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Summary Text:  

This item is on the receive an update and adopt a Resolution 
ratifying the Proclamation of Local Emergency related to the January 2023 Storm declared by the Director 
of Emergency Services on January 9, 2023.   Because this requires immediate action and arose after the 
agenda was posted, a 4/5 vote is required to hear the item. 
 

Heavy rainstorms fell January 4 and 5, 2023, and began again countywide Monday, January 9, and are 
expected to continue Tuesday, January 10, 2023, with the heaviest rainfall expected on the South Coast. 
These rainstorms have resulted in heavy rain, flooding, high winds, and the potential for debris flows 
especially in existing fire burn scar areas as a result of the storms and saturation of soils. 

Beginning on January 3, 2023, the National Weather Service issued wind and coastal flood advisories, 
as well as a high wind warning advising of the potential for damaging winds that may potentially 
impact trees, other large objects, and power lines.  

On January 4 and 5, 2023, the National Weather Service issued a Flood Watch due to heavy 
rainstorms.  On January 4, 2023, an evacuation order was issued by the County for vulnerable sections 
of the Thomas Fire and Cave fire burn scar areas and the entire Alisal Fire burn scar area.  

On January 8, 2023, an evacuation warning was issued for impacted areas of the Thomas and Cave 
burn scar areas and all of the Alisal burn scar area; and 

On January 9, 2023, an evacuation order was issued for all of the Montecito community; residents of 
Toro Canyon, Padaro Lane from Calle Real to Santa Claus Lane in Carpinteria and Summerland 
areas; Serena Park in Carpinteria; all residents of Sycamore Canyon in the City of Santa Barbara and 
community of Montecito; and all campgrounds from Rincon to Gaviota. Shelter-in-place orders were 
in place for Alisal and Cave fire burn areas following a National Weather Service flash-flood watch. 

The actions were issued as a result of immediate threats for flooding and debris flow and a Flash 
Flood Warning issued for a significant portion of the County. 

 In addition, on January 4, 2023, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a State of 
Emergency to exist throughout California.  

This storm is predicted to cause conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within 
the County of Santa Barbara. These conditions are likely to be beyond the control of the services, 
personnel, equipment and facilities of the combined forces of Santa Barbara County Operational Area to 
combat. These conditions warranted and necessitated that the County proclaim the existence or threatened 
existence of a local emergency in order to utilize all resources necessary to respond to the damage that 
will likely be caused by this storm, and receive assistance from the State and Federal governments. 
 

Background:  

The Director of Emergency Services issued a Proclamation of Local Emergency due to the conditions of 
extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the County of Santa Barbara, as evidenced by a 
Flash Flood Watch and Waring by the National Weather Service and the protective actions by th
Office. Government Code section 8630(b) requires the Board of Supervisors to ratify a local emergency 
within seven days. Section 8630(c) requires the Board to review the need for the continued existence of 
the local emergency at least every 60 days, and Section 8630(d) requires termination of the local 
emergency at the earliest possible date that conditions warrant. 




