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Project Environmental Evaluation
• Prepared pursuant to:

• The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians’ Off-
Reservation Impacts Environmental Policy Ordinance

• State Tribal Gaming Compact Section 10.8, which 
requires:

• Adopt tribal environmental ordinance

• Prepare study before commencement of construction

• Consult with jurisdictions, meet to discuss mitigations

• Make “good faith” efforts to mitigate significant 
impacts 2



Background
• Environmental Evaluation of Proposed 

Hotel/Casino Expansion Project (Project) was 
released on July 15th

• Project includes:
• 215 new hotel rooms in a new 12-story tower

• 584 parking spaces in a new 5-story structure

• Remodeling of 150,000 ft.2 of hotel/casino space
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Process To Date
• July 15, 2014 Notice of Availability on Casino/Hotel 

Expansion Project Released
• July 15-Aug 14, 2014 Public review period
• July 31, 2014 Tribe conducted public meeting on 

proposed project
• August 13, 2014 County provided formal comment letter 

to Tribe on Project EE
• August 14, 2014 State Attorney General sent comment 

letter to Tribe on Project EE
• August 26, 2014 Board of Supervisors Hearing to discuss 

off-reservation impacts, proposed 
mitigation measures

• August 28, 2014 Meeting with County Representatives 
and Tribal  Chairman Armenta
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Process To Date continued…
• September 4, 2014 County received response to comment 

letter with  request for response by 
September 10, 2014.

• September 10, 2014 County provided responses to letter 
reiterating mitigation request  and desire 
to meet to continue discussions

• September 10, 2014 Business Committee of Tribe approved 
Final EE

• September 15, 2014  County received response from Tribe to 
September 10 letter

• September 23, 2014 Formal notice of EE approval dated 
September 22, 2104 received
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EE: Potentially Significant Impacts
• Water resources – quality, supply, drainage, flood

• Geology and soils – erosion or loss of top soil

• Air quality – conflict with plan, violate standards

• Hazards and hazardous materials – exposure, 
releases

• Noise – increases in excess of standards

• Transportation/Traffic – exceed service standards

• Land use – conflict with plans & policies 
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EE: Potentially Significant Impacts
• Aesthetics – scenic vistas, light, glare

• Public services – fire prevention/protection, law 
enforcement (Level of service, staffing, SDF)

• Utilities & Service Systems – exceed capacity for 
wastewater and storm water drainage

• Planning & Development – Concern over 
unsubstantiated impact conclusions or inadequate 
mitigations, misapplication of land use plans and 
standards 
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County Mitigation Measures; IGSDF’s & Chumash Mitigation
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 Mitigation 
Support - 

Ongoing (a) 

 Mitigation 
Support - One 

Time (a) Notes on Current Mitigation Funding
 IGSDF

2008-09 

 Revised 
IGSDF 

FY 2013-14 

 Final 
Chumash 

Evaluation 
Fire & Related:
Fire protection - staffing 3,100,000$     (b) 12 staff to support 100' ladder truck
Fire protection - equipment 1,700,000$     (b) 100' ladder truck
Equip Maint/Replacement 100,000$        (b) $100k equip. deprec. + maint
EMR - Staffing 1,500,000$     (b) 6 Firefighter/paramedics 490,000$     519,000$   600,000$      
EMR - Equipment 11,000$           250,000$        (b) Rescue Squad vehicle/equip. & maint.

Sheriff:
Sheriff Patrol 840,000$        (c) 5 officers from IGSDF 673,403$     83,300$     480,000$      

Grand Total 5,551,000$    1,950,000$    1,163,403$ 602,300$  1,080,000$  

County Requested Mitigation Measures IGSDF*



Chumash Public Safety Mitigations
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 Final Chumash 
Evaluation 

Notes
Source: Final Environmental Evaluation; Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Hotel Expansion 

Project
600,000$          "Funding for a full time equivalent (FTE) firefighter position at Station 32 not to exceed 

$400,000 annually;
Funding for approximately 50 percent ($200,000) annually of a new FTE firefighter position at 
one of the SBCFD stations in the Santa Ynez Valley; and/or
Replacing the additional SBCFD paramedic stationed at Station 32 per the existing Fire 
Agreement with a FTE paramedic to be stationed at the Chumash Casino Resort and 
providing an on-Reservation private or Tribal ambulance."

480,000$          "Funding for approximately 50 percent (not to exceed $480,000) of one FTE law enforcement 
officer position at the Santa Barbara County Sheriff Department (SBCSD) Solvang Substation; 
and/or 
Funding for one patrol vehicle for use on the Reservation"



Recommended Actions
• Receive a report regarding the Santa Ynez Band 

of Chumash Indian’s proposed hotel and casino 
expansion project 

• Provide direction to the County Executive Officer 
on next steps

• Determine that the recommended actions 
(above)  are exempt from CEQA pursuant to 
CEQA guidelines Sections 15061 9b) (3) because 
it can be seen with certainly that their is no 
possibility that those actions by the County have 
a significant effect on the environment 15



Questions?
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