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PROJECT MEASURES
ENSURE COMPATIBILITY
BUSY BEE’S ORGANICS

 ¤ Minimum 100-foot buffers on east and west property boundaries

 ¤ Dense, layered landscape screening on boundaries

 ¤ Model MOU with neighbor farm

 ¤ Regular testing proving no overspray contamination

 ¤ Odor testing confirming no off-site odor impacts

 ¤ Model odor abatement program

 ¤ Not located within or near cannabis farm cluster

 ¤ Located 1-mile from City of Buellton

 ¤ Existing, Operational Farm
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PROJECT 
MERITS
BUSY BEE’S ORGANICS

 ¤ Family farmers live and work onsite.

 ¤ 100% local. Third-generation Santa Barbara agricultural family.

 ¤ Independent. Family owned and operated with no outside 
investors or influence.

 ¤ Female/Latino owned and operated.

 ¤ 5 years of continuous operations with no verified odor issue.

 ¤ Not adjacent to other cannabis grows or the City of Buellton.

 ¤ Only 1/3 of the property. 
 

 ¤ Zero Overspray contamination from neighboring farms.

 ¤ Planted over 4,000 trees around the perimeter and throughout 
the property. 

 ¤ Community Support - Over 70 letters of support and counting.

 ¤ Installed the most efficient watering system available in California.

 ¤ Farm employs 3 local farm workers and professionals.

 ¤ Fully Track and Trace compliant.

 ¤ Extensive outreach to community.
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1 MILE FROM THE CITY OF BUELLTON 4
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NOT ADJACENT TO PENDING CANNABIS OPERATIONS 7



1.2 MILE BUFFER AND BETWEEN BUSY BEE’S AND PENCE VINEYARD AND TASTING ROOM

BUSY BEE’S 
ORGANICS 
CULTIVATION

1.2 MILES

PENCE VINEYARD AND TASTING ROOM 
(DIRECTOR, CEO OF COALITION APPEALING PROJECT)

BUSY BEE’S
PROPERTY

PENCE VINEYARD 
AND TASTING ROOM 

PROPERTY 
DISTANCE

CULTIVATION 
SITES
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EXISTING LANDSCAPE SCREENING FROM HWY 246 / 
FACING NORTHEAST

EXISTING LANDSCAPE SCREENING /  
FACING SOUTHWEST

EXISTING LANDSCAPE SCREENING FROM HWY 246 / 
FARM ENTRANCE

EXISTING LANDSCAPE CONDITION

EXISTING LANDSCAPE SCREENING / FACING SOUTH
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ODOR ANALYSIS  
AND ASSESSMENT
BOSARGE ENVIRONMENTAL:

 ¤ Odor expert & chemical engineer performed two 3-day 
Odor Assessment Studies using a Nasal Ranger during 
harvest periods (July and October 2019).

 ¤ No odors were detected at any of the 77 test locations 
throughout the Buellton community in all directions. 

SESPE CONSULTING, INC.:

 ¤ Performed an independent air quality analysis and 
modeling to independently evaluate the Project’s potential 
to generate odor.

 ¤ Report concludes the model results are consistent with 
the history of the Project site—odor has not and should 
not be present under most conditions. 
 
 
 

SCS ENGINEERS:

 ¤ Assessed the relative emissions of odors from the Project by 
collecting air samples in balloons and sent them to a trained 
and screened odor panel of 8 individuals.

 ¤ SCS team conducted odor samples upwind from the property, 
at the project site, and at multiple locations downwind.

 ¤ Concluded that Busy Bee was not a source of nuisance 
odor conditions downwind from its operations at the time of 
sampling (flowing plants).

 ¤ SCS Engineers also studied VOC emissions from the Project. 
They measured the concentration of specific air pollutants 
relative to cannabis both onsite (flowering plants) as well as 
downwind. Concluded that measured concentrations do not 
indicate the presence of a possible health concern in relation 
to employees or receptors downwind from the facility. 
 

10



BUSY BEE’S TAKES THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERED TIERED APPROACH 
TO ODOR CONTROL:

ODOR ABATEMENT 
PROGRAM

 ¤ TIER 1 
Install wind screens.

 ¤ TIER 2 
Operate fans normally used to protect orchards from frost.

