RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING SANTA BARBARA COUNTY AS A COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, The Charter for Compassion was unveiled at the United Nations in 2009, and carries a vision of
creating a global civil society that adheres to the “golden rule,” to treat others as we would like to be treated; and

WHEREAS, There is a growing network of Compassionate Communities that have affirmed the Charter of
Compassion with their governments, including the State of California, and 440 cities and counties, spread across
54 countries globally; and

WHEREAS, Research demonstrates that practicing compassion produces positive benefits in all sectors of civic
and community life, including education, safety, public health, and economic, physical, mental, and spiritual
well-being; and

WHEREAS, Santa Barbara County is home to over 2,000 non-profit entities dedicated to meeting pressing
community needs, government and public agencies working to uplift its residents and keep them safe, and a
workforce, individuals, and families who are contributors to the well-being of our greater community; and

WHEREAS, organizations like Showers of Blessing and individuals like Dr. Ed Bastian, are shining examples
of what it means to live by compassionate values and extend those values into the community; and

WHEREAS, Santa Barbara County hopes to serve as a model for other jurisdictions — a community of
compassion where anyone who wishes to live in acceptance of others can also find refuge in an environment
where differences are treated with respect and dignity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Santa Barbara County is proclaimed as a Compassionate
Community and calls upon its residents in recognizing that compassion is essential to human relationships and a
thriving community.

Passed and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Santa Barbara County, State of California, this 17th day of
September, 2024, by unanimous vote of all members present.
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