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TO: Board of Supervisors  
FROM: Department Director  Chris Sneddon, Public Works Department, 805-568-3010 
 Contact Info: Mostafa Estaji, Deputy Director, Transportation, 805-568-3064 

SUBJECT:   State-County Freeway Maintenance Agreement, Highway 101 at Refugio Road; 
Third Supervisorial District  

 

County Counsel Concurrence  Auditor-Controller Concurrence  
As to form: Yes  As to form: N/A     
Other Concurrence:  Risk Management   
As to form: Yes   

 

Recommended Actions:  
That the Board of Supervisors: 

a) Approve and authorize the Chair to execute a Freeway Maintenance Agreement for Route 101 
from 0.6 miles east to 0.4 miles west of Refugio Road (PM R36.0 to PM R37.5) in the 
unincorporated Gaviota Coast area of the County of Santa Barbara;  

b) Approve and authorize the Santa Barbara County Director of Public Works to make minor 
revisions to Exhibit A to the Freeway Maintenance Agreement in accordance with Section II.4 of 
the Agreement; and 

c) Find that the proposed actions are for the maintenance and repair of existing public facilities 
involving negligible, or no expansion of use beyond that which presently exists and therefore is 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant 14 CCR 15301(c). 

Summary Text:  
This item is on the agenda to authorize the Chair to execute a Freeway Maintenance Agreement between 
the County of Santa Barbara and the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for the 
US Route 101 from 0.6 miles east to 0.4 miles west of Refugio Road, along the Gaviota Coast, from PM 
R36.0 to PM R37.5. This Agreement will augment the existing Freeway Agreement of 1967, which does 
not reflect the infrastructure improvements currently in construction as Caltrans replaces the two Route 
101 bridge structures above Refugio Road, and makes improvements to the undercrossing of Refugio 
Road, including drainage improvements and pedestrian infrastructure enhancements. This Agreement 
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allows for delineation of the various areas of maintenance responsibilities between the County and the 
State for these improvements. 
Background:  
The State is currently in construction to replace two Route 101 bridge structures and to make 
improvements to the undercrossing of Refugio Road. Additionally, Caltrans is modifying Refugio Creek 
for fish passage widening and creating a pedestrian pathway along Refugio Creek to allow greater coastal 
access, architectural features, and drainage improvements.  These new improvements require more 
definition regarding maintenance responsibilities. This Freeway Maintenance Agreement allows for these 
items to be described, delineated, and assigned maintenance responsibilities. This Agreement also allows 
for partnership between agencies on responsibilities. 
Approving this Freeway Maintenance Agreement will allow vital Route 101 projects to proceed, as well 
as to accept Caltrans-built improvements within their right-of-way for the County to maintain. With this 
new Agreement in place, maintenance for these projects will be clearly apportioned to ensure the best, 
continuous services for the traveling public. The County will have maintenance responsibility for the 
following items planned for installation as part of the Highway 101 Refugio Project: 

• Refugio Road Undercrossing: 
o Maintenance of the paved roadway sections, including traveled way, shoulders, curbs, 

drainage installations, and any required traffic control devices 
o Debris removal cleaning, painting and graffiti removal of County side of walls, and 

columns, as well as maintenance of landscaping, within County area of responsibility, as 
shown on Exhibit A of this Freeway Maintenance Agreement 

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  
Budgeted: This is already approved in the FY 24-25 budget. 
Each party will be responsible for the operation and maintenance of facilities as described in the Freeway 
Maintenance Agreement.  
 

Special Instructions:  

Please forward the following items to Ashley Kruzel in the Public Works Department, Transportation 
Division, 123 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, at extension 83064:  

• A certified, stamped Minute Order approving these recommendations 
• Two duplicate original partially executed agreements (one original, fully executed agreement to 

be returned to the Clerk of the Board to remain on file upon execution from Caltrans) 
 
Attachments:  
Attachment A: Freeway Maintenance Agreement Highway 101-Refugio (2 Duplicate Originals) 
Attachment B: Existing Freeway Agreement (1967) 
 
Authored by:  
Christian Doolittle, Public Works Transportation, 805-803-8777 