 ¤ TIER 3 
In the event that Tiers 1 and 2 above are insufficient to abate a continuous public nuisance, install the 
best available vapor-phase odor control system.
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OVERSPRAY MOU
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PROJECT SITE

BUSY BEE’S 
ORGANICS

BUSY BEE’S
ORGANICS

STARS 
REPRESENT  
NEIGHBORS  
WHO HAVE  
SUBMITTED 
SUPPORT  
LETTERS
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PROJECT HAS HAD 
EXTENSIVE REVIEW
APPROVALS &  
REVIEW BODIES: 

 ¤  Unanimous Approval by County Planning CommissionUnanimous Approval by County Planning Commission

 ¤ Central Board of Architectural Review / Unanimous Preliminary and Final Approval

 ¤ Agricultural Preserve Advisory Committee / Approved and Found Consistent with Uniform Rules 

 ¤ Land Use Permit Approved / Land Use Permit approved and CEQA determination issued

 ¤ Business License On the County’s Eligible Business License Applicants List / Review Underway

 ¤ California Department of Food & Agriculture / CalCannabis: Provisional Licenses issued /  
Division of Weights and Measures - License issued

 ¤ California Department of Fish & Wildlife / No Lake and Streambed Alteration agreement required

 ¤ State Water Quality Control Board / California Regional Water Quality Control Board - No issues
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BEE’S REQUESTS TO ADDRESS AND RESOLVE CONDITIONS THAT:

BUSY BEE’S ORGANICS  
ACCEPTS MOST OF THE  
THIRTY-FIVE (35) CONDITIONS 
IMPOSED ON THE PROJECT.

 ¤ Impair agricultural productivity and viability

 ¤ Are infeasible

 ¤ Require redundant review
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CONDITION 3:  
REDUCES AND RELOCATES HOOP STRUCTURES 

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL: 
Reduce hoops to five acres, and install hoops along the 
eastern and western boundaries.

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL:  
Request that the condition be revised to limit hoops 
to Fields A, D, E, and Area F with a maximum of 
14-acres of hoop structures. 

FIELD LOCATION DIMENSIONS* TOTAL FEET TOTAL ACREAGE

NORTH EAST (A) 200’ X 375’ 75,000 1.72

NORTH EAST (B) 200’ X 485’ 97,000 2.23

MIDDLE WEST (F/G) - 11,200 0.26

MIDDLE EAST (B) 200’ X 550’ 110,000 2.53

SOUTH EAST (D) 200’ X 187’ 37,400 0.86

SOUTH WEST (E) 200’ X 250’ 50,000 1.15

TOTAL ACREAGE 8.75

*APPROXIMATE
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CONDITION 3:  
ELIMINATE HOOPS ON FIELDS A & B 

 ¤ Applicant suggested revision to address  
community interest in protecting visual resources:  
 
Reduction in Hoop Structures. The total amount of  
hoop structures shall be reduced to five acres. Hoop 
structures shall be prohibited on Fields ‘A’ and ‘B’,  
the fields closest to HWY 246.  Hoop structures shall  
cover the planted cannabis areas along the eastern and 
western edges of the cannabis cultivation. Additional   
Hoop structures may be allowed within the interior  
planted cannabis areas so long as the total of five acres  
of hoop structures is not exceeded. The project plans  
shall be revised to be consistent with this condition prior  
to issuance of the Land Use Permit.
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CONDITION 4:  
REDUCTION IN PLANTED CANNABIS AREA 

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL: 
Reduces total planted acreage to 18 acres. 

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL: 
Revise condition to limit the total area of planted 
cannabis to 22 acres — 35% of the total property 
acreage. Necessary to comply with Ag Preserve 
Contract requirement. 
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CONDITION 15:  
ODOR ABATEMENT PLAN 

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL:  
The Applicant shall not dry cannabis onsite.

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL: 
No outdoor drying on-site. Drying shall only occur in the new Ag building, sealed and fitted with odor control systems.

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL: 
All plant material shall either be vacuum-sealed and flash frozen or shipped offsite within two hours of harvest.

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL: 
The Applicant shall have a variety of options upon harvesting the crop, either (a) flash freezing them in temporary freezers; or 
(b) boxing and shipping them as fresh cut flowers upon harvest; or (c) placing in a sealed building with odor control for drying; 
or, (d) any combination of the foregoing methods. Regardless of the harvest method used, the crop shall be weighed within two 
hours of cutting in order to comply with State regulations. 

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL: 
The Applicant shall not stagger harvest periods throughout the property.

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL: 
The Applicant shall conduct no more than three (3) harvests per year, each for an approximate 2-week period.
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CONDITION 25:  
DIRECTOR REVIEW 

 ¤ PC PROPOSAL:  
The Director shall review the Proposed Project two years after issuance of the Land use Permit.

 ¤ APPLICANT PROPOSAL: 
Annual Business License review and renewal requires monitoring and compliance. 
County can deny Business License if the standards are insufficient to maintain health,  
safety, and general welfare of the public or if operator is engaging in conduct that  
constitutes a nuisance.
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THANK YOU. 

22


