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Applicant Team Introduction
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Planning Commission Outcome

✓ Unanimous 4-0 approval; both appeals denied.

✓ Applicant volunteered to restrict Main Well water

use to HALF of historic use. Added to Project

Description and enforceable by County P&D.

✓ PC confirmed water use regulation and reporting is

within the State’s jurisdiction, NOT the County’s.
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Nojoqui Farms
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One of the Earliest Certified 
Organic Farms in the County
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Preserves Farming Operation
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Not Near Residential Zones
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Not Near Sensitive Receptors
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Not within a State or County 

Designated Groundwater Basin
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Project site is not located within a State or County

designated Groundwater Basin, and is not subject to

the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.



Project Components 
✓ Project is a change of crop; utilizes existing farm infrastructure

✓ Ensures continued AG on productive, prime AG land

✓ 50% reduction in historic water usage

✓ Significant vegetative screening with drought-tolerant plants

✓ No significant direct or indirect impacts to biological resources

✓ 21.87 acres of cannabis under hoops; 42% of property
✓ Ginegar advanced material with recycling program

✓ North-South orientation to minimize odor

✓ One new processing building
✓ Activated carbon filtration odor abatement system

✓ Property has been farmed for 30 years
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Current Views from Highway 101
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Timeline

Approval Date

Land Use Permit

Submitted

12/13/2019

Land Use Permit 

Approved

8/19/2021

Appeal #1 

Filed

8/23/2021

Appeal #2 

Filed

8/26/2021

Business License Deemed Complete

Acreage Secured in Cap

9/30/2021

Planning Commission 

Appeal Hearing

8/10/2022

Board of Supervisors

Appeal Hearing

11/1/2022
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Project Approvals

Agencies

Planning & Development

Fire Department 

Flood Control

Agricultural Commissioner 

Environmental Health Services 

Sheriff’s Office

Sustainability Division

CEO’s Office

CA Water Board Monitoring Program
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State Review Timeline



Water Resources
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Significant Water Reduction
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• Applicant volunteered to condition the project to approximate

50% reduction of the historic water usage on Main Well.

– 51.5 AFY Historic Water Use (10-year average)

– 26.6 AFY Proposed Max. Water Use
• Includes (cultivation and landscaping)

• Reduction in the total footprint of cultivation on-site

– The Applicant voluntarily reduced the cultivation acreage by

approximately 4 acres prior to Planning Commission

• Water conservation features include:

– Soil Moisture Monitoring

– Drip Irrigation



Three Existing Off-site Wells
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Cannabis Water Use  

Regulated by the State
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Groundwater Will 

Supply the Project
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Project Geologist, Charlie Katherman conducted a

comprehensive study on the Project wells and local

watershed and found no connection between the

groundwater supply and the surface supplies based on:

– water quality distinctions between the groundwater and

surface water

– elevation of the static water levels in the wells

– completion depths of the wells

– sanitary seals

– pump test



State Agencies Ensure No 

Impacts to Creek or Species
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• Like all cannabis projects, this project must apply for a 5-

year CDFW Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement 

(LSA) as part of the state licensing process. No cannabis 

can be cultivated until LSA and state license processes 

are completed.

• If CDFW requires a LSA, Applicant will be required to 

monitor and report groundwater use to ensure there are 

no impacts to the creeks or species.

• If CDFW imposes conditions on pumping through an LSA, 

Applicant must comply.



Project Benefits 

✓ No change of use – crop change on an existing farm

✓ Ensures continued AG on productive, prime AG land

✓ 50% reduction in historic water usage

✓ Significant vegetative screening with drought-tolerant plants

✓ No significant direct or indirect impacts to biological resources

✓ Reduces historically farmed footprint; only 21.87 acres

✓ One processing building with activated carbon filtration OAS

✓ Utilizes existing farming infrastructure
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Thank You
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Backup Slide Deck
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Applicant Volunteers the 
Following Condition:
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Subject Wells Use 

Groundwater, Per SWRCB
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Coexisting Uses

26

Santa Barbara County was awarded the 2021 Wine

Star Award for Wine Region of the Year by Wine

Enthusiast—the same year in which the County had

hundreds of acres of legal cannabis growing next to

some of the best wineries in the world.
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Odor Control

• All drying, curing, or trimming of 

harvested cannabis shall be 

located within the processing 

building with an activated carbon 

filtration system to mitigate odors.

• This is the County’s recommended 

method of odor control per LUDC 

35.42.075.C.6.E(1).

• Setback from cultivation to ROR 

>650 ft.

– Topography 

– Landscape screening

– Highway 101
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Operations
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THREE HARVESTS WILL OCCUR EACH YEAR BETWEEN THE

MONTHS OF MAY THORUGH JUNE, JULY THROUGH

AUGUST, AND OCTOBER THROUGH NOVEMBER. EACH

HARVEST WILL LAST 21 DAYS. OPERATION WILL BE FROM

7:00 AM TO 4:00 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY.

- Approved Land Use Permit



Sierra Botanical’s Site Plan
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