
  
 

 
         

 
      

 
            

         
        

 
    

 
       

 
               

 
 

     
 

       
          

         
         

           
        
     
           

       
       

 
 

        
 

        
 

   
  

  

  

  

   

     

 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Santa Barbara County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Katie Nall, Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department 

The project or activity identified below is determined to be exempt from further environmental 
review requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as defined in 
the State and County Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA. 

APN: NA Case No.: NA 

Location: Kelp forests off the coast of Santa Barbara 

Project Title: Harvest to Heal: Santa Barbara Urchin Divers and Scientists Unite to Restore Kelp 
Documentary 

Project Applicant: Blue Ocean Productions 

Project Description: The applicant, Blue Ocean Productions, requests approval of a Santa 
Barbara County Fish and Game Commission (SBCFGC) grant in the amount of $29,000 to help 
fund production of a 40–55 minute documentary film, titled Harvest to Heal, which focuses on 
the restoration of kelp forests off the coast of Santa Barbara. The proposed grant will provide 
funding to conduct interviews with scientists, fishermen, and project partners; capture additional 
aerial and underwater footage of the coastline and kelp forests; and complete editing and 
delivery of the project to film festivals and community events. The film will be completed and 
distributed within 6 months of funding, with at least 4 public screenings or educational 
presentations conducted within 12 months of completion. The project will increase public 
understanding of kelp forest ecosystems and supporting ongoing restoration efforts that directly 
improve marine habitat. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Santa Barbara 

Name of Person or Entity Carrying Out Project: Jim Knowlton 

Exempt Status: 
Ministerial 

Statutory Exemption 

Categorical Exemption 

Emergency Project 

Declared Emergency 

Not a Project X 
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Cite specific CEQA and/or CEQA Guidelines Section: Section 15378(b)(5) 

Reasons to support exemption findings: The CRMF Grant for the Harvest to Heal: Santa Barbara 
Urchin Divers and Scientists Unite to Restore Kelp Documentary is not considered a “Project” 
under CEQA Section 15378(b)(5). CEQA Section 15378(b)(5) defines a “Project” as not including 
organizational or administrative activities of governments that will not result in direct or indirect 
physical changes in the environment. The County’s approval to provide partial funding for the 
private documentary will not result in any physical changes in the environment. This grant will 
fund filming and distribution efforts to assist the production of an educational documentary film 
about the restoration of kelp forests. No direct or indirect physical changes will occur in the 
environment given the project’s educational nature. By documenting and communicating kelp 
forest restoration efforts involving commercial fishermen, marine scientists, and conservation 
organizations, the film will educate the public about the importance of kelp forests and the role 
they play in supporting healthy marine ecosystems. Increased awareness can lead to greater 
public support for conservation, improved stewardship of coastal resources, and broader 
adoption of restoration practices. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Katie Nall, Planner, Development and Review Department 

Phone #: (805) 884-8050 Department/Division Representative: Errin Briggs, Deputy Director 

Date: ____________________ 

Acceptance Date: ______________________ 

Distribution: Hearing Support Staff 

Date Filed by County Clerk: ______________________ 

nallk
Signature


