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SECTION  Rice Ranch Development Agreement 

  
                        
Recommendation(s):      
 
That the Board of Supervisors: 
 
 Instruct County Counsel and Planning & Development to enter into negotiations with the owner of Rice 
Ranch (Keysite 12) in the Orcutt Planning Area (4th District), regarding a Development Agreement to be 
submitted and processed concurrently with a Specific Plan, Tentative Tract Maps and Development Plans for 
the site.  Any proposed Development Agreement will come before your Board at a noticed public hearing for 
full consideration.  An ordinance is required for its approval. 
 
Alignment with Board Strategic Plan 
 
The recommendation is primarily aligned with actions required by law or by routine business necessity. 
 
Executive Summary and Discussion:   
 
On March 14, 2000 the Board determined that initiating negotiations with the applicant regarding a 
development agreement was premature.  The Planning Commission will begin review of this project on 
September 24, 2003. Applicant has therefore again requested that the County consider processing a 
Development Agreement concurrently with a Specific Plan and associated maps and permits to govern future 
development on Rice Ranch (Key Site 12).  This property was considered as part of the Orcutt Community 
Plan.  The Orcutt Community Plan includes numerous development standards for the site, including a 
requirement that a Specific Plan be approved for the site prior to submittal of development applications. 
 
The applicant has approached the County, requesting that we consider entering into a Development Agreement 
for the site which would contractually bind the owner and County to specific standards and densities, and 
identifying project phasing and fees.  County Counsel seeks Board direction on whether to enter into 
negotiations for a Development Agreement.  Before a Development Agreement is executed, it would return to 
your Board for its consideration and approval.   
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Mandates and Service Levels:   
 
Not mandated. 
 
Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:   
 
The applicant has agreed to pay the costs of negotiating the Development Agreement: therefore, the decision to 
negotiate such an Agreement would result in no net County cost.  There will be staff impact due to County 
Counsel and Planning staff time. 
 
Special Instructions:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
Concurrence:  
 
Planning and Development. 
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