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Neighborhood Compatibility
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Water Usage
o Historical Average = 36 (AF/YR)
o 5-year Average = 6.7 (AF/YR)
m 82% decrease in water usage since cannabis
cultivation beganin 2015

Figure 1: Historical Water Usage (AF/YR)
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Water Resources (A

Groundwater Requirements'®

To address potential impacts of groundwater diversions on surface flow, the Deputy

Director may require a forbearance period or other measures for cannabis groundwater

diversions in areas where such restrictions are necessary to protect instream flows.

Such areas may include watersheds with: high surface water-groundwater connectivity; State Water Resources Control Board
large numbers of cannabis groundwater diversions; and/or groundwater diversions in .

close proximity to streams. An aquatic base flow was developed at each compliance e Forbearance Period does not apply to
gage'' during the surface water forbearance period (dry season) to inform the need for Groundwater Diversions
additional actions to address impacts associated with cannabis groundwater diversions.

The aquatic base flow was established in consultation with COFW. The aquatic base

flow is established using USGS flow modeling data to calculate mean monthly flows and

applying the New England Aquatic Base Flow Standard (ABF Standard) methodology at

the compliance gages in the nine priority regions. The aquatic base flow is the set of

chemical, physical, and biological conditions that represent limiting conditions for

aquatic life in stream environments. This Policy allows the State Water Board to apply

the ABF Standard to the USGS flow modeling data to calculate an aquatic base flow

Requirement at additional compliance points, as needed, throughout the state. The

State Water Board will monitor instream flows during the dry season and evaluate the

number and location of cannabis groundwater diversions to determine whether

imposition of a groundwater forbearance period or other measures are necessary. To

address potential localized effects of groundwater diversions on surface water flow, the

State Water Board will also monitor where significant numbers of surface water

diverters are switching to groundwater diversions to evaluate whether imposition of a

groundwater forbearance period or other measures are necessary. The State Water

Board will notify cannabis cultivators of the possibility that a groundwater forbearance

period or other measures may be imposed so that the cultivators can install storage,

coordinate diversions, take measures to secure alternate water supplies, or identify

other measures to address the low flow condition.




