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APPENDIX 2

Cost Reimbursement Procedure

1. Additional defined terms:

a) Costs means the reasonable amounts paid for the attorney and other City Attorney and 
County Counsel staff time for individuals employed by a Plaintiff Subdivision at the 
contractual rate, inclusive of benefits and overhead, together with amounts paid for court 
reporters, experts, copying, electronic research, travel, vendors, and the like, which were 
not previously reimbursed and which were paid or incurred (i) prior to December 31, 
2022 in litigation against any Opioid Defendant and/or (ii) in negotiating and drafting 
any CA Allocation Agreement(s) concerning a settlement with any Opioid Defendant(s). 
Costs does not include attorneys’ fees, costs, or expenses incurred by private contingency
fee counsel. No part of the CA Abatement Accounts Fund will be used to reimburse 
Costs.

b) First Claims Date means October 1, 2023 or when all applications for reimbursement of 
Costs, in whole or in part, from funds available under Section XIV and Exhibit R of the 
Teva Settlement Agreement, Section XIII and Exhibit R of the Allergan Settlement 
Agreement, Section X and Exhibit R of the Distributor Settlement Agreement, Section XI
and Exhibit R of the Janssen Settlement Agreement, Section X and Exhibit R of the CVS 
Settlement Agreement, Section IX and Exhibit R of the Walgreens Settlement 
Agreement, or Section IX and Exhibit R of the Walmart Settlement Agreement, have 
been finally determined under the provisions of those agreements, whichever comes first.

c) Special Master means a retired judicial officer or former public lawyer, not presently 
employed or retained by a Plaintiff Subdivision, who will aggregate, review, and 
determine the reasonable Costs to be awarded to each Plaintiff Subdivision that submits a
claim for reimbursement of Costs. The Special Master will be selected by a majority vote
of the votes cast by Plaintiff Subdivisions, with each such subdivision having one vote.

d) Plaintiff Subdivision Committee means the committee of Plaintiff Subdivisions that will
review and approve the invoices submitted by the Special Master reflecting his or her 
reasonable time and expenses.

2. Cost Reimbursement to Plaintiff Subdivision

a) Purpose. Substantial resources have been expended to hold Opioid Defendants 
accountable for creating and profiting from the opioid crisis, and this effort has been a 
significant catalyst in creating National Opioid Settlements with various manufacturers,
distributors, and chain pharmacies.

b) Claims Procedure.
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i. If a Plaintiff Subdivision is eligible to seek reimbursement of Costs, in whole or in 
part, from funds available under Section XIV and Exhibit R of the Teva Settlement 
Agreement, Section XIII and Exhibit R of the Allergan Settlement Agreement, 
Section X and Exhibit R of the CVS Settlement Agreement, Section IX and Exhibit 
R of the Walgreens Settlement Agreement, Section IX and Exhibit R of the Walmart
Settlement Agreement, Section X or Exhibit R of the Distributor Settlement 
Agreement, or Section XI or Exhibit R of the Janssen Settlement Agreement, it must
first make a timely application for reimbursement from such funds. To allow 
sufficient time for determination of those applications, no claim for Costs to the CA 
Subdivision Fund under this Agreement may be made before the First Claims Date.

ii. A Plaintiff Subdivision that wishes to be reimbursed from the CA Subdivision Fund
must submit a claim to the Special Master no later than forty-five (45) days after the
First Claims Date. The Special Master will then compile and redistribute the 
aggregated claim totals for each Plaintiff Subdivision via email to representatives of
all the Plaintiff Subdivisions. A claim for attorney and staff time must list, for each 
attorney or staff member included in the claim, the following information: name, 
title, total hours claimed, hourly rate (including, if sought, benefits and share of 
overhead), and narrative summarizing the general nature of the work performed by 
the attorney or staff member. For reimbursement of “hard” costs, the subdivision 
may aggregate across a category (e.g., total for travel costs). It is the intention of the
Plaintiff Subdivisions that submission of documents related to reimbursement of 
Costs does not waive any attorney-client privilege or exemptions to the California 
Public Records Act.

iii. The Special Master may request, at his or her sole option, additional documents or
details to assist in the final award of Costs.

iv. The Special Master will review claims for reasonableness and will notify each 
Plaintiff Subdivision of the final determination of its claim, and will provide a list of
all final awards to all Plaintiff Subdivisions by email or, upon request, via First 
Class U.S. Mail. Any Plaintiff Subdivision may ask the Special Master to reconsider
any final award within twenty-one (21) days. The Special Master will make a final 
determination on any such reconsideration request within thirty (30) days of receipt.

