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Department of Social Services (DSS): (Department 044, Fund 0055) - Increase appropriations by a total of $60,000 and
establish a budget for The Santa Barbara Foundation in the amount of $30,000 to designate as a match to fund the County
Poverty Initiative project.

This Budget Revision Request increases DSS’ appropriation by $60,000 for a countywide poverty impact assessment. Of
the total $60,000, $30,000 will be funded by the Santa Barbara Foundation, and DSS will provide the other $30,000 from
other revenue sources.

A recommendation is being made to the Board to direct staff to hire a consultant to work with County staff and community -
partners to launch a communitywide poverty impact assessment. The assessment will take a more in depth look into the
causes of poverty in Santa Barbara County, evaluate family and high poverty areas, complete an assets and resource
inventory and determine gaps in services. When complete, this assessment will provide recommendations on how the
County, other government agencies, community based organizations and foundations can better partner to enhance our
critical social safety net infrastructure and reduce the effects of poverty.
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