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Fire Prevention Fee

History:

June 15, 2011 - Legislature adds the Fee to the 2011/12
Budget Bill.

July 7, 2011 — Governor Brown signs the Fee (AB X 1 29) into
law requiring CAL FIRE and Board of Equalization (BOE) to

implement and collect the Fee.

January 11, 2012 — The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

passes “Emergency Regulation”, as outlined by the Law,
providing CAL FIRE & BOE the fee specifics.
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Status of the Fee

| The Board of Equalization began sending out
bills in August 2012. Santa Barbara County
property owners living in SRA have recetved
their bills last month.

" The Board of Forestry & Fire Protection is in
the process of writing “Permanent Regulations™.
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Fire Prevention Fee Funding

1 The Fee provides a stable funding source for fire
prevention replacing money once provided out
of the State’s General Fund.

~ The fees collected will fund current fire
prevention activities and services and is not for
additional services.
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What Is State Responsibility Area (SRA)?

State and privately-owned forest, watershed, and rangeland
for which the primary financial responsibility of preventing
and suppressing wildfires rests with the State.

No Federal or Incorporated City lands are designated SRA.
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Under the new law, who Is Assessed the
Fee?

CAL FIRE (SRA)
™ Federal
M Tocal Gov't

The Fee 1s assessed
on habitable
structures within
State Responsibility
Area (SRA), which is
roughly 31 million

ACres across
California.
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Who Is Assessed the Fire Prevention Fee?

Each habitable structure - defined by the Board of Forestry’s
Emergency Regulation as a building used or intended to be
used for human habitation.
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Includes, but is not limited to, a mobilehome or manufactured home.
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How much Is the Fee?

Under the law, the fee 1s assessed up to $150 per habitable
structure.

14,000 habitable structures in Santa Barbara County
850,000 habitable structures California
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What If the area is also protected by a municipal
fire agency?

The Fee 1s discounted $35 per habitable structure if the
home 1s within another local fire agencies jurisdiction that
provides municipal fire protection. This applies to all of
Santa Barbara County.
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What about apartments?

The apartment building is assessed the Fee for the structure,
but not multiplied by each unit.
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What about Condominiums?

In a condominium complex with multiple owners, each
owner would have a corresponding parcel number and,
therefore, each would individually be assessed the Fee.
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Are ALL structures assessed the Fee?

The Fee is not assessed on all structures. Barns, woodsheds,
outbuildings and other structures not used for human
habitation are not assessed the Fee.
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What is Fire Prevention?
The work done to prevent fire ignitions or a

fire from spreading from or into homes,
communities and wildland areas. This includes
activities like brush clearance around
communities, roadways and along evacuation
routes, defensible space inspections, fire breaks
as well as public education.



Vegetation Management Program In
Santa Barbara County Fire

® Recent Project Areas
e Mission Canyon
e Burton Mesa
e Tepusquet Canyon
« Range Improvement: Los Alamos
« UCSB




Example: Tepusguet Canyon

© Road Side Clearance

30’ clearance on both sides from edge of pavement.
5 miles completed.

Improvement of evacuation corridor.

Fire Crew and Fire Construction utilized for
Implementation.
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What I1s CAL FIRE’s Role in Santa Barbara
County?

1 The State is responsible for over 673,000 acres
of State Responsibility Area in the County.

7 CAL FIRE contracts with Santa Barbara County
to protect the SRA in the county.
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What is a Contract County?

1 State law allows CAL FIRE
to contract with counties for _
protection of SRA when |
appropriate

©

o Santa Barbara County

~ Efficient method of providing =SS, Say e
fire protection without o9 R
duplicating resources

e
Ogleta oo
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Santa Barbara

1 SIx counties statewide —
Kern, Los Angeles, Marin,
Orange, Santa Barbara and
Ventura
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What Is a Contract County?

- Even though you may not see CAL FIRE resources
routinely, Santa Barbara County fire protection services
are financially provided by CAL FIRE to protect SRA

1 CAL FIRE resources respond when needed to assist for
major incidents at no additional cost to the County to
protect SRA.

71 CAL FIRE supports the implementation of the Santa
Barbara County Fire Plan involving several wildfire
prevention, education and suppression projects and
programs.



CAL FIRE CREW PROJECT DAYS IN
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ON FIRE SAFE PROJECTS

Montecito

Carpenteria 0

SB City 5
Painted Cave [¢

State Parks 19

COMB 0
SBC Flood 7

TOTAL
per year

24

11
0

23

12
0

Project 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total per
Sponsor agency
18 51 61 29 10

0

GRAND
TOTAL
408 days
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Questions?