v. Any decision of the Special Master is final and binding, and will be considered 
under the California Arbitration Act, Code of Civil Procedure section 1280 et seq. 
as a final arbitration award. Nothing in this agreement is intended to expand the 
scope of judicial review of the final award for errors of fact or law, and the Parties 
agree that they may only seek to vacate the award if clear and convincing evidence 
demonstrates one of the factors set forth in Code of Civil Procedure, section 1286.2,
subdivision (a). Plaintiff Subdivisions will have fourteen (14) days after all final 
awards are made, together with any final determination of a request for 
reconsideration, to seek review in the Superior Court of California, pursuant to Code
of Civil Procedure, section 1285, where the State has filed its Consent Judgment.
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vi. The Special Master will prepare a report of Costs that includes his or her fees and 
expenses at least ninety (90) days before the Payment Date for each Annual 
Payment. The Special Master’s preparation of a report of Costs does not discharge a 
Plaintiff Subdivision’s reporting requirement under Section VIII.C of the 
[Defendant] Settlement Agreement.

vii. A member of the Plaintiff Subdivision Committee, which is a CA Participating 
Subdivision, will submit to the Settlement Fund Administrator and [Defendant] a 
report of the fees and expenses incurred by the Special Master pursuant to Section 
VIII.C of the [Defendant] Settlement Agreement.

c) Claims Priority and Limitation.

i. The Special Master will submit invoices for compensation of reasonable fees and
expenses to the Plaintiff Subdivision Committee no later than ninety (90) days prior
to the Payment Date for each Annual Payment. The Plaintiff Subdivision Committee
will promptly review and, if reasonable, approve the Special Master’s invoice for
compensation. The Plaintiff Subdivision Committee will submit approved invoices
to the Settlement Fund Administrator for payment. The Special Master’s approved
invoices have priority and will be paid first from the CA Subdivision Fund before
any award of Costs, subject to the limitation in Section 2.c.v below.

ii. Final Awards of Costs that do not exceed seventy-five thousand dollars
($75,000.00) will be paid next in priority after the Special Master’s approved
invoices.

iii. Final Awards of Costs in excess of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000.00) will
be paid proportionally from the funds remaining in that year’s Annual Payment.

iv. Any claim for Costs that is not paid in full will be allocated against the next year’s
distribution from the CA Subdivision Fund, until all approved claims for Costs are
paid in full.

v. In no event will more than 50% of the total CA Subdivision Fund received in any
year be used to pay Costs or the Special Master’s approved invoices.

vi. In no event shall more than $28 million of the total CA Subdivision Funds paid
pursuant to the Teva Settlement Agreement, Allergan Settlement Agreement,
Distributor Settlement Agreement, CVS Settlement Agreement, Janssen Settlement
Agreement, Walgreens Settlement Agreement, and the Walmart Settlement
Agreement be used to pay Costs.

d) Collateral Source Payments and Third-Party Settlement.

i. In the event a Plaintiff Subdivision is awarded compensation, in whole or in part,
by any source of funds created as a result of litigation against an Opioid Defendant
for its reasonable Costs, it will reduce its claim for Costs from the CA Subdivision
Fund by that amount. If a Plaintiff Subdivision has already received a final award
of Costs from the CA Subdivision Fund, it will repay the fund up to the prior award
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of Costs via a payment to the Settlement Fund Administrator or notify the 
Settlement Fund Administrator that its allocation from the next and subsequent 
Annual Payments should be reduced accordingly. If the Plaintiff Subdivision is 
repaying any prior award of Costs, that repayment will occur as soon as is feasible 
after the Plaintiff Subdivision’s receipt of Cost funds from the collateral source, but
no more than 90 days after its receipt from the collateral source. The Settlement 
Fund Administrator will add any repaid Costs to the CA Subdivision Fund. Any 
Plaintiff Subdivision that has submitted for reimbursement to any national fund and
has not received a final determination by the First Claims Date may request that the
settlement administrator withhold some or all of its payment from the CA 
Subdivision Fund in order to avoid repayment.

ii. In the event a Plaintiff Subdivision reaches a monetary settlement or compromise 
against any Opioid Defendant outside of the National Opioid Settlement, the 
monetary portion of such settlement, net of fees paid to outside contingency fee 
counsel and of funds earmarked strictly for abatement, will be credited against its 
Costs and the subdivision will be ineligible to recover those credited Costs from the
CA Subdivision Fund. Plaintiff Subdivisions negotiating monetary settlements or 
compromises against any Opioid Defendant outside of the National Opioid 
Settlement will negotiate for funds to repay any Costs it previously received from 
the CA Subdivision Fund or for Costs it otherwise might be eligible to claim from 
the CA Subdivision Fund. If such a settlement is paid after all final approved claims
for Costs by all Plaintiff Subdivisions are satisfied in full, the settling subdivision 
will reimburse the CA Subdivision Fund in that amount by making payment to the 
Settlement Fund Administrator to add to the CA Subdivision Fund in a manner 
consistent with the repayments described in section 2.d.i above.

DocuSign Envelope ID: 876250CA-BB75-4DC6-80BA-C0665A56B0CB




