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Environmental Health Services

Governor’s Executive Order N-7-22

(issued March 28, 2022)

❖ Domestic wells exempt (< 2 acre-feet)

❖ Public water wells exempt

EHS Proposes:

❖ Temporary water well ordinance

❖ Water well permit fees
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www.CountyofSB.org/phd/ehs

Environmental Health Services
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Environmental Health Services

GSA ACTION 
REQUIRED

COUNTY  ACTION 
REQUIRED
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Environmental Health Services

OR

S T E P  1  – I N D I C A T E  T Y P E ,  
L O C A T I O N ,  A N D  U S E
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Environmental Health Services

S T E P  2  – G S A  B A S I N  
V E R I F I C A T I O N  

( E O N - 7 - 2 2  § 9 A )
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www.CountyofSB.org/phd/ehs

Environmental Health Services

S T E P  3  – A S S E S S M E N T  O F  
I M P A C T  T O  N E A R B Y  W E L L S

Wells >1,000 feet to nearby wells
❖ No further information required

❖ Setback to nearby wells met for no impact finding

Wells <1,000 feet to nearby wells
❖ Aquifer data required from hydrogeologist 

❖ Findings required by EHS prior to permit issuance

Replacement Wells 
❖ If “like for like” no further actions required

http://www.countyofsb.org
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Environmental Health Services

PROJECT TYPE APPLICATION, FEE, 

INDEMNIFICATION 

AGREEMENT

(STEP 1)  

GSA VERIFICATION 

EO-N-7-22 9A

(STEP 2)

LOCATION-SPECIFIC 

HYDROLOGY DATA

EO-N-7-22 §9B 

(STEP 3)

CEQA REVIEW

NEW WELL OR

ALTERATION OF EXISTING WELL 

(INCREASING CAPACITY)

YES IF IN A MEDIUM- OR HIGH-

PRIORITY BASIN

ONLY IF PROPOSED WELL IS 

LESS THAN 1,000 FEET FROM 

AN EXISTING WELL

YES  - LIKELY 

CATEGORICALLY 

EXEMPT 

REPLACEMENT WELL 

(NO INCREASE IN CAPACITY)

YES IF IN A MEDIUM- OR HIGH-

PRIORITY BASIN

EXEMPT YES  - LIKELY 

CATEGORICALLY 

EXEMPT 

INDIVIDUAL DOMESTIC WELLS YES EXEMPT EXEMPT YES - LIKELY 

STATUTORILY EXEMPT 

AS A MINISTERIAL 

ACTION 

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY WELLS YES EXEMPT EXEMPT YES - LIKELY 

STATUTORILY EXEMPT 

AS A MINISTERIAL 

ACTION 
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Environmental Health Services

➢ Water Well Construction Permit Fee ($721) - No Change

➢ Additional Technical Review (Hourly Rate) – NEW

• Two hours included in flat permit fee

• Additional review at $161/hour

➢ CEQA Filing Fee ($50) – NEW

10

FEES
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Environmental Health Services

STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH

➢ Agricultural Advisory Committee

• May 5, 2022 (committee members)

➢ Virtual Public Workshop

• May 10, 2022 (interested parties; well drillers; groundwater 

sustainability agencies) 

➢ Groundwater Sustainability Agencies

➢ Environmental Health Services website 

http://www.countyofsb.org
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Environmental Health Services

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

On May 24, 2022: 

1. Pursuant to California Government Code sections 25123(d) and 25131 and the 

California Executive Order N-7-22, adopt an Urgency Ordinance to amend 

Chapter 34A of County Code in order to implement changes to the process for 

water well permitting in accordance with California Executive Order N-7-22 until 

the County’s Proclamation of Local Emergency Caused by Drought Conditions 

is terminated and the Executive Order, as may be superseded, is rescinded 

(Attachment A);

2. Read the title and waive further reading of Urgency Ordinance; 
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Environmental Health Services

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
On May 24, 2022, also: 

3. Adopt a Resolution amending fees for Environmental Health Services 

relating to Water Wells and Private Water Systems; and

4. Determine that adoption of the Urgency Ordinance is exempt from the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15269(c), 15061(b)(3), 15307 and 15378(b)(5); and 

that approval of the Fee Resolution is exempt from CEQA pursuant to 

Public Resources Code sections 21080(b)(8)(A) and (B) and CEQA 

Guidelines section 15273 because fees will be used for operating 

expenses and for the purchase of supplies, equipment, and materials,  

and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption on that basis.
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Environmental Health Services

QUESTIONS?

Santa Barbara County Environmental Health Services
May 24, 2022 Board of Supervisors Hearing
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