services for loan repayment, state hospital beds, Tech Suite, 
Help@Hand, and payment of Presumptive Transfer, all of which were previously approved by the Board. 
BHQIP: Under CalAIM, BHQIP is an incentive payment program to support Mental Health Plans (MHP), 
Drug Medi-Cal State Plans (DMC), and Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery Systems (DMC-ODS), as 
they prepare for changes in the CalAIM initiative and other approved administration priorities. CalAIM 
is a DHCS initiative to reform the Medi-Cal program to help address many of the complex challenges 
facing California’s most vulnerable residents. It offers beneficiaries a more equitable, coordinated, person-
centered approach to maximize their health. The BHQIP priorities/milestones include payment reform, 
behavioral health policy changes, and bi-directional data exchange between systems of care for the 
purpose of improving quality and behavioral health outcomes and care coordination for Medi-Cal 
beneficiaries. Each participating entity earns incentive payments in the CalAIM BHQIP by achieving 
these milestones.  
CalMHSA will provide BWell with assistance to achieve the Policy Change Milestone to update 
Utilization Management Protocols by conducting a landscape analysis of documentation audit practices 
and draft an updated Utilization Management protocol to comply with best practices and updated 
documentation audit standards. In addition, in order to achieve the Data Exchange Milestone, CalMHSA 
will collect and analyze Managed Care Plan (MCP) data to establish baseline performance on Follow-up 
After Emergency Department Visit for Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse or Dependence (FUA), Follow-up 
After Emergency Department Visit for Mental Illness (FUM), and Pharmacotherapy for Opioid Use 
Disorder (POD).  
PIRC: DHCS state and federal regulations require County Mental Health Plan (MHP) Specialty Mental 
Services (SMHS) and Substance Use Disorder Services (SUDS) authorization of specialty health services. 
To ensure compliance with Parity in Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services Final Rule 
(Parity Rule; Title 42 of the C.F.R., § 438.910), DHCS Behavioral Health Information Notice (BHIN) 19-
026 requires MHPs to operate a utilization management (UM) program that ensures beneficiaries have 
appropriate access to SMHS. MHPs are required to conduct concurrent review and authorization for all 
psychiatric inpatient hospital services and psychiatric health facility services. MHPs shall conduct 
concurrent review of treatment authorizations following the first day of admission. The County will incur 
a $6,374.40 administrative fee, which is included in the total cost of the program. 
CalMHSA has entered into a services agreement with Keystone Peer Review Organization, Inc. (Kepro), 
who shall conduct concurrent review and authorization of inpatient psychiatric hospital services on behalf 
of multiple California County MHPs. By utilizing Kepro’s technology-assisted concurrent review process, 
CalMHSA will ensure a consistent and efficient review process across participating counties and will 
support MHP compliance with DHCS BHIN 19-026 and the Parity Rule.  
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BAA: The addition of the JPA BAA with CalMHSA will allow BWell to share clients’ private PHI and 
PII for our current or future project/programs with CalMHSA that are necessary for the delivery of SMHS 
mandated services and will support payment reform and the development of new Medi-Cal rates under 
CalAIM, which is set to launch in 2023. Both the BHQIP and the PIRC programs require the exchange of 
PHI/PII to comply with DHCS compliance requirements. Under the BHQIP agreement, CalMHSA will 
need to collect and analyze BWell client data to establish baseline performance on FUA/FUM/POD. 
Under CalMHSA PICR, through their contract with Kepro, CalMHSA will need access to Psychiatric 
Hospital client information to conduct web based concurrent review to comply with state and federal 
regulations and for Medi-Cal reimbursement.  
The approval of the recommend actions would streamline the payment and billing process for Medi-Cal 
services. 
Performance Measure:  
CalMHSA facilitates the efficient use of resources for multiple public entities by providing group 
purchasing power, joint development of Requests for Proposal (RFPs) and contracts for services, reduced 
overhead costs through sharing of the expenses of administration and reporting, and shared research and 
strategies. CalMHSA’s administration of this program will result in greater efficiency in the 
implementation of these mandated services for compliance with state and federal requirements. 
Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  
Budgeted: Yes 
Fiscal Analysis: 

Funding Sources
General Fund
State
Federal
Fees
Other:
Total 22,080.00$              

BHQIP Cost         
FY 22-24

11,040.00$              
11,040.00$              

 
 

Funding 
Sources

PIRC Cost              
FY 22-23

Cost                
FY 23-24

Cost through 
12/31/2024               

FY 24-25 
General Fund
State 35,696.64$    35,696.64$     17,848.32$      
Federal 35,696.64$    35,696.64$     17,848.32$      
Other:
Total 71,393.28$  71,393.28$   35,696.64$    
Grand Total 178,483.20$   

Narrative:  
Key Contract Risks: 

The County may withdraw from the Program upon six months’ written notice to CalMHSA. 
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Special Instructions:  

Please return one (1) Minute Order and one (1) complete copy of the above items to Denise Morales at 
dmorales@sbcbwell.org and the BWell Contracts Division at bwellcontractsstaff@sbcbwell.org. 
Attachments:  

Attachment A: CalMHSA FY 22-24 PA No. 1303-BHQIP-2022-SB 
Attachment B: CalMHSA FY 22-25 PA No. 1158-PICR-2022-SB 
Attachment C: CalMHSA Agreement No. 1327-BAA-2022-SB 
Authored by:   
D. Morales 
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